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	Text1: Dear Staff,As you must have heard by now, a vaccine has been approved for Covid-19. This is fantastic news for the world and for us here at Arc Sullivan-Orange and Arc of Dutchess. Our staff and people supported will be given priority to receive this very important vaccine. We are fortunate to have this opportunity to participate before the general public which could be months away. I am urging everyone to strongly consider getting the vaccine for the benefit of our entire organization.The Pandemic has affected all of us in one way or another making our lives difficult and scary at times. We need to take broad steps to overcome this Pandemic and get our lives back to normal, which includes getting at least 80-85% of us vaccinated, according to Dr. Fauci. For those of you that have already decided that you will be getting the vaccine, thank you and congratulations on making a decision that will benefit you, your coworkers, those we support, our community and the country.  For those who complete the vaccination process we will be adding one additional day to your UPT time as a reward for doing the right thing.In the next few days we will be sending out a series of research based communications that give all the facts, in order to address any questions or concerns you may have. We will also be providing the policy changes around the vaccine.  We will keep you informed of procedures, dates and times as we expect to begin the process very soon.We have seen a surge of COVID in the agency following the Thanksgiving Holiday.  This is placing a strain on the agency in terms of staffing and generating revenue.   This will be compounded by families and friends getting together over the Holidays. I ask staff to please limit their New Year’s Celebration to those activities that will keep you safe and COVID free.Please feel free to reach out to me or Denise Burgio, or any of our nurses if you have any questions or concerns.Sincerely,Ric


