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Welcome to St. Simon’s 

Celebrating God’s love for all. Embodying Christ in the world. 
 

If you are here today, you belong, no matter where you are on your journey of faith. Welcome. 

St Simon’s is a joyful and hopeful congregation that invites all who seek God 
into community, questions and doubts included. Please feel free to participate 
as fully in the worship of God as you wish.  Lift your voice in praise, respond 
to the prayers and readings, and come to the altar for communion or a blessing. 
Or, if you prefer, sit back quietly and allow God’s Spirit to speak to you in the 
way that feels most comfortable.  

Welcome, Children.  You are invited as full participants in our worship just as 
you are. God delights in you. 

Welcome, Elders.  Your wisdom and experience are valued in our 
community. God has shaped you and you are beautiful. 

Welcome, you. 

Welcome, everyone, to God’s table.  This is the table of the risen Lord Jesus 
Christ, and all who seek God are invited to share in communion. If you wish to 
participate, but prefer not to receive communion, please join everyone coming 
forward.   Cross your arms over your chest and we will be glad to give you a 
blessing instead. If you wish to have communion brought to you at your seat, 
or if you desire a gluten-free wafer, please notify an usher.   

Wherever you find yourself on the journey, there is a place for you here.  
May you encounter God in this community. 
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                               The Holy Eucharist 
                                        * Indicates the assembly stands, if able.  
                         All portions of the service in Bold are spoken by the assembly. 

Prelude            

Words of Welcome  
 

Opening Hymn 205  “Good Christians all, rejoice and sing”     Gelobt sei Gott 
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Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

 

 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

 
The Gloria                                                                           S236 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the        a  -  ges 
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The Word of God 

 

The Collect of the Day 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that 
when we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and 
follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons                 The Assembly is seated 

                                                                         Acts 2:42-47 
 

A reading from the book of the Acts of the Apostles.  

Those who had been baptized devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching  
and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
 
Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done 
by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; 
they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, 
as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, 
they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 
praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the 
Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God. 
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The Psalter                                                                                       Psalm 23 

 

 
 

 
A   The Lord is my shepherd,  

I need nothing more.  
B   You give me rest in green meadows, setting me near calm waters,  

where you revive my spirit.  
 

A   You guide me along sure paths,  
you are true to your name.  

B   Though I should walk in death's dark valley,  
I fear no evil with you by my side, your shepherd's staff to comfort me.  

 

A   You spread a table be-fore me  
as my foes look on.  

B   You soothe my head with oil;  
my cup is more than full.  

 

A   Goodness and love will tend me  
every day of my life.  

B   I will dwell in the house of the Lord  
as long as I shall live.   
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The Second Lesson                                                         1 Peter 2:19-25 
 

A reading from the first letter of Peter. 
 

It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering 
unjustly. If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is 
that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God's 
approval. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 
 

“He committed no sin, 
and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 

 
When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself 
bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were going astray 
like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your 
souls. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 

The Assembly stands as they are able to face the Gospeler. 
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*The Gospel Procession     
 

The chant is sung several times before and after the gospel reading  

 

 
 
*The Holy Gospel                                                            John 10:1-10 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by 
the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who 
enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate 
for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and 
leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, 
and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a 
stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of 
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strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not 
understand what he was saying to them. 

So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 
All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to 
them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and 
go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I 
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.    

 

 

 
The Sermon                                                                     Dianne Shields 
 
A period of silence is shared after the sermon. 
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*The Apostle’s Creed 
 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

 

The Prayers of the People 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

Silence 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
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For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
For the just a proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 
For those who have been disappeared, and all who are in danger, sorrow, or 
any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel. 
 
For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, and Paula, our Bishop; and for all bishops and 
other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church.  
 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially Mary Edith, 
Jan, Sunita, Jerry, Judy, Maria, Ken and Sherry, Virginia, Grayson, James, 
Sandy, Marc, Pat, Trish and all patients, family members and staff at Northwest 
Community Hospital. 
 
 

The people may add their own petitions; silently, spoken or in the chat 
 

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
 
 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
 

The people may add their own petitions; silently, spoken or in the chat  
 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
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We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 
kingdom. 
 

The people may add their own petitions; silently, spoken or in the chat 
 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
 
Celebrant concludes with a suitable Collect. 
 
 

In keeping with the tradition of the early church, the confession is omitted during the Great 
50 Days of Easter. 

 

*The Peace  
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

The Ministers and Assembly stand to greet one another in the peace of Christ. 

