9 Q} SERVICE OF THE WORD
THE SECOND SUNDAY
AFTER EPIPHANY

fQ ? SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 2026

10:15 AM

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH!

The Bold Print indicates responses spoken by all.
The ELW hymns are also found in the red hymnal located in the pew.

THE GATHERING

The Prelude Better Is One Day with Come Into His Presence
Redman/arr. Tornquist

The Welcome and Announcements
Please stand as you are able.

THE CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

Trusting in God's tender mercy, let us confess our sin in the
presence of God and of one another.

Brief pause for self-reflection.

P Most merciful God,

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.



P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,

and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been
saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

C Amen.
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THE GATHERING HYMN Arise, Your Light Has Come! ELW 314
(IR . .
A "nﬂ | ] I | —— i m—| [ | - |
Q"3 1o 4 4o e I
1 A - rise, your light has come! The Spir - it’s call o - bey:
2 A - rise, your light has come! Fling wide the pris- on door;
3 A - rise, your light has come! All you in sor - row  born,
4 A - rise, your light has come! The moun - tains burst in song!

show forth the glo -ry of your God which shines on you to - day.
pro - claimthe cap-tive’s lib - er - ty, good tid - ings to the poor.
bind up the bro-ken - heart-ed ones and com - fort those who mourn.
Rise up like ea-gles on the wing, God’s pow’r will make us strong.

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893

Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

HE APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

p
C

Let us pray.

Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold
us forever, that through your grace we may worship you and
faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.



THE WORD

THE FIRST LESSON—ISAIAH 49:1-7

' Listen to me, O coastlands; pay attention, you peoples from far away!
The LORD called me before | was born; while | was in my mother’'s womb
he named me. °He made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow
of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow; in his quiver he
hid me away. ®And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom
| will be glorified.” “But I said, “I have labored in vain; | have spent my
strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the LORD and
my reward with my God.” ° And now the LORD says, who formed me in
the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel
might be gathered to him, for | am honored in the sight of the LORD,
and my God has become my strength—° he says, “It is too light a thing
that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to
restore the survivors of Israel; | will give you as a light to the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” ’Thus says
the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply
despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see
and stand up; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because of
the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND LESSON—1 CORINTHIANS 1:1-9

"Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and
our brother Sosthenes, ° To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those
who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all
those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both
their Lord and ours: °Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ. “1 give thanks to my God always for you because
of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, ° for in every
way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every
kind °just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among
you ’so that you are not lacking in any gift as you wait for the revealing
of our Lord Jesus Christ. ®He will also strengthen you to the end, so
that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. ° God
is faithful, by whom you were called into the partnership of his Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.



L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e -ter-nal life.

THE HOLY GOSPEL—JOHN 1:29-42
P The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the first chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

I [John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, "Here
is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! *°This is he of
whom | said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he
was before me." ' myself did not know him, but | came baptizing with
water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” *’ And John
testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it
remained on him. **1 myself did not know him, but the one who sent
me to baptize with water said to me, 'He on whom you see the Spirit
descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’

** And | myself have seen and have testified that this is the Chosen One.”

*>The next day John again was standing with two of his

disciples, “° and as he watched Jesus walk by he exclaimed, “Look, here
is the Lamb of God!" *’ The two disciples heard him say this, and they
followed Jesus. ** When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said
to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which
translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” *°He said to them,
“Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they
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remained with him that day. It was about four o'clock in the
afternoon. “°One of the two who heard John speak and followed him
was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. “'He first found his brother Simon
and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated
Anointed). “’He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said,
"You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is
translated Peter).

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

THE SERMON Cheryl Burke

THE HYMN OF THE DAY  Jesus Calls Us; O'er the Tumult ELW 696
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2 As of old Saint An -drew  heard it by  the
3 Je - sus calls us from the wor - ship of  the
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toil and hours of case, still  he  calls, in carcs and
may we  hear your call, give our hearts to your o -
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sound - ing, say - ing, “Chris - tian, fol - low me:”
kin - dred, leav - ing all for Je - sus’ sake.
keep us, say - ing, “Chris - tian, love me more.”
plea - sures, “Chris-tian, love me more than these.”
be - dience, serve and love you best of all.

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: GALILEE. William H. Jude, 1851-1922

Please stand as you are able.



THE APOSTLES’ CREED

P With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

C | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P As God'’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the
church, the whole human community, and the well-being of the
earth, our home.

After each petition, please respond:

P ..Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

P Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us,
we commend all for whom we pray to God's loving-kindness made
known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.

C Amen.

0

THE PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you.
C And also with you.

The assembly is invited to share a sign of peace with one another.
Please be seated.



THE THANKSGIVING
THE ORGAN OFFERTORY Jesus Calls Jude/arr. Smith

THE CHOIR ANTHEM Day by Day Hughes

Please stand as you are able.

