
1 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY  

AFTER PENTECOST 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2025   10:15 AM 
 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
 

The Bold Print indicates responses spoken by all. 

The ELW hymns are also found in the red hymnal located in the pew. 
 

THE GATHERING 

The Prelude Sweet Is Thy Voice     Clarke 

         Andante          Mendelssohn 
 

The Welcome and Announcements 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

THE CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, 🞣 one God, who forgives all our sin, 

 whose mercy endures forever.  Amen.   

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ  

our Lord.  Amen. 

 Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Brief pause for self-reflection. 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,     

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we  

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew    
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us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk  

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 

and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been 

saved. In the name of 🞣 Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen.   

 

THE GATHERING HYMN      Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven    ELW 864 

 
 

 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C And also with you.   
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray.   

C Almighty and merciful God, your bountiful goodness fills  

 all creation.  Keep us safe from all that may hurt us, that, 

whole and well in body and spirit, we may with grateful  

 hearts accomplish all that you would have us do, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

THE WORD 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON    Ruthann Mantz 

 

THE FIRST LESSON—2 KINGS 5:1-3, 7-15c 
     1 Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great 

man and in high favor with his master because by him the LORD had 

given victory to Aram.  The man, though a mighty warrior, suffered  

from a skin disease.  2 Now the Arameans on one of their raids had  

taken a young girl captive from the land of Israel, and she served 

Naaman’s wife.  3 She said to her mistress, “If only my lord were with  

the prophet who is in Samaria!  He would cure him of his skin disease.”   

  7 When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, 

“Am I God, to give death or life, that this man sends word to me to cure 

a man of his skin disease?  Just look and see how he is trying to pick a 

quarrel with me.”  8 But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king 

of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent a message to the king, “Why have 

you torn your clothes?  Let him come to me, that he may learn that there 

is a prophet in Israel.”  9 So Naaman came with his horses and chariots 

and halted at the entrance of Elisha’s house.  10 Elisha sent a messenger 

to him, saying, “Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall 

be restored, and you shall be clean.”  11 But Naaman became angry and 

went away, saying, “I thought that for me he would surely come out  

and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God and would wave  

his hand over the spot and cure the skin disease!  12 Are not Abana  

and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? 

Could I not wash in them and be clean?”  He turned and went away in  
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a rage.  13 But his servants approached and said to him, “Father, if the 

prophet had commanded you to do something difficult, would you not 

have done it?  How much more, when all he said to you was, ‘Wash, and 

be clean’?”  14 So he went down and immersed himself seven times in the 

Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; his flesh was restored 

like the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean.   

  15a, b, c Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company;  

he came and stood before him and said, “Now I know that there is no 

God in all the earth except in Israel.”   

L The Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God.   

 

 

THE SECOND LESSON—2 TIMOTHY 2:8-15 
     8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of 

David—that is my gospel, 9 for which I suffer hardship, even to the point 

of being chained like a criminal.  But the word of God is not chained.   
10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, so that they 

may also obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal 

glory. 11 The saying is sure:  If we have died with him, we will also live 

with him; 12 if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him,  

he will also deny us; 13 if we are faithless, he remains faithful—he cannot 

deny himself. 

  14 Remind them of this, and warn them before the Lord that they  

are to avoid wrangling over words, which does no good but only ruins 

those who are listening. 15 Do your best to present yourself to God as 

one approved by him, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly 

explaining the word of truth. 

L The Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God.   

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION              p. 102 

 
 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL—LUKE 17:11-19 

P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the 17th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord.   
    11 On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region 

between Samaria and Galilee.  12 As he entered a village, ten men with  

a skin disease approached him. Keeping their distance, 13 they called  

out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”  14 When he saw them,  

he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.”  And as they 

went, they were made clean. 15 Then one of them, when he saw that  

he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice.  16 He 

prostrated himself at Jesus’s feet and thanked him.  And he was a 

Samaritan.   
17 Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean?  So where are the  

other nine?  18 Did none of them return to give glory to God except  

this foreigner?”  19 Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; 

your faith has made you well.”   

