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Welcome to St. Simon’s 

Celebrating God’s love for all. Embodying Christ in the world. 
 

If you are here today, you belong, no matter where you are on your journey of faith. Welcome. 

St Simon’s is a joyful and hopeful congregation that invites all who seek God 
into community, questions and doubts included. Please feel free to participate 
as fully in the worship of God as you wish.  Lift your voice in praise, respond 
to the prayers and readings, and come to the altar for communion or a blessing. 
Or, if you prefer, sit back quietly and allow God’s Spirit to speak to you in the 
way that feels most comfortable.  

Welcome, Children.  You are invited as full participants in our worship just as 
you are. God delights in you. 

Welcome, Elders.  Your wisdom and experience are valued in our 
community. God has shaped you and you are beautiful. 

Welcome, you. 

Welcome, everyone, to God’s table.  This is the table of the risen Lord Jesus 
Christ, and all who seek God are invited to share in communion. If you wish to 
participate, but prefer not to receive communion, please join everyone coming 
forward.   Cross your arms over your chest and we will be glad to give you a 
blessing instead. If you wish to have communion brought to you at your seat, 
or if you desire a gluten-free wafer, please notify an usher.   

Wherever you find yourself on the journey, there is a place for you here.  
May you encounter God in this community. 
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The Holy Eucharist 
* Indicates the assembly stands, if able.  

All portions of the service in Bold are spoken by the assembly. 

Prelude 

Words of Welcome  
 

Opening Hymn  686          “Come thou font of every being”      Nettleton                                                  
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Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 

S-277
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The Word of God 

The Collect of the Day 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone: Grant us so to 
be joined together in unity of spirit by their teaching, that we may be made a 
holy temple acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Lessons                 The Assembly is seated 

                                                                Jeremiah 28:5-9 

A reading from the book of Jeremiah.  

The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the 
priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the Lord; and the 
prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord fulfill the 
words that you have prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the 
vessels of the house of the Lord, and all the exiles. But listen now to this word 
that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. The prophets 
who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and 
pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. As for the prophet who 
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prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes true, then it will be 
known that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
The Psalter                                                                       Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18  

 

A   I sing your love all my days, Lord,  
your faithfulness, from age to age.  

B   I know your love is un-ending,  
your fidelity outlasts the heavens.  

 

A   "I, God, covenant with my chosen one,  
I swear to David, my servant,  

B   to establish your house for ever,  
to uphold your throne, from age to age."   

 

A   Justice and right anchor your throne,  
fidelity and love at-tend you.  

B   How your people re-joice!  
you summon us into your light.  

 

A   Lord, your name is our joy, and your justice, our strength.  
You, our glory and power, favor us with victory,  

B   you, the Holy One of Israel,  
our shield, our Lord, our king.   
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The Second Lesson                                                       Romans 6:12-23 
 
A reading from the letter to the Romans. 
 

Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their 
passions. No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, 
but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to 
life, and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. For sin 
will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 
 
What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By 
no means! Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as 
obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which 
leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to 
God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the 
heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, and that you, having 
been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. I am speaking in 
human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once 
presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater 
iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for 
sanctification. 
 
When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. So what 
advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? 
The end of those things is death. But now that you have been freed from sin 
and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal 
life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God. 
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The Assembly stands as they are able to face the Gospeler. 

 

*The Gospel Procession     
 

All join in singing both before and after the gospel.  

 
 

 
*The Holy Gospel                                                    Matthew 10:40-42 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 
Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a 
prophet will receive a prophet's reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous 
person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the 
righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little 
ones in the name of a disciple-- truly I tell you, none of these will lose their 
reward.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.    

 
The Sermon                                                                      Jo Gantzer 
A period of silence is shared after the sermon. 
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We believe that Jesus took the form of a servant,  
   so we commit ourselves to serve others.  
We believe that God is love,  
   so we commit ourselves to reconciliation.  
We believe that Jesus gives us his Spirit,  
   so we commit ourselves to his work in the world.  
We believe that God is the light of life,  
   so we commit ourselves to bearing God’s light in our world.  
We believe that the Spirit speaks through us,  
   so we commit ourselves to proclaim the good news  
   of abundant life in the world God loves. 

