Saint Luke’s Parish

1864 Post Road, Darien, Connecticut 06820

The Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 20, 2020
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Preacher: The Reverend Derek J. Stefanovsky
Celebrant: The Reverend Susan C. Wyper

The Opening Voluntary
Rector’s Greeting
Advent Wreath Prayers

Sung by the Quartet.
setting by Malcolm Archer
Blessed are you, Sovreign Lord, merciful and gentle: to you be praise and glory forever!
Your light has shone in our darkened world through the child-bearing of blessed Mary; grant that we
who have seen your glory may daily be renewed in your image and prepared like her for the coming of
your Son, who is the Lord and Saviour of all. Blessed be God forever.

Hymn in Procession 56
Cantor
All
Cantor
All

Please stand and sing.

O come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind;
bid thou our sad divisions cease, and be thyself our King of Peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!
Text: Latin, 9th century
Music: Veni, veni, Emmanuel, plainsong Mode I, Processionale, 15th century

A Penitential Order
Celebrant:
People:

Blessed are you, holy and living God;
You come to your people and set them free.

The Celebrant says,
When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, and will disclose the purposes of the
heart. Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.
Please kneel.
Silence is kept.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Celebrant stands and says,
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Kyrie

Sung by the Quartet.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

setting by Robert Lehman
Richmond Mass

The Word of God
The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a
mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
Please be seated.

The First Lesson

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

When the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies around him, the king said to
the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” Nathan said to the king,
“Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.”

But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the
one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to
this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of
Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel,
saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says
the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have been
with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like
the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may
live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I
appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you
that the Lord will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall
be established forever.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle 15

Chanted by the Quartet.

Plainsong Mode II.1

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him *
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm, *
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers, *
to Abraham and his children for ever.
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The Second Lesson

Romans 16:25-27

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the
revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is
made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith-- to
the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn 66

Please stand and sing.

Text: Charles Wesley (1707 - 1788)
Music: Stuttgart, melody, 1715

The Gospel

Luke 1:26-38

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this
might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The
angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore
the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.”
Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed
from her.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon
The Nicene Creed

The Reverend Derek J. Stefanovsky
Said by all, standing.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Please kneel.

BCP, Form III

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, who now live by faith, may with joy
behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.
Please stand.
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The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements

The Holy Communion
At the Offertory, we gratefully offer back to God a portion of what God has given us, symbolically in the bread and wine, and
in the money we give. To make a gift today, please either visit www.saintlukesdarien.org/give or scan the QR code below with
your phone. Thank you for your generosity.

The Offertory Anthem

Sung by the Quartet.

People, look East. The time is near
Of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able,
Trim the hearth and set the table.
People look East, and sing today:
Love the Guest is on the way.

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim
One more light the bowl shall brim.
Shining beyond the frosty weather,
Bright as sun and moon together.
People, look East, and sing today:
Love the Star is on the way.

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare
One more seed is planted there:
Give up your strength the seed to nourish,
That in course the flower may flourish.
People, look East, and sing today:
Love the Rose is on the way.

Angels, announce to man and beast
Him who cometh from the East.
Set every peak and valley humming
With the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look East, and sing today:
Love the Lord is on the way.
Music: arr. Barry Furguson

The Great Thanksgiving

Please stand.

Eucharistic Prayer B

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and
earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life;
that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold
his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus and Benedictus

Sung by the Quartet.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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setting by Robert Lehman
Richmond Mass

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of
Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In
him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread
and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ
and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, blessed Luke, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and
the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for
ever. AMEN.
And now as our Savior taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
In union, dear God, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is celebrated, I desire to
offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my self, my soul and body, with the earnest wish that I may always be
united to you. And since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. I tie myself
to you and embrace you with all the affections of my soul. Let nothing ever separate you from me. May I live, now and
forever, in your love. Amen.
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The Communion Motet

Sung by the Quartet.
A tender shoot hath started up from a root of grace,
as ancient seers imparted from Jesse’s holy race.
It blooms without a blight, blooms in the cold bleak winter
Turning our darkness into light.
This shoot, Isaiah taught us, from Jesse’s root should spring.
The Virgin Mary brought us the branch of which we sing.
God of endless might, gave her this child to save us,
Thus turning darkness into light.
Music: Otto Goldschmidt

The Post Communion Prayer
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and
Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members
of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have
given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and the blessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

The Dismissal
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn 79

Please stand and sing.
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Text: Phillips Brooks (1835 - 1893)
Music: St. Louis, L.H. Redner, (1831—1908)

The Closing Voluntary

Altar flowers are given today to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Peter M. Ward by his family;
in loving memory of Joan Frey-Newkirk by Douglas Frey, John Wall, and their families;
and in thanksgiving for the Altar Guild, Flower Guild, and Church Choirs of Saint Luke’s Parish.

The Columbarium is decorated for Advent and Christmas in loving memory of Bertram T. Blake, Jr.,
Margaret O. Blake, and Margaret Blake Mills by the Blake Family.

Welcome to Saint Luke’s!
We are a vibrant community of faith that welcomes everyone, regardless of where you are on your faith journey, to hear
God’s word, to be fed at God’s table, and to experience the love of community,
so that you will be strengthened to serve God in the world.
To begin receiving our weekly e-newsletter, join our mailing list by visiting www.saintlukesdarien.org.
To learn more about getting more involved or becoming a member of Saint Luke's Parish,
please contact Cindy Scam in the Parish Offices.
cindy.scam@saintlukesdarien.org
(203) 655-1456.
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We are thankful for everyone serving today;
especially today’s Lay Readers, Altar Guild, Flower Guild, and Ushers.
Altar Guild: Sally Schlachtenhaufen, Dor othy Sher galis
Flower Guild: J ohn Wall, Doug Fr ey
Flower Delivery: Elizabeth Hear le
Lay Readers: J ohn Schlachtenhaufen, John Wall
Sexton: Dave Scam

Hymns and texts are reproduced utilizing CCLI License # 11394986 and One License.net.

We encourage parishioners to pray throughout the week for these members of our parish family:
For those who are ill: Sheila, J anetta, Char lie, Chr is, Rob,
Jessica, Karen, Verna, Deedee, Bridgette, Pat, John, Courtney,
Peter, Jeff, Andrea, Michelle, Jim, Pam, Cecilia, Douglas, and Francesco
For those with special needs: Allison, Aldin,
Zeke, Simon, Jack, Lilia, Elizabeth, and Michael
If you or someone you know is in need….
If you or someone you know is facing an illness, hospitalization, death in the family or any other stressful life situation,
please consider a visit or call from one of our clergy or trained lay volunteers.
Please call the parish office at 203.655.1456. We can also place your name on the list
of people who receive prayers during our worship service.
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