P   The Gospel of the Lord.   

C   Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

Please be seated. 

 

THE SERMON         Cheryl Burke 
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THE HYMN OF THE DAY   Oh, For A Thousand Tongues to Sing    ELW 886 

 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

  Amen.   

 

 



7 

 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church,  

 the world, and all in creation.   
 

 After each petition, please respond: 

P ... God of grace,    

C receive our prayer.   
 

P We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace  

 and mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

C Amen.   
 

THE PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you all.   

C And also with you.   
 

The assembly is invited to share a sign of peace with one another. 
 

Please be seated.  
 

THE THANKSGIVING 
 

THE OFFERTORY Who At My Door Is Standing?  Broughton 
 

THE ANTHEM  Christ Be With Me       Bryson 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

THE OFFERTORY HYMN       Garnaas-Holmes 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

We     give  our  gifts, O      God,           as      bran-ches    of    your   vine.       The 

 lives      we    live,    the      gifts   we   give  spring  from  your  grace   di  -   vine. 

 So     may  we   do    your   will,          in         all      we   say    and     do,         the 

fruits   we    bear    the       love   we  share, flow    from    our     life      in      you. 
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THE OFFERTORY PRAYER  

P Let us pray. 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your 

goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our 

time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered,  

 in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 

himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen.   

 

THE THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

P The Lord be with you.   

C And also with you.   

P Lift up your hearts.   

C We lift them to the Lord.   

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made   

all things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from 

chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, 

C We give you thanks and praise. 

P By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your 

wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert 

journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. 

 For your Word of life, O God, 

C We give you thanks and praise. 

P Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us 

to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed 

by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, 

 O God, 

C We give you thanks and praise. 

P Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: 

renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the 

sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near  

to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

C Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven.   

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever.  Amen.   

 

THE SENDING 

THE BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and 🞣 give you peace. 

C (SUNG) Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 

THE SENDING HYMN     Praise to the Lord the Almighty  ELW 858 
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THE DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.   
 

The Postlude  Postlude         Boelby 
 

 

SERVING OUR PARISH TODAY 

Presiding Cheryl Burke 

Organist/Choir Director Fawn Albert 

Lector Jill Schaffer 

Acolyte / Bell Ringer Mia Humanick 

Ushers Doug Keichel (DIC), Dennis Rehrig,  

& Ken Staller 
 

Camera Operator Jessica Rehrig 

Altar Guild Sue Freed 
 

 

COMMEMORATIONS TO THE GLORY OF GOD 

The chancel flowers are presented in honor of Michelle Gass’ Birthday. 

 

KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS:  Burlene Balliet, Janice Beck, Dolly Cunfer, 

Kathleen Deibert, Janice Dormida, Linda Durback, Donnie George, Cheryl 

Hower, Tom Kuntz, Carol MacCrindle, Rick Merluzzi, Maria Mitchell, Bartine 

Mummey, Gary Phillips, Preston Raber, Betsy Rauch, Veronica Redline, Hope 

Roberts, Doris Snyder, Colson Tkach, and Bill Yelland.   

 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY:  Church (10:15 A.M.) —60 

      Sunday School (9:00 A.M.)—30   

 

OFFERING LAST WEEK:  $2,507.00 

 

THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES: 

 Today   9:00 AM—Sunday School / Confirmation 

    10:15 AM—Service of the Word 

    11:15 AM—W.I.S.H. Meeting 

    8:00 PM—A.A. 

 Tuesday  11:00 AM—Second Chance Shoppe Meeting 
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 Wednesday  10:00 AM—Chair Yoga 

    7:00 PM—Choir 

 Thursday   1:00 PM—Senior Singles-Downsizing Seminar 

    8:00 PM—A.A. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY THIS WEEK TO:  Emily Balliet, Aidan Burke, Michelle 

Gass, Debbie Geiger, Meghan Handwerk, Lucas Hedmeck, Jeffrey 

Heintzelman, Kristen Keinert, Brenton Krempasky, and Robin Reinhart.    