THE OFFERTORY HYMN Garnaas-Holmes

We give our gifts, O God, as  bran-ches of your vine. The
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fruits we bear the love we share, flow from our life in  you.

Text: Steve Garnaas-Holmes
Music: TERRA BEATA, Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852-1930

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

P Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our
time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered,
in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

P

Holy God, Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of
goodness, we hear your Word in the scriptures, proclaiming to
us your wisdom and inviting us to follow your call. For speaking
this Word, we thank you, O God.

We thank you, O God.

Your Word came among us in Jesus, our brother, who preached
your righteousness, healed the sick, and revived the brokenhearted.
For giving us this Word, we worship you, O God.

We worship you, O God.

By your Spirit, bless all who receive this Word, that upheld by
the mystery of the body of Christ, we may be light for the world,
revealing the brilliance of your Son. For sustaining us with your
Word, we praise you, O God.

We praise you, O God.

Blessed are you, holy God, around us, with us, and in us,

now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

p
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

THE SENDING

THE BENEDICTION

P

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord'’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
(SUNG) Amen. Amen. Amen.



THE SENDING HYMN  We Are Marching in the Light of God ELW 866
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Additional stanzas ad lib.:
We are dancing ...
We are praying ...
We are singing ...

Text: South African traditional; r. Freedom Is Coming, 1984
Music: Sivanamea, South African rraditional
Tr. @ 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.

Duplication in any form prolubited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



THE DISMISSAL
P Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C  Thanks be to God.

The Postlude Sunshine and Joy Medley Hayes

SERVING OUR PARISH THIS MORNING

Presiding Cheryl Burke
Organist/Choir Director Fawn Albert
Acolyte/Bell Ringer

Ushers Bobbi Jo Kline (DIC), Dennis Rehrig,
& Ken Staller

Lector Ruthann Mantz

Camera Operator Grady Newhard

Altar Guild Denise Miller

COMMEMORATIONS TO THE GLORY OF GOD
The chancel flowers and bulletins are presented to the Glory of God.

KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS: Burlene Balliet, Scott Barhight, Janice Beck,
Dolly Cunfer, Kathleen Deibert, Janice Dormida, Linda Durback, Cheryl
Hower, Dawson Kunz, Paul L., Carol MacCrindle, Maria Mitchell, Bartine
Mummey, Susan Queen, Preston Raber, Betsy Rauch, Veronica Redline,
Ashley Remaly, Hope Roberts, Christine Sigley, Doris Snyder, Ed Stephen,
Colson Tkach, Lydia Weaver, Kathy Williams, and Bill Yelland.

PLEASE PRAY for the family of Gloria Martin in the passing of Gloria on
Sunday, January 11. Services will be on Monday at 11:00 A.M. at Harding

Funeral Home. There will be a calling hour from 10:00 to 11:00 A.M. at the
funeral home.

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY: 10:15 AM—48 S.S.—29.

OFFERING LAST WEEK: $1,399.21
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THIS WEEK'S ACTIVITIES:
Today 9:00 AM—Sunday School-Birthday Social
10:15 AM—Service of the Word
11:30 AM-1:00 PM—Rock-a-thon

8:00 PM—AA.
Monday 6:30 PM—Youth Gathering Meeting
7:00 PM—Women's Club
Tuesday 7:30 PM—Union Cemetery Meeting
Wednesday 10:00 AM—Chair Yoga
7:00 PM—Choir
Thursday 8:00 PM—AA.
Saturday 9:00-11:00 AM—January Food Sale Pick-up
ANNOUNCEMENTS

HAPPY BIRTHDAY THIS WEEK TO: Jeffrey Green, Kevin Gruber, Alexis
Heckman, Adleigh Long, Cayden Long, Bradley Mackaravitz, Kayla Molitoris,
Kylie Rex, Jeffrey Rhoda, Joey Shankweiler, Allan Sipos, Susan Smith, Aiden
Vanlieu, Christopher Williams, and Dennis Williams Jr.

HAPPY BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARY THIS WEEK TO: Ryan Feifel,
David Sigley, William Snyder, and Edwin Stephen.

THANK YOU to Cheryl Burke for leading worship today.

ROCK-A-THON IS TODAY! The Youth Fellowship/Confirmation class will
hold a Rock-a-Thon to raise money for The Northern Lehigh Food Bank
TODAY from 11:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. We will have four rocking chairs we
need to keep rocking continuously from 11:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. The initial
rocking will happen from 9:00 to 10:00 A.M. by the Sunday School children
during their annual Birthday Social. We will stop the rocking during the
church service. We will take a loud offering this morning for the food bank.
Rocking will restart at 11:30 A.M. and continue until 1:00 P.M. Everyone is
invited! Donation containers and sign-up sheets are at the Rock-a-Thon
displays on the rear radiator cover in church and in the Fellowship Hall.
Ways you can help:
1. Sign up to rock in one of the four rocking chairs for a 15-minute shift.
2. Place a donation in any donation container at a Rock-a-thon display.
Donations of canned vegetables, soup, ramen noodles, crackers,
canned tuna & chicken, spaghetti sauce, and cereal for the food
bank are also welcome.
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3. Volunteer to work at the bake sale, kitchen, or craft area.

