
 
 

January 25, 2021 

Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo 

Governor, State of New York  

Executive Chamber  

The Capitol  

Albany, NY 12224 

 

Dear Governor Cuomo, 

We are writing to express our serious concern regarding Executive Order 202.91 and the 

subsequent letter from DOH Commissioner Zucker dated January 23, 2021, which articulates a new 

proportionality-based vaccine distribution plan. This new mandate is creating the very vaccine 

inequities that your original plan sought to protect against. 

This new executive order declares that "proportional" is "fair," yet it is not fair to our front line 

health care workers, emergency workers, and our most vulnerable New Yorkers to bear a 

proportional burden in this pandemic. 

We cannot call health care workers heroes one day and then deny them priority access to 

vaccination the next. A large number of health care workers and essential workers  in the Capital 

Region are people of color and part of the communities that you wish to ensure are treated 

equitably.  Further, we are alarmed that most of our intellectual/developmentally disabled 

community (I/DD), living in certified residential settings, as well as the care staff who support 

them, are conspicuously absent from the latest EO and DOH Commissioner Zucker’s guidance.  

People with I/DD, living in congregate settings, are more likely to get seriously ill and die from 

COVID-19 due to the nature of their disabilities and their living environment.  Your original vaccine 

distribution prioritization plan rightly placed people with I/DD, and the staff who support them, in 

the first phase of vaccine administration.  Anything less cannot be considered fair or equitable. 

The Regional Hub model was ensuring equity of vaccine access and identifying those most in need 

of vaccination.  The Capital Region Hub has a health equity plan.  The Capital Region Hospitals have 

prioritized their front-line health care workers, communities of color, and the 

intellectual/developmentally disabled community (I/DD). Most importantly, the regional hubs are 

working with individuals and organizations closest to the people and they are best positioned to 

accomplish our mutual goal. They need the vaccine allocations to complete this mission, however, 

the executive order ensures that more than 75% of the very limited vaccine supply will go to lower 

priority individuals of 65 and older who may be far less vulnerable.  This undermines the mission of 

providing equity to our most vulnerable and under-represented New Yorkers as many of the 

intended population do not have access to the technology or are hampered by mobility concerns.    

The importance of administering all available vaccine doses is obvious to all, and this mandate 

would not be compromised by providing the full supply necessary to vaccinate our 1a populations. 

Allocating the majority of the region's doses to the mass-vaccination sites, and forcing the local 

health departments to serve only the 1b population, is leaving the most vulnerable and critical 1a 
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New Yorkers unvaccinated and in fact is contrary to our mutual mission of a fair and equitable 

distribution. Considering this, how many individuals with disabilities are able to drive through the  

mass vaccination sites let alone what about those in our urban areas who do not have access to 

vehicles in the dead of winter.   

We request that you return to the original state plan of ensuring priority access to vaccination for 

the defined 1a populations until such time that vaccine supply allows for vaccination of lower 

priority groups. It is the fair and equitable thing to do. Thank you in advance for your attention to 

this urgent matter. 

Sincerely,  

 

   

 

Neil D. Breslin, State Senator, 44th District 

  

 

 

John McDonald, Member of Assembly, 108th 

District 

 

Patricia Fahy, Member of Assembly, 109th 

District 

 

 

Carrie Woerner, Member of Assembly, 113th 

District

 

cc:   Dr. Howard A. Zucker, Commissioner of Health, NYS DOH 

Hon. Carl Heastie, Speaker of the New York State Assembly 

Hon. Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Majority Leader of the New York State Senate 


