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Welcome to St. Simon’s
Celebrating God’s love for all. Embodying Christ in the world.
If you are here today, you belong, no matter where you are on your journey of faith. Welconse.

St Simon’s is a joyful and hopeful congregation that invites all who seek God
into community, questions and doubts included. Please feel free to participate
as fully in the worship of God as you wish. Lift your voice in praise, respond
to the prayers and readings, and come to the altar for communion or a blessing.
Or, if you prefer, sit back quietly and allow God’s Spirit to speak to you in the
way that feels most comfortable.

Welcome, Children. You are invited as full participants in our worship just as
you are. God delights in you.

Welcome, Elders. Your wisdom and experience are valued in our
community. God has shaped you and you are beautiful.

Welcome, you.

Welcome, everyone, to God’s table. This is the table of the risen Lord Jesus
Christ, and all who seek God are invited to share in communion. If you wish to
participate, but prefer not to receive communion, please join everyone coming
forward. Cross your arms over your chest and we will be glad to give you a
blessing instead. If you wish to have communion brought to you at your seat,
or if you desire a gluten-free wafer, please notify an usher.

Wherever you find yourself on the journey, there is a place for you here.
May you encounter God in this community.



The Holy Eucharist

* Indicates the assembly stands, if able.
All portions of the service in Bold are spoken by the assenbly.

Prelude

Words of Welcome
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The Word of God

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

There is one Body and one Spirit;
There is one hope in God’s call to us;
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;

One God and Father of all.

The Gloria S278
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The Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new
covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the
fellowship of Christ's Body may show forth in our lives what we profess by our
taith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons The Assembly is seated

The First Lesson Acts 5:27-32

A reading from the book of The Acts of the Apostles.

When the temple police had brought the apostles, they had them stand before
the council. The high priest questioned them, saying, "We gave you strict
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orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your
teaching and you are determined to bring this man's blood on us." But Peter
and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than any human
authority. The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by
hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior
that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are
witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to
those who obey him."

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

The Psalter Psalm 118:14-29
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1 Hallelujah!

Praise God in his holy temple; *
praise him in the firmament of his power.

2 Praise him for his mighty acts; *
praise him for his excellent greatness.

3 Praise him with the blast of the ram's-horn; *
praise him with lyre and harp.

4 Praise him with timbrel and dance; *
praise him with strings and pipe.



5 Praise him with resounding cymbals; *
praise him with loud-clanging cymbals.

6 Let everything that has breath *
praise the Lord. Halle-lujah!

The Second Lesson Revelation 1:4-8
A reading from the book of Revelation.

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him
who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are
before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of
the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to
be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and
dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who

pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to
be. Amen. "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, who is and
who was and who is to come, the Almighty.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

The Assembly stands as they are able to face the Gospeler.



The Gospel Procession

Al join in singing several times both before and after the gospel.
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The Holy Gospel John 20:19-31

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw
the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord."
But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put
my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe."



A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
"Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see
my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him,
"Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have come to believe."

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not

written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have
life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon Jo Gantzer

A period of silence is shared after the sermon.

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates
The Celebrant says
The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.

I present LLuke Daniel Moreno to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.

The following questions are addressed to the Parents and Godparents

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in
the Christian faith and life?
I will, with God's help.



Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature
of Christ?
I will, with God's help.

Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel
against God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the
creatures of God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
I renounce them.

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?

I do.

Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?

I do.

Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
I do.

The following question is addressed to the congregation

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this person in
his life in Christ?
We will.

Let us join with Luke and his family as they commit themselves to Christ and
renew our own baptismal covenant.
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Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of
the bread, and in the prayers?

I will, with God's help.

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and
return to the Lord?

I will, with God's help.
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Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God's help.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?

I will, with God's help.

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of
every human being?

I will, with God's help.

Prayers for the Candidates

Let us now pray for Luke who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth.

Deliver him, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Open his heart to your grace and truth.
Lotd, hear our prayer.

Fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Keep him in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Teach him to love others in the power of the Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Send him into the world in witness to your love.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory.
Lotd, hear our prayer.
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Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your
Son may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again
in glory; who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen.

Thanksgiving over the Water

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit
moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel
out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus
received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the
Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the
bondage of sin into everlasting life. We thank you, Father, for the water of
Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his
resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.

Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those
who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that
those who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in
the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Luke Daniel, we baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have
bestowed upon this your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised him to
the new life of grace. Sustain him, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give him an
inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to
know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen.

Luke Daniel, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as
Christ's own for ever. Amen.

