
 

 

 

 

 

The Epiphany of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ 

Sunday, January 4, 2026 
 
 
 



2 

 

 
Welcome to St. Simon’s 

I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. (John 10:10) 
 
St. Simon’s exists so that everyone can experience the abundant life Jesus came 
to bring. While there are many, many ways God’s abundance comes to us, here 
at St. Simon’s we understand our call to help each other and our neighbors… 
 
…experience delight and joy as a way to connect with God. 
…have basic needs met as a way to be safe. 
…enjoy connection to community as a way to avoid loneliness. 
 
If you are here today, you belong, no matter where you are on your journey of 
faith. St. Simon’s is a joyful and hopeful congregation that invites everyone to 
this abundant life, doubts and questions included. Please feel free to participate 
as fully in the worship of God as you wish. Lift your voice in praise, respond to 
the prayers and readings, and come to the altar for communion or a blessing. 
Or, if you prefer, sit back quietly and allow God’s Spirit to speak to you in the 
way that feels most comfortable.  

 

Wherever you find yourself on the journey, there is a place for you here.  
May you encounter God in this community. 
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The Holy Eucharist 
* Indicates the assembly stands, if able.  

All portions of the service in Bold are spoken by the assembly. 
Please silence your cell phone. 

  

              “The first Nowell”             The First Nowell                    
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Blessed be God: the Author, the Only-Begotten, and the Gift.  
You come to set your people free. 
 
 

S-277
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The Word of God 

 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of 
the earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we 
may see your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Lessons                 The Assembly is seated 

Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

A reading from the book of Isaiah.  
 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
 

For darkness shall cover the earth, 
and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will arise upon you, 
and his glory will appear over you. 
 

Nations shall come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 

Lift up your eyes and look around; 
they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms. 
 

Then you shall see and be radiant; 
your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
 

A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

 

A  God, give your king judgment, 
     the son of the King 

B   your sense of what is right; 
      Help him judge your people and do right for the powerless. 
 

A  May mountains bear peace 

     hills bring forth justice. 
B  May the king defend the poor, 
     set their children free, and kill their op-pres-sors.  
 

A  May he live as long as the sun, 
     as long as the moor, for ever. 
B  May he be like rain on a field, 
     live showers that soak the earth. 
 

A  May justice sprout in his time, 
     peace till the moon is no more. 
B  Kings from Tarshish and the island 

     will bring their riches to him. 
 

A  Kings of Sheba, kings of Saba 

     will carry gifts to him. 
B  All kings will bow be-fore him, 
     all the nations serve him. 
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A  He will rescue the poor at their call, 
     those no one speaks for. 
B  Those no one cares for 
     he hears and will save, 
 

A  Save their lives from violence, 
     lives precious in his eyes.   
B  God, give your king judgment,  
     Help him judge your people and do right for the powerless. 
 

Ephesians 3:1-12 
 

A reading from the letter to the Ephesians. 
 

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
Gentiles-- for surely you have already heard of the commission of God's grace 
that was given me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by 
revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you 
to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations 
this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed 
to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have 
become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in 
Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
 

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace 
that was given me by the working of his power. Although I am the very least of 
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all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of 
the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of 
the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through the 
church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the 
eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we 
have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Assembly stands as they are able to face the Gospeler. 
 
 

   
 

All join in singing both before and after the gospel.  
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                                                          Matthew 2:1-12 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 
come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 
and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes 
of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They 
told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 
time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go 
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me 
word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When they had heard the 
king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at 
its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw 
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the 
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid 
him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.   
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                                                                                   Jenny Hulen 

A period of silence is shared after the sermon. 
 
 

*An Affirmation 
 

As children of God, we affirm: 

That God, who is Love, created all and called it good, 
that God is present with all of creation,  
and that, in darkness and in light, God is faithful; 
therefore we, too, seek to be faithful. 
 

That Jesus came to show us Love with a human face, 
that he taught justice and reconciliation and 
suffered on our behalf, 
and that through his faithful example, he embodies hope; 
therefore we, too, seek to be people of justice, 
reconciliation, and hope. 
That the Holy Spirit guides and accompanies us, 



12 

that this same Spirit offers wisdom discernment, 
and that, when we are open, the Spirit can always find a way; 
therefore, we seek to be people filled with God’s Spirit:  
discerning, loving and transforming our world. 
Amen. 

                                 

BCP Form II, Modified 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world, for Sean, our 
Presiding Bishop, for Paula, our Bishop, for this gathering, and for all we who 
are ministers by virtue of our baptism. 
Pray for the Church. 

Please add your prayers silently, aloud, or in the chat or feed 

I ask your prayers for peace, especially in areas of conflict, for goodwill among 
nations, and for the well-being of all people. 
Pray for justice and peace. 

Please add your prayers silently, aloud, or in the chat or feed 

I ask your prayers for our country, for our President, Donald, for mutual 
respect across differences, and for an end to the endemic violence in thought 
and action in our communities. 
Pray we may see Christ in one another. 

Please add your prayers silently, aloud, or in the chat or feed 

I ask your prayers for this congregation, for the Holy Spirit’s guidance in all we 
do, and for courage to follow where God leads. 
Pray for clarity. 