 

Blessing Birthdays and Anniversaries  
 

All those celebrating birthdays or anniversaries of any kind are invited to add their name to 
the chat on Zoom or feed on Facebook 
 

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide 
them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort 
them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in 
their hearts may your peace which passes understanding abide all the 
days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Engagement Opportunities 
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Offertory  Text 73256 to give. In the body of the text type saintsimons 

 

Offertory Hymn 645    “The King of love my shepherd is”        St. Columba 
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  *Presentation of the Gifts 

 

 

 
*The Great Thanksgiving                                                          BCP Form B 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to 
praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  By 
his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for 
us everlasting life. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name:                                                                                 
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your 
Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, 
Jesus, your Son.  

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered 
us from bondage, and made us free to stand before you. In him, you 
have healed our infirmity, forgiven our sin, and made a way home for us 
from exile. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  
 

We remember his death,  
We proclaim his resurrection,  
We await his coming in glory;  
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of 
the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  
 

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring 
us to that heavenly country where, with Mary, the God-bearer, Blessed Simon 
and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your children; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 
Church, and the author of our salvation.  
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
 
AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, | hallowed be thy Name, | thy kingdom 
come, | thy will be done, | on earth as it is in heaven. | Give us this day 
our daily bread. | And forgive us our trespasses, | as we forgive those | 
who trespass against us. | And lead us not into temptation, | but deliver 
us from evil. | For thine is the kingdom, | and the power, and the glory, 
| for ever and ever. | Amen. 

 

 
*The Breaking of the Bread 
 

 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread.  
 
A period of silence is kept. 
 

 
The Fraction                                                                          
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The Invitation  

 
The gifts of God freely given for all. 
 
The Presider consumes the host with those online with these words:  
The body of Christ, the bread of heaven. 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone has a place at God’s table and all are invited to share in communion. You may 
stand or kneel at the rail. Wine is offered in individual cups around the outside of the tray. 
Grape juice is offered in the middle. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, please tell the priest. If 
you would like to participate but do not wish to receive the bread and wine, simply cross your 
arms across your chest and the priest will give you a blessing instead. 

Both the common cup (chalice) and individual cups are offered. Join the line for the chalice on 
the left (pulpit) side or the line on the right (screen) side to receive the individual cups. Grape 
juice is available in the individual cups. 
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Communion Hymn 304              “I come with joy”                   Land of Rest 
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*Post Communion Prayer 
 

After communion, the Presider says: 
 

*Let us pray.  
 

God of abundance,  
you have fed us  
with the bread of life and cup of salvation;  
you have united us  
with Christ and one another;  
and you have made us one  
with all your people in heaven and on earth.  
Now send us forth  
in the power of your Spirit,  
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world  
and continue for ever  
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
When members of the community are unable to attend the service, representatives of the people 
are sent with bread and wine to extend our communion with them. 
 

In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy 
gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of 
Christ’s Body and Blood. We who are many are one body, because we all 
share one bread, one cup. 

 

*The Blessing 

May Christ, who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future, fill you with 
his new life; and the blessing of God the Father, God the Son and God the 
Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  
Amen 
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Closing Hymn  708          “Savior like a shepherd lead us”     Sicilian Mariners 
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*The Dismissal  
 

Alleluia, Alleluia!  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

Postlude                
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

LIVE-STREAM NOTICE 
A reminder, this public service will be live-streamed and your image or the image of any children or vulnerable 
adults in your care may appear in the video.  By your entry and presence in this service, you agree on behalf of 
yourself and any children or vulnerable adults attending with you to be photographed, filmed, and/or otherwise 
recorded, and also agree to our use of such images in any and all media. 

Sources & Permissions: This, and all other music, unless otherwise noted, is used by permission of 
OneLicense.net #A-704390. All materials used come from liturgical material approved by the Episcopal 
Church unless noted here.  Psalm tune is from the Portland Psalter © 2002 Robert Hawthorne.  Church 
Publishing Inc.  All Rights Reserved. Used by permission.  
 
Our Cover Art:  Koenig, Peter. I am the Gate, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the 
Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-
imagelink.pl?RC=58511 [retrieved April 20, 2026]. Original source: Peter Winfried (Canisius) Koenig, 
https://www.pwkoenig.co.uk/. 

 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=58511
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=58511


24 

St. Simon’s Episcopal Church 

717 W. Kirchhoff Road, Arlington Heights, Illinois 60005 

847.259.2930 ~ office@saintsimons.org ~ www.saintsimons.org 

Parish Office Hours ~ Monday—Thursday ~ 9:00am—3:00pm 
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