Receive the light of Christ as a sign of your ministry in his Church. Shine as
Christ’s light in the wotld, to the glory of God. Amen.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ
crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal
priesthood, and join us as ministers in his Church.

"The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Ministers and Assembly stand to greet one another in the peace of Christ.

Blessing Birthdays and Anniversaries

Al those celebrating birthdays or anniversaries of any kind are invited to add their name to
the chat on Zoom or feed on Facebook

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide
them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort
them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in
their hearts may your peace which passes understanding abide all the
days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Engagement Opportunities

Offertory

Text 73256 to give. In the body of the text type saintsimons

Offertory Hymn 296~ “We know that Christ is raised” Engelberg
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Presentation of the Gifts

Praise God, from whom all  bless - ings flow; praise God, all crea-tures
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Lift ~ up your hearts, We Lft them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to
praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. By
his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for
us everlasting life.
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your
Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh,
Jesus, your Son.

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered
us from bondage, and made us free to stand before you. In him, you
have healed our infirmity, forgiven our sin, and made a way home for us
from exile.
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of
the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring
us to that heavenly country where, with Mary, the God-bearer, Blessed Simon
and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head
of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.

~——r”’

A-men.
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, | hallowed be thy Name, | thy kingdom
come, | thy will be done, | on earth as it is in heaven. | Give us this day
our daily bread. | And forgive us our trespasses, | as we forgive those |
who trespass against us. | And lead us not into temptation, | but deliver
us from evil. | For thine is the kingdom, | and the power, and the glory,
| for ever and ever. | Amen.

"The Breaking of the Bread
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us:
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There-fore let us keep the feast. Al-le-lu - ia.

The Invitation
The gifts of God freely given for all.

The Presider consumes the host with those online with these words:
The body of Christ, the bread of heaven.

Everyone has a place at God’s table and all are invited to share in communion. Y ou may
stand or kneel at the rail. Wine is offered in individual cups around the outside of the tray.
Grape juice is offered in the middle. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, please tell the priest. If
you would like to participate but do not wish to receive the bread and wine, sinply cross your
arms across your chest and the priest will give you a blessing instead.
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Both the common cup (chalice) and individual cups are offered. Join the line for the chalice on
the left (pulpit) side or the line on the right (screen) side to receive the individual cups. Grape
Juice is avatlable in the individual cups.

Communion Hymn 209 “We walk by faith” St Botolph
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we re - joice, and cry, “My Lord and God!”
you are near, and seek  where you are found.

as you are, with full and end - less sight
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"Post Communion Prayer

Let us pray.

God of abundance,

you have fed us

with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us

with Christ and one another;

and you have made us one

with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth

in the power of your Spirit,

that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue for ever

in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

"The Blessing

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the
great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,
make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which
is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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Closing Hymn 208 vs “The strife is o’re” Victory
Antiphon (at the begining}
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The Dismissal

Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!

Postlude Festive Trumpet Tune David German

Please join us for a reception in honor of Lutke
in the Parish Hall immediately following the service.

All are invited to sign his Certificate of Baptism.

Our Cover Art: LeCompte, Rowan and Irene LeCompte. Christ shows himself to Thomas, from Art in the
Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville,

TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.p]PRC=54879 [retrieved April 3, 2025]. Original source:
http:/ /www.flickr.com/photos/maryannsolari/5119341372/.
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717 W. Kirchhoff Road, Arlington Heights, Illinois 60005

847.259.2930 ~ office@saintsimons.org ~ www.saintsimons.otg

Parish Office Hours ~ Monday—Thursday ~ 9:00am—3:00pm

The Rt. Rev. Paula Clark, Bishop of the Diocese of Chicago

The Rev. Jennifer Hulen, Rector
Jo Gantzer, Associate for Parish Ministry

Today’s Service Leaders

Presider
Preacher
Crucifer

Chalice Minister
Readers
Intercessor
Ushers

Altar Guild
Porter

Organist
Technical Production Team

LIVE-STREAM NOTICE

A reminder, this public service will be live-streamed and your image or the image of any children or vulnerable
adults in your care may appear in the video. By your entry and presence in this service, you agree on behalf of

The Rev. Jenny Hulen

Jo Gantzer

Sara Lewandowski

Bari Flores

Members of Troop 159

Clara Callahan

Members of Troop 159

Gail Unamboowe | Bari Flores
Alan Medsker

Chelsie Coren

David Romanowski

yourself and any children or vulnerable adults attending with you to be photographed, filmed, and/ or
otherwise recorded, and also agree to our use of such images in any and all media.
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