Please add your prayers silently, aloud, or in the chat or feed 
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I ask your prayers for all refugees, for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the 
oppressed, the disappeared, and those in prison. Especially we remember Jan 
Becker, Chuck Braden, Mike Bruce, Sharon Grieger, Sandra Janowski, Sunita 
Johnston, Bonnie Liess, Jerry Shields, Judy Wade, Maria Whelan, and all 
patients, family members and staff at Northwest Community Hospital 
Pray for those in any need or trouble. 

Please add your prayers silently, aloud, or in the chat or feed 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of God. 
Pray that they may find and be found by God. 

Please add your prayers silently, aloud, or in the chat or feed 

I ask your prayers and thanksgivings for this congregation, for our neighbors, 
friends, and families. 
Pray for all those to whom we are connected. 

Please add your prayers silently, aloud, or in the chat or feed 

I ask your prayers for all those who rejoice with us, but on another shore and in 
a greater light. 
Pray for those who have died. 

Please add your prayers silently, aloud, or in the chat or feed 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. 
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 

 
 

Let us confess our sins to God. 
Silence may be kept. 
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Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent, 
for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

  
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

The Ministers and Assembly stand to greet one another in the peace of Christ. 
 

  
 

All those celebrating birthdays or anniversaries of any kind are invited to add their name to 
the chat on Zoom or feed on Facebook 
 

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide 
them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort 
them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in 
their hearts may your peace which passes understanding abide all the 
days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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 Text 73256 to give. In the body of the text type saintsimons 

What Star Is This?   

 
What star is this, with beams so bright,  

More beauteous than the noonday light?  
It shines to herald forth the King,  
And Gentiles to His crib to bring. 

 
Thus spake the prophet from afar  
Who told the rise of Jacob's star:  

And eastern sages with amaze  
Upon the wondrous token gaze. 

 
The guiding star above is bright:  

Within them shines a clearer light,  
And leads them on with power benign  

To seek the Giver of the sign. 
 

To God the Father, heav'nly Light,  
To Christ, revealed in earthly night,  
To God the Holy Ghost we raise  
Our equal and unceasing praise. 

 
Arranged by Michael Bedford,  Text: Charles Coffin
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*The Great Thanksgiving                                                          BCP Form B 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in the mystery of 
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the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to 
give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name:                                                                                       S 128 

 
 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your 
Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, 
Jesus, your Son.  
 

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered 
us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have 
brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life.  
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  
We remember his death,  
We proclaim his resurrection,  
We await his coming in glory; 
  

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of 
the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  
 

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring 
us to that heavenly country where, with Mary the God-bearer, Blessed Simon 
and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your children; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 
Church, and the author of our salvation.  
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
Glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
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And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, | hallowed be thy Name, | thy kingdom 
come, | thy will be done, | on earth as it is in heaven.| Give us this day 
our daily bread. | And forgive us our trespasses, | as we forgive those | 
who trespass against us. | And lead us not into temptation,| but deliver 
us from evil. | For thine is the kingdom, | and the power, and the glory, 
| for ever and ever. | Amen. 

 

*The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread.   
 
A period of silence is kept. 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us: 

 

 
The Invitation  

 
The gifts of God for the People of God.  
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
The Presider consumes the host with those online with these words:  
The body of Christ, the bread of heaven. 

Everyone has a place at God’s table and all are invited to share in communion.  
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You may stand or kneel at the rail. Wine is offered in individual cups around the outside of the 
tray. Grape juice is offered in the middle. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, please tell the priest. If 
you would like to participate but do not wish to receive the bread and wine, simply cross your 
arms across your chest and the priest will give you a blessing instead. 

Both the common cup (chalice) and individual cups are offered. Join the line for the chalice on the 
left (pulpit) side or the line on the right (screen) side to receive the individual cups. Grape juice is 
available in the individual cups. 

119        “As with gladness men of old”                 Dix 
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Let us pray. 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father,  
you have graciously accepted us as living members  
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;  
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace,  
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you  
with gladness and singleness of heart;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

When members of the community are unable to attend the service, representatives of the people 
are sent with bread and wine to extend our communion with them. 
 

In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy 
gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of 
Christ’s Body and Blood. We who are many are one body, because we all 
share one bread, one cup. 
 

 

 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Author, the Only-begotten, and the Gift be 
with you this day, and remain with you until the day dawns and the shadows 
flee, and the Morning Star rises in your hearts forever.  
Amen. 
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 117  “Brightest and best of the stars of morning”    Morning Star            
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIVE-STREAM NOTICE 
A reminder, this public service will be live-streamed and your image or the image of any children or vulnerable 
adults in your care may appear in the video.  By your entry and presence in this service, you agree on behalf of 
yourself and any children or vulnerable adults attending with you to be photographed, filmed, and/or otherwise 
recorded, and also agree to our use of such images in any and all media.  

Sources & Permissions: This, and all other music, unless otherwise noted, is used by permission of 
OneLicense.net #A-704390. All materials used come from liturgical material approved by the Episcopal 
Church unless noted here.  Sources & Permissions: All materials used come from liturgical material approved 
by the Episcopal Church unless noted here. 

 
Our Cover: Ghirlandaio, Domenico, 1449-1494. Adoration of the Three Kings, from Art in the Christian 
Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, 
TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=49129 [retrieved December 17, 2025]. Original 
source: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tornabuoni_Adoration_of_the_Three_Kings_by_Domenico_Ghir
landaio.jpg. 

 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=49129
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