Friends in Christ, 
God invites us to hold the needs of our siblings 
as dear to us as our own needs. 
Loving our neighbors as ourselves, 
we offer our thanksgivings and our petitions 
on behalf of the church and the world. 
 
Come Holy Spirit, take and transform our societies 
That your beloved may find justice, equity, and community. 
 

Please add your prayers silently, aloud, or in the chat 
 

Come Holy Spirit, take our world’s leaders and bring renewal 
That your beloved may have safety, peace, food, water, education, and 
medicine. 
 

Please add your prayers silently, aloud, or in the chat 
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Come Holy Spirit, fill your Church 
That your beloved would be changed in prayer, grow in faith, serve in 
your name, and partner with you. 
 

Please add your prayers silently, aloud, or in the chat 
 
 

Come Holy Spirit, cleanse us of all violence in thought, word, and deed 
That your beloved may live together in right relationship. 
 

Please add your prayers silently, aloud, or in the chat 
 

 

Come Holy Spirit, strengthen and heal all who suffer, especially Makayla, Gayle, 
Lew, Mary Edith, Jan, Sunita, Jerry, Judy, Maria, Ken and Sherry, Grayson, 
James, Sandy, Marc, Pat, Trish and all patients, family members and staff at 
Northwest Community Hospital. 
That your beloved may turn again to thank and praise you. 
 

Please add your prayers silently, aloud, or in the chat 
 
 

Come Holy Spirit, console all who mourn 
That your beloved may not be overwhelmed by loss, but find comfort 
and strength. 
 

Please add your prayers silently, aloud, or in the chat 
 

Come Holy Spirit, guide us through change and the unknown 
That your beloved may rest in your eternal changelessness. 
 

Please add your prayers silently, aloud, or in the chat 
 
Hear our prayers, God of power, 
And through the ministry of your Son 
fill us with your Spirit, 
that we may desire you as the fullness of life 
and proclaim your saving deeds to all the world.1  Amen. 
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Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent, 
for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you,  
forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
strengthen you in all goodness  
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.    
Amen. 

 

 

*The Peace  
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

The Ministers and Assembly stand to greet one another in the peace of Christ. 
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Blessing Birthdays and Anniversaries  
 

All those celebrating birthdays or anniversaries of any kind are invited to add their name to 
the chat on Zoom or feed on Facebook 
 

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide 
them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort 
them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in 
their hearts may your peace which passes understanding abide all the 
days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Engagement Opportunities 
 
Offertory   
Text 73256 to give. In the body of the text type saintsimons 

“Be Thou My Vision”      

 

 

1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;  
Naught be all else to me save that thou art.  
Thou my best thought by day and by night;  
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

2. Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 

Thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
High King of Heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 
 

5. High King of Heaven, my victory won, 
May I reach Heaven's joys, O bright Heav'ns Sun! 

Heart of my heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.  

 

Text:  Eleanor Hull,  Music:  Richard Shephard   
Sung by St. Simon’s Pop-Up Choir 
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*Presentation of the Gifts 

 

 
*The Great Thanksgiving                                                        BCP form A 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  For you are the source of 
light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, 

and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, 

you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 

our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 

God and Father of all. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 

took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 

to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 

Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and 
ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
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Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the 
joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever.  
 
AMEN. 

 

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, | hallowed be thy Name, | thy kingdom 
come, | thy will be done, | on earth as it is in heaven.| Give us this day 
our daily bread. | And forgive us our trespasses, | as we forgive those | 
who trespass against us. | And lead us not into temptation,| but deliver 
us from evil. | For thine is the kingdom, | and the power, and the glory, 
| for ever and ever. | Amen. 



16 
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The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,  
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

The Presider and those worshipping online consume the host together with these words:  
The body of Christ, the bread of heaven. 

Everyone has a place at God’s table and all are invited to share in communion. You may stand or 
kneel at the rail. Wine is offered in individual cups around the outside of the tray. Grape juice is 
offered in the middle. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, please tell the priest. If you would like to 
participate but do not wish to receive the bread and wine, simply cross your arms across your chest 
and the priest will give you a blessing instead. 

Both the common cup (chalice) and individual cups are offered. Join the line for the chalice on the left 
(pulpit) side or the line on the right (screen) side to receive the individual cups. Grape juice is 
available in the individual cups. 