 

HAPPY BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARY THIS WEEK TO:  Kayla Molitoris, 

Garrett Smoyer, and Mark Wehr.   

 

THANK YOU to Cheryl Burke for leading worship this morning.    

 

SIGN THE PUZZLE – To illustrate our theme of “Be a Part of the St. John’s 

Puzzle”, the Sunday School children have assembled a church puzzle in the 

Fellowship Hall of the different activities and organizations here at St. John’s.  

If you are a member of any of these groups, please sign the corresponding 

puzzle piece(s) with the markers provided.   

 

W.I.S.H. MEETING – There will be a brief W.I.S.H. meeting this morning  

after the service in the church office about this year’s basket social.  All 

women of the church are invited to attend.   

 

CHRIST IN YOUR HOME booklets for October through December can  

be picked up on the rear windowsills.   

 

CHILDREN'S GIFTS PROGRAM information is in the mail and should be 

received shortly. Deadline to register is Saturday, October 18. If you do  

not receive your information in the mail, you can email Laura Gildner at 

laura.gildner@yahoo.com or call Friedens UCC at 610-767-7099. 

 

SPONSORS are needed for some Sundays this fall.  Open sponsor dates are:   

    Bulletin sponsors for October 19 (next Sunday) & 26 and December 14 & 

28.  Bulletins are $25.00 per date.   

   Flower sponsors for October 19 (next Sunday) & 26; November 2 & 23;  

and December 28.   Flowers are $35.00 per date.   

Sign up for any open dates on the sponsor charts outside the church office 

or call the church office at 610-767-6361.   
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TRICK-OR-TREAT OUTREACH – As part of a community outreach project, 

the Youth Fellowship students will be organizing and hosting a trick-or-treat 

station on the church lawn on Wednesday, October 29, for Slatington’s 

Trick-or-Treat night.  To make this project a success, we are looking for 

donations of snack sized candy bars, mini rice krispie treats, fruit snacks, 

starburst, nerds, laffy taffy, or sour patch kids.  Donations are needed  

by next Sunday, October 19, and can be placed in containers in the 

narthex, Fellowship Hall, or at the Parent Information Center.  If you prefer  

to give a monetary donation, we will do the shopping.  Just put your 

donation in an envelope marked “Trick or Treat Outreach” and place  

it in the offering plate or send it to the church office.   

 

GET YOUR PIEROGIES!  The Youth Gathering Committee is having a Pierogi 

Fundraiser.  All proceeds will help fund those attending the 2027 Youth 

Gathering in Minneapolis.  Orders are due by Wednesday, October 22.   

Pick-up will be on Monday, November 3, between 5:00 and 8:30 P.M.  

in the Fellowship Hall.  Homemade Pierogies are $7.50 per bag.  Choose 

from:  Potato & Cheese Broccoli & Cheddar 

 Sauerkraut  Potato & Garlic 

 Jalapeno & Cheddar Potato & Onion 

Fruit Pierogies are $8.50 per bag.  Choose either Apple or Strawberry.  

You can place your orders Sunday mornings (today and next Sunday, 

October19) before or after church in the Fellowship Hall, on the order  

form in the rear of church, or by calling the church office at 610-767-6361.   

If you have any questions, please reach out to Devon Sabene at 610-554-

7440 or David Sabene at 610-393-5733.   

 

INDOOR YARD SALE – Second Chance Shoppe will have an Indoor Yard 

Sale on Friday and Saturday, October 24 and 25, from 9:00 A.M. until  

2:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall.  Items will be Christmas decor and toys.   