4. Stop by, have lunch, buy some dessert, and cheer on the rockers.
Menu is: chicken noodle soup, turkey BBQ, hamburger BBQ,
hot dogs, beef cheesesteak eggrolls, snack bags, ice cream,
water, soda, iced tea, coffee, and tea.

FEBRUARY IS S.O.A.P. CLOSET MONTH for the Northern Lehigh Food
Bank. S.O.A.P. stands for “Save Our Appearance Please!” This program
was started by one of Slatington’s Boy Scouts as his Eagle Scout project.
It involves the churches in the community committing to provide items
other than food for the food bank families for one month during the year.
St. John's Lutheran has committed to providing these items to the Northern
Lehigh Food Bank for the month of February each year. Please bring non-
food donations each Sunday to church as follows:

Week 1 (February 1) — Toilet Tissue

Week 2 (February 8) — Bars of Soap

Week 3 (February 15) — Toothpaste

Week 4 (February 22) — Detergent

JANUARY FOOD SALE ORDERS ARE DUE TODAY - The Catering
Committee is sponsoring a soup, sandwich, and PA Dutch corn pie sale

for January. The order forms are blue and due back TODAY. Pick-up is on
Saturday (January 24) from 9:00 to 11:00 A.M. The sandwich choice is a cold
Reuben sandwich. Soup choices are: chicken tortellini soup, chili con carne,
and old-fashion chicken noodle soup. You can also order PA Dutch corn
pies (ready-to-bake, frozen). Return order forms to Harrison Williams.

You can call your order into Harrison at 610-216-4284 or e-mail him at
williamshj2514@msn.com.

YOUTH GATHERING COMMITTEE MEETING — There will be a meeting
TOMORROW (January 19) at 6:30 P.M. in the church office for all youth
and parent/guardian who are planning to attend the ELCA Youth Gathering
in Minneapolis in June of 2027.

CHRISTMAS BAG HELP NEEDED - The children of the Sunday School and
Youth Fellowship class prepared Christmas gift bags for the shut-in/special
concerns members of our congregation. We are looking for help delivering
the last few bags. The bags can be picked up in the Fellowship Hall. The list
of shut-ins/special concerns members and the sign-up sheets are by the
bags.
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NEWSLETTER HELPERS will be needed on Wednesday, January 28, at
1:00 P.M. to collate the February/March newsletter. Please let Sharon
know if you can help with newsletter collating.

ANNUAL REPORTS for each organization of the church are due to the
church office by Friday, January 30. Forms for submitting your annual
report are in each organization’s mail bin in the church office and in the
tract rack outside the church office. Reports are needed by the end of
January for the auditors to do the annual audit of the books in February.

COFFEE HOUR SPONSOR NEEDED for February 1. Coffee hours will

be held the first Sunday of the month if there are people willing to bake.
Hosts and hostesses are needed each month. Please sign the coffee hour
sign-up sheet at the rear of the church if you are willing to help provide
baked goods for the February 1 coffee hour.

SPONSORS NEEDED - The 2026 sponsor charts are posted on the bulletin
board outside the church office. Sponsors are needed for each Sunday or
special service. Sign up for any open dates on the sponsor charts or call the
church office at 610-767-6361. Sponsors are needed for several dates this
winter as follows:

e Flower sponsors are needed for the following dates: February 1, 8,
18 (Ash Wednesday), 22 and March 1, 8, & 22. The cost to sponsor
flowers is $35.00 per date.

e Bulletin sponsors are needed for the following dates: February 15,

18 (Ash Wednesday), & 22, and March 1 & 22. The cost to sponsor
bulletins is $25.00 per date.

A PORK & SAUERKRAUT SUPPER will be held on Saturday, February 7,
from 3:30 to 6:00 P.M. You can eat in or take-out. Menu is: pork &
sauerkraut, mashed potatoes, buttered lima beans, bread & butter, and
homemade desserts. Tickets are $14.00 per meal and can be purchased
from any member of the Catering Committee, Sundays before or after

the service, or from the church office during the week. You can also reserve
tickets by calling the church office at 610-767-6361 or Harrison Williams

at 610-216-4284. Donations of baked goods are needed and would be
greatly appreciated. Please have baked good donations to the church

by 3:00 P.M. on Saturday, February 7.
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SOUPER SUNDAY - Help wind up the NFL season in a really “souper” way.
On Sunday, February 8, “Souper Bowl Sunday,” please bring boxes or cans
of soup to church for the Northern Lehigh Food Bank. Monetary donations
may also be made to the food bank. You can cheer on your team knowing
you have provided some warm food for the needy during the cold weather.

