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What is Your Personality Type- Vayikar or Vayikra?

?Vayikra el Moshe, Vayedaber Hashem eilav m?ohel moed.? He called to 
Moshe, and G-d spoke to him from the meeting tent.

The Book of Vayikra begins in a 
mysterious fashion in two 
respects. Firstly, the identity of 
the caller is withheld at first, with 
the pasuk beginning ?He called to 
Moshe? and only in the latter 
part of the pasuk does it reveal 
that this is G-d speaking to him. 
Secondly, as is well known, in the 
Sefer Torah and our Chumashim, 
the letter ?alef? of the word Vayikra is in smaller font than the other letters. 
Why the small alef?

To understand the opening of our Sefer, I would like to suggest that a 
person can react to experiences in his or her life in one of two possible 
ways.The first type of reaction is to perceive the experience as a Vayikar. 
Vayikar is from the word mikreh- which implies a random, chance 
occurrence. A person perceiving an event as Vayikar understands the 

Matza Ashira

A common term used in the 
Haggadah to describe Matzah is 
?Lechem Oni.? It is commonly 
translated as ?the bread of 
affliction,? or ?the bread of 
poverty,? with the understanding 
that this is what poor people eat, 
and what the Egyptians fed the 
Jewish people as slaves. (See 
Ramban Devarim 16:2, and 
commentaries on the Haggadah.)

Interestingly, The Maharal 
disagrees with 
this 
interpretation, 
saying we have 
no source that 
the Jews ate 
Matzah while 
enslaved in Egypt. In fact, the 
verse indicates the opposite. ?We 
remember the fish that we ate in 
Egypt, free of charge? (Bamidbar 
11:5). Then there is the verse 
(Devarim 16:3) ?Don?t eat 
leavened bread with [the Pesach 
offering]; seven days shall you 
eat? Matzah, the bread of poverty, 
for in haste you left Egypt.? If the 
Jews ate Matzah as slaves, why is 
leaving Egypt in haste given as a 
reason for the commandment to 
eat it!? 
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circumstances as not having any 
greater purpose and not requiring 
anything of him or her.

The second approach is to perceive 
life?s experiences as Vayikra with 
an alef. Vayikra means a personal 
call. With this perspective, 
promoted by the Torah, the event 
has a purpose and is inviting us to 
react, to be thoughtful, to respond. 
It?s a charge to the person to 
intervene and become actively 
involved. After all, we may not be 
able to control the circumstances, 
but every human being is created 
in the image of G-d with the free 
will to choose how to respond to 
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those circumstances.

At this juncture of the Torah, the Jewish People had 
just invested several months of effort to successfully 
build the Mishkan. Moshe, who had already 
accomplished an incredible amount was considering 
stepping down, says the Medrash, and G-d needed to 
encourage him to stay on and teach the Jews about the sacrificial service. 
This conveys that in a sense, Moshe was faced with a personal conflict of 
whether to view the building of the Mishkan as Vayikar or Vayikra? He 
could view the inaugurated Mishkan as a glorious achievement, but 
ultimately as vayikar- where he can be a spectator or he could perceive 
the situation as another glorious window of opportunity, which was 
Vayikra, calling him to rise to the challenge.

It could have gone either way. The opening call was anonymous?vayikra 
el moshe because the Divine element and personal charge was not evident 
initially. The opening word of Vayikra is spelled with a small alef to 
express the idea that it is often ambiguous, it?s a fluctuating alef, even for 
someone on the level of Moshe. However, Moshe interprets it as Vayikra 
with an alef, as a personal call to step up to the plate and continue to lead, 
which then triggers Vayedaber Hahem eilav- Hashem directly speaks to 
him.

Each of us should therefore ask ourselves?What type of person am I? Am 
I a Vayikar personality or a Vayikra personality? Do I perceive events as 
Vayikar, without an alef, in which I experience those events, follow the 
news of a crisis in Israel or at home, hear about an injustice or a person in 
need, but in all of these cases, act passively as a spectator and don?t 
personally view it as a call to respond? Or do I engage with the spirit of 
Vayikra, viewing experiences as calls to become actively involved to shape 
events? Do I become fully engaged in spiritual experiences and view a 
crisis or injustice as an opportunity to help? The Torah wants us to 
emulate Moshe and detect the alef so that we view events in our lives with 
a sense of purpose, as Vayikra, a personal call for us to respond and 
positively impact the world around us.

Shabbat Shalom!
Rabbi Kalman Topp
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POINTS TO PONDER FOR THE SHABBAT TABLE
Would you rather 

know all the mysteries of the universe  

OR 

know the true outcomes of every choice 
you make

 Everything is foreseen [in advance by God], and freewill is 
given [to man], and with goodness the world is judged. And 
all is in accordance to the majority of the deed. (Ethics of 

our Fathers 3:15) 

 Four people entered an orchard: Rabbi Akiva, Ben Azzai, 
Ben Zoma, and Acher. Ben Azzai looked and died, Ben 
Zoma looked and went crazy, Acher tore up the plants, 

and Rabbi Akiva entered and left  in peace. (Chagiga 14b)

One way or the other, Matzah that 
was kneaded only with fruit juice 
such as wine or oil without any 
water is called Matzah Ashira (rich 
Matzah) that according to the 
opinion of the Shulchan Aruch does 
not become Chametz even if it sits 
all day. Therefore, it is permitted to 
be eaten on Pesach, but one cannot 
fulfill his obligation of eating 
Matzah with it, because it is not 
Lechem Oni 
(poor bread) 
and this is 
the 
Sephardic 
custom. 
According 
to the Rema 
and so is the Ashkenazic custom, 
Matzah Ashirah is not baked or 
eaten unless in extenuating 
circumstances for an ill or elderly 
person who needs it. Even then one 
should bake the dough immediately 
and not let it sit, because 
Lechatchilah (at the outset) we take 
into consideration the opinions of 
the Poskim that also fruit juice 
becomes Chametz  and even quicker 
then water, and we also are 
concerned that maybe some water 
got mixed in the juice and then all 
agree it can become Chametz.

For more questions like this, purchase the NCSY Box from Menucha Bookstores or in Judaica stores near you.
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