 

FALL WORSHIP TIME – Since we will continue having supply pastors 

leading worship until we are able to get an interim pastor, we will have  

one worship service at 10:15 A.M. each Sunday.  We will go back to two 

worship services at 8:00 and 10:15 A.M. once we have an interim pastor.   
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REFORMATION BREAKFAST – The Youth Gathering Committee is 

sponsoring an all-you-care-to-eat Reformation Breakfast Buffet on Sunday, 

October 26, from 7:30 to 9:45 A.M.  Breakfast includes:  scrambled eggs, 

bacon, sausage, French toast sticks, breakfast potatoes, toast, fruit, coffee, 

tea, orange juice, apple juice, and milk.  Tickets for adults are $13.00; 

children under 12 are $7.00.  Tickets can be purchased this Sunday and 

next Sunday, October 19, before and after church in the Fellowship Hall;  

in the church office during the week; or on the day of the breakfast.  

Proceeds from the breakfast will go to the Youth Gathering Fund to help  

pay for our nine students and their chaperones to attend the ELCA National 

Youth Gathering in Minneapolis June 28 to July 2, 2027.  Come and enjoy  

a great breakfast and help support our youth at the same time! 

 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY – On All Saints Sunday, November 2, we will be 

remembering in our prayers those who have died in the past year, as well  

as others that you would like remembered.  Prayer remembrance slips are 

available on the rear radiator in church.  Please fill out a remembrance slip 

and return it to the church office by Reformation Sunday, October 26. 

 

COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS NEEDED – We have resumed coffee hours.   

again this fall.  Coffee hours will be held the first Sunday of the month if 

there are people willing to bake.  Hosts and hostesses are needed each 

month.  We need a sponsor for the November and December coffee hours.  

Please sign the coffee hour sign-up sheet at the rear of the church if you  

are willing to help provide baked goods for one of the coffee hours.   

 

BASKET SOCIAL – The W.I.S.H. (Women Involved with Sharing & Helping) 

Circle will hold a walk-in basket social on Sunday, November 9, from  

11:30 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.  We will also have a bake sale and 50/50 drawing.  

All baskets will be displayed in the Fellowship Hall.  You can drop your 

tickets in the containers any time between 11:30 A.M. and 3:00 P.M.   

You will be notified later that day via a phone call if you have won a basket.  

This is our only fundraiser of the year.  The proceeds will be used to help 

with Breakfast Bunch and youth activities.  We are looking for the following 

donations:     

• A gift basket (value $20.00 or more).   

• Baked goods for the bake sale (donations can be brought Saturday, 

November 8, or the day of the basket social).   

• Gift cards.  

• Items for a basket (we will put into a basket).   

• Financial donation (any amount) to purchase items for a basket.   
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• Empty baskets, basket bags, or basket filler.   

All types of items/baskets are welcome.  Donations can be dropped off   

in the Sunday School office on Sundays, given to any W.I.S.H. member,  

or dropped off in the church office during normal business hours (Monday 

through Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.).  Donations are needed no  

later than Friday, November 7.  We are also looking for the following help:    

• Assemble baskets and set up on Saturday, November 8 at 9:00 A.M.  

• Sell tickets and write down contact information for people purchasing 

tickets on the day of the social.    

• Watch the bake sale table.     

There will be a sign-up sheet on the usher tables in the back of the church 

for any one able to help.   

 

INSTANT POTATOES FOR HOLIDAY MEALS – Each church has been given 

one item for the Thanksgiving meal baskets.  Our church’s responsibility is 

200 bags/boxes of instant potatoes.  Donations for the Thanksgiving baskets 

are needed at church by Thursday, November 13 (basket distribution is 

Saturday, November 15).   We have 40 bags/boxes so far – 160 more to go! 

 

NOVEMBER FOOD SALE – The Catering Committee is sponsoring a soup 

and heat-and-eat turkey dinner sale for November.  The order forms are  

blue and due back by Sunday, November 16.  Pick-up will be on Saturday, 

November 22, from 9:00 to 11:00 A.M.  Soup choices are:  Dutch-style ham, 

cabbage, and potato soup; hearty beef barley soup; and old-fashion chicken 

noodle soup.  Return order forms to Harrison Williams.  You can call your 

order into the church office at 610-767-6361, Harrison at 610-216-4284,  

or e-mail him at williamshj2514@msn.com.  