Note:  Generally, we will begin to sing the communion hymn once the final group of 
communion recipients has knelt at the rail.  This way, more of the congregation can fully 
participate in singing most of the communion hymn.   
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“I come with joy”           Land of Rest  
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Let us pray. 
 

In gratitude for this moment, 
this place,   
those around us,   
Christ among us, 
we give ourselves to you our God. 
 

Take us out to live as changed people 
because we have met the risen Christ 
and cannot be the same. 
 

Ask much of us, 
expect much from us, 
enable much by us, 
encourage many through us. 
 
So may we live to your glory 
both as inhabitants of earth  
and citizens of the commonwealth of heaven.   
Through Jesus our brother,  
with the aid of the Holy Spirit we pray. Amen.2 
 

When members of the community are unable to attend the service, representatives of the people 
are sent with bread and wine to extend our communion with them. 
 

In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy 
gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of 
Christ’s Body and Blood. We who are many are one body, because we all 
share one bread, one cup. 

 

*The Blessing 
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Closing Hymn                         “God be with you”                   

 
 
 
Dismissal  
 

Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.     
Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude   
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       This symbol, next to a hymn, denotes that the hymn (music and/or lyrics) 
was identified as a “favorite” as part of our recent Hymn Favorites survey.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



21 

Worship Space “I Spy” Adventure –  
 

This summer we are drawing attention to the places our building tells a story 
about ourselves and about God.   
 

 
<< Can you spot this?            
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What it tells us about our story: 

This image is part of the King David window (4th on the east side) teaching us 
about one of the primary figures in our salvation history: King David. 

The tree represents an unconditional covenant made between God and David 
through which God promises David and Israel that the Messiah (Jesus Christ) 
would come from the lineage of David.   

Some 200 years later, the prophet Isaiah says, “A shoot shall come out from the 
stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.” (Isaiah 11:1) A prophecy that 
even though the line of kings descending from David had been ended by the 
Babylonians, God still would still keep God’s promise even though it seemed 
impossible. In the Gospels, Jesus’s lineage is traced from the line of King 
David, who was the son of Jesse (Matthew 1:1–17). This is why the Jesse Tree 
is named as such.   

Look closely, can you see the design hidden in the middle of the tree?  
It’s the Chi Rho, an ancient symbol for Jesus. The Chi-Rho 
symbol traces its roots to the early Christian community, where 
abbreviations and signs were common for expressing faith. It 
combines the Greek letters Chi (Χ) and Rho (Ρ), which are the 
first two letters of “Christos,” meaning “Christ” in Greek. This 
combination was not merely a random choice but a purposeful 

representation of Jesus Christ’s identity. Early Christians often used such 
symbols to identify themselves in a time when open profession of faith could 
lead to persecution.  

By the way…. there at least 3 more Chi Rho designs around the church, can 
you find them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIVE-STREAM NOTICE - A reminder, this public service will be live-streamed and your image or the image 
of any children or vulnerable adults in your care may appear in the video.  By your entry and presence in this 
service, you agree on behalf of yourself and any children or vulnerable adults attending with you to be 
photographed, filmed, and/or otherwise recorded, and also agree to our use of such images in any and all 
media. 

Sources & Permissions: This, and all other music, unless otherwise noted, is used by permission of 
OneLicense.net #A-704390. All materials used come from liturgical material approved by the Episcopal 
Church unless noted here: 1 Adapted from Daily Prayer for all Seasons, p.84, © 2014 The Office of the General 
Convention of the Episcopal Church; 2 Iona Abbey Worship Book, p 131-2  
 
Our Cover Art:  
Hochhalter, Cara B.. A Parable - Where to Sit, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the 
Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-
imagelink.pl?RC=59285 [retrieved June 22, 2026]. Original source: Cara B. Hochhalter. 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=59285
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=59285
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St. Simon’s Episcopal Church 

717 W. Kirchhoff Road, Arlington Heights, Illinois 60005 

847.259.2930 ~ office@saintsimons.org ~ www.saintsimons.org 

Parish Office Hours ~ Monday—Thursday ~ 9:00am—3:00pm 

The Rt. Rev. Paula Clark, Bishop of the Diocese of Chicago 
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