PANCAKE DINNER — Mark your calendars! We will have a Pancake Dinner
on Shrove Tuesday, February 17, from 5:00 to 7:00 P.M. in the Fellowship
Hall. The pancake dinner will be free. All donations received will go towards
the summer Breakfast Bunch.

ASH WEDNESDAY - Lent, when we remember Christ's suffering and death
for our sakes, begins on Ash Wednesday, February 18. The service will offer
Holy Communion and the imposition of ashes. We will have a soup supper
prior to the service that night.

LOOSE CHANGE PARTY TIME! Mark your calendars — Saturday, March 14,
is the St. John's Lutheran Church Loose Change Party (formerly Penny Party).
Doors open at 12:00 Noon; the fun begins at 1:00 P.M. The kitchen will be
open. There may be a 50/50 drawing as well as a mini-basket social/Chinese
auction. All items are needed by Sunday, March 8. This will allow us time to
organize and mark all items.
Loose Change Party — We need auction items. This list may vary from
food items, paper products, personal care items, household items, etc.
The list is endless; any items would be greatly appreciated. Please
make sure items donated are not out of date.

Baked Goods — Individually wrapped baked goods for a bake sale
are needed and can be brought that morning to the church.

Mini-basket Social/Chinese Auction — Larger items will be needed
such as afghans, home craft items, gift baskets, gift cards, etc.

Youth, we could use your assistance to help as runners. \We also
need help in the kitchen and to sell tickets. If you have any questions
or want to help with the loose change party, please contact Myra
Handwerk at 610-826-4945.

ORGAN REPAIRS have started! The organ console was taken last week.
Upgrades should be completed in about six weeks. Anyone wishing to
donate towards the upgrade/repairs to our Moeller organ can do so.
Mark "Organ Repairs” on your envelope.
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BUILDING HOURS - The church office is open daily Monday through Friday
from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. (except for holidays/vacations). The church
building is unlocked Monday through Saturday from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
and in the evenings when there are meetings in the church building. The
church also will be open Sunday mornings for the church service and Sunday
School. Anyone needing to get into the church building other than the
above times should call the church office at 610-767-6361. When Sharon is
alone in the office, the front doors will be locked. Just ring the bell to gain
access to the building.

CHURCH CALENDAR - A master calendar of all events held on the church
premises is retained in the church office to avoid double booking the
available rooms in the church and ensure the building is unlocked. Please
call and talk to Sharon in the church office (610-767-6361) to make sure the
building is available for use. Do NOT mark the event on the calendar posted
on the bulletin board across from the church office; Sharon will mark dates
on that calendar so there are no conflicts.

PLEASE CALL the church office (610-767-6361) whenever a family member,
neighbor, or friend who is a member of St. John's is hospitalized or moves
from one hospital to another. Please give our church code “290" to the
local hospitals when being admitted. Hospitals do NOT notify the church;
we will only get information if you call us. As the two hospital networks
have grown, we do not get names even when calling with our church code.
Please call the church to keep us informed of any hospitalizations so we can
keep people in our prayers.

LIVESTREAM NOTICE — Our 10:15 AM service is streamed live online
every week on Facebook. The front of the sanctuary, which includes the
space for holy communion and children’s messages are included in the
video. By being in this space, you may be included in the livestream
and/or the recorded video posted on our website.
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ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH

40 2nd Street, Slatington, Pennsylvania 18080

St. John's Lutheran Church is located in the heart of Slatington, Pennsylvania
and has served the Lehigh Valley since 1868.

CHURCH STAFF SUNDAY WORSHIP
10:15 AM

Sharon Stehly, Church Administrator

Fawn Albert, Organist and Choir Director :gglAD,GY SCHooL

Harrison Williams, Sexton

BUILDING HOURS

CONTACT Weekd 9 AM to 3 PM
Phone (610)767-6361 eekdays ©
. . . . Saturday 9 AM to 3 PM
Email  stjohnslatington@gmail.com
Sunday 7 AM to 12 PM

Visit us online at stjohnslatington.org

and follow us on Facebook

ONLINE GIVING

For your convenience, St. John's Lutheran
Church accepts online offerings through Vanco,
an online payment processing service.

With Vanco, you can choose to give a one-time
offering, or you can create an account to
schedule weekly or monthly tithes.

To give today, scan the QR Code above by opening your cell phone's
camera. This will direct you to the church’s online giving website.

Liturgy and image from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB168044.
Hymns from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 and All Creation Sings © 2020. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under OnelLicense #739824-A. New Revised Standard Version
Bible © 1989. Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. The Prayer of the Day from
the Vanderbilt Divinity Library.
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