 

INGATHERING GIFTS are due by Sunday, November 23.  A list of items 

needed by the various organizations are in the October/November 

newsletter and on the rear radiators in church.   

 

THE ALTAR GUILD is again planning to decorate the church with 

poinsettias this Christmas season.  Donations to the decorations fund are 

$10.00.  Pink forms (on rear radiator of church), with payment, can be given  

to any of the Altar Guild members (listed on the order form), placed in the 

offering plate in a sealed envelope, or mailed/returned to the church office.  

The poinsettia donation deadline is Sunday, December 7.  The grower cannot 

accept any orders after December 7.   
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BEST/SELL SCHOLARSHIP – Applications for the Best/Sell Scholarship are  

available in the church office for students who are completing at least their 

first semester of higher education by January, 2026 as well as any student  

who needs to make any significant changes to their original application  

(such as school transfer, tuition change, major, etc.).  The scholarship is 

available to anyone in college, community college, graduate, or trade school.  

If you have filed an application before for the Best/Sell Scholarship and have 

no changes, please call the church office at 610-767-6361 to indicate your 

desire to be considered for the scholarship.  The deadline for applications  

for the Best/Sell Scholarship is Sunday, December 14.   

 

ORGAN REPAIRS – The church’s Moeller pipe organ is in need of major 

repairs.  The cost for the repairs will be over $125,000.  Repair work will 

begin once the parts are received.  Anyone wishing to donate towards  

the organ repairs may do so – just mark on your envelope – “organ repairs” 

– and the money will go into the Organ Fund towards the pending repairs.  

 

CALENDAR – A master calendar of all events held on the church premises 

is retained in the church office to avoid double booking the available rooms 

in the church and ensure the building is unlocked.  Please call and talk to 

Sharon in the church office (610-767-6361) to make sure the building is 

available for use.  Do NOT mark the event on the calendar posted on the 

bulletin board across from the church office; Sharon will mark dates on  

that calendar so there are no conflicts.   

 

PLEASE CALL the church office (610-767-6361) whenever a family member, 

neighbor, or friend who is a member of St. John’s is hospitalized or moves 

from one hospital to another.  Please give our church code “290” to the  

hospitals when being admitted.  As the two hospital networks have grown, 

we often do not get names even when calling with our church code.  Please 

call the church to keep us informed of any hospitalizations so we can keep 

people in our prayers.   

 

 

 
 

 

LIVESTREAM NOTICE — Our 10:15 AM service is streamed live online every 

week on Facebook. The front of the sanctuary, which includes the space for 

holy communion and children’s messages are included in the video. By being in 

this space, you may be included in the livestream and/or the recorded video 

posted on our website. 
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CHURCH STAFF 

 

Sharon Stehly, Church Administrator 

Fawn Albert, Organist and Choir Director 

Harrison Williams, Sexton 

 

CONTACT 

Phone (610)767-6361 

Email stjohnslatington@gmail.com 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

10:15 AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

9:00 AM 

 

BUILDING HOURS 

Weekdays 9 AM to 3 PM 

Saturday 9 AM to 3 PM 

Sunday  8 AM to 12 PM 

 

St. John's Lutheran Church is located in the heart of Slatington, Pennsylvania 

and has served the Lehigh Valley since 1868. 

Visit us online at stjohnslatington.org 

and follow us on Facebook 

ONLINE GIVING 

For your convenience, St. John's Lutheran                                                  

Church accepts online offerings through  Vanco,                                      

an online payment processing service. 

With Vanco, you can choose to give a one-time 

offering, or you can create an account to                                             

schedule weekly or monthly tithes.  

To give today, scan the QR Code above by opening your cell phone’s 

camera. This will direct you to the church’s online giving website. 

 


