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SHABBAT TIMES

 We find ourselves at this time of year again, one year into the 
pandemic, in which we not only celebrate Purim and Pesach but we also 
read the cycle of four special parshiyot after the Parshat Hashavua.  The 
first is Shekalim, read this past Shabbat, which is the contribution of the 
half shekel, Zachor this Shabbat is the 
mitzvah to remember Amalek, Parah 
discusses the purifying ashes of the red 
heifer and Hachodesh celebrates the 
month of Nissan and the laws of Pesach.  
Aside from each portion?s specific 
theme, what is the thematic 
relationship, if any, between these four 
parshiyot?

In the Haftorah for Tisha B?av, we read the verses in Yirmiyahu 9:22-23 
which declare:

Thus says G-d: Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty 
man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches; rather let him 
that wants to be glorified, be praised with this: that he understands and knows 
Me, that I am G-d who exercises mercy, justice, and righteousness, in the earth; 
for in these things I delight, says G-d.

Parshat Zachor

The Torah Reading this Shabbat 
includes the reading of Parshat 
Zachor. For those able to join us at 
Beth Jacob, the reading will take 
place at approximately 9:20am.

 If you are not able to attend a 
minyan due to Covid-19 
considerations, two options are 
available.

If you have access to a Sefer Torah 
you should read Zachor from the 
Torah, but 
without 
Brachot.

If you don?t 
have access to 
a Sefer Torah, 
you should 
read Zachor from a Chumash. In 
this case, during the coming 
summer, when Parashat Ki 
-Teitzei is read (Shabbat August 
21st), you should have in mind 
that you are fulfilling the mitzvah 
of Zachor with that Torah reading.

Shulchan Aruch (OC 685:7) writes 
that there are opinions that 
Parshat Zachor, the special Torah 
reading to remember the 
treachery of Amalek that will be 
read this Shabbat, is a Torah 
obligation. Only a male adult who 
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Rav Aharon Soloveitchik zt?l 
explained that these verses are 
the key to understanding the 
thematic thread between the four 
portions. The first expression- 
that a wise man should not boast 
because of his wisdom- is 
reflected by the portion of Parah. 
Even King Solomon, the wisest of 
human beings, openly expresses 
his frustration with the 
incomprehensibility of the red 
heifer. There is no compelling 
logical explanation as to why the 
heifer?s ashes defile the pure and 
yet purify the defiled. The red 
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heifer reminds us about the limits of our wisdom and that some things 
we, as mortals, will never understand.

The second expression- that a strong man should not boast because of 
his physical might- is reflected by the portion of Zachor. Amalek had 

the qualitative military edge and yet, they 
were defeated by the weaker Jewish army 
because the Jews possessed the power of 
faith.  

The third expression- that a wealthy person 
should not boast due to her wealth is 
symbolized by the portion of shekalim. 
With the half shekel, there was no 

distinction between the wealthy and the poor. For the census, the 
sockets and communal sacrifices- all of which were destinations of the 
half shekel contribution- all Jews were equal partners and not divided 
by economic class.

Wisdom, strength and wealth are all, each in their own way, very 
worthwhile pursuits. However, Shekalim, Zachor and Parah remind us 
that each have limitations and requires our proper perspective to 
utilize them properly. These pursuits are not ends but rather means to 
the goal of performing good deeds and developing a strong, healthy 
relationship with our Creator. This goal is symbolized by the fourth 
and final parsha of Hachodesh from Shemot, in which the relationship 
between the Jewish nation and G-d begins to develop in a significant 
way through the obligation of mitzvot. In fact, Hachodesh hazeh 
lachem, sanctifying the new moon, is the first mitzvah given to the 
Jewish people as a nation.

We all desire to attain wisdom, strength and wealth but if we?and our 
community- truly want praise, as the verse in Yirmiyahu states, let us 
use our knowledge, talents and possessions to come to know G-d, to 
develop a relationship with Him and emulate his ways of mercy, 
generosity and social justice because in these G-d truly delights.

Shabbat Shalom!
Rabbi Topp

HALACHA CORNER
CONTINUED

DVAR TORAH - CONTINUED

POINTS TO PONDER FOR THE SHABBAT TABLE

Would you rather 

be well- known for something bad  

OR 

not  be known at  all

 Anyone who judges [the righteous] unfavorably and does 
not see their act ions to be worthy of merit  but just i?es 

evildoers, has a trace of evil. (Rabbeinu Yona on Ethics of 
Our Fathers) 

  A good name is better than fragrant oil, and the day of 
death [is better] than the day of birth. (Ecclesiastes 7:1) 

 ?For silver? the crucible, for gold? the furnace, and a man 
by his praise.? (Proverbs 27:21) Rabbeinu Yonah explains: 

You can tell what a man?s true character is by not icing 
what and who he chooses to praise.

is obligated in this mitzvah may 
read aloud this Torah portion and 
fulfill the obligation for all those 
that listen. Although ordinarily, we 
rely on the assumption that a 
bar-mitzvah boy has reached 
physical maturity and is obligated 
in all mitzvot, when it comes to 
exempting others in a Torah 
obligation we are more strict. The 
Magen Avraham (39:1) writes that 
once a boy 
reaches age 
eighteen, he 
can be 
assumed to 
be physically 
mature. At 
that point he 
can be relied 
upon to fulfill Torah obligations, 
but not before. Therefore, it is 
preferable that a young man should 
not read Parshat Zachor. However, 
other poskim are lenient especially 
if it might otherwise cause 
embarrassment or division.

For more questions like this, purchase the NCSY Box from Menucha Bookstores or in Judaica stores near you.
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