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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY  

AFTER PENTECOST 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2025   10:15 AM 
 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
 

The Bold Print indicates responses spoken by all. 

The ELW hymns are also found in the red hymnal located in the pew. 
 

THE GATHERING 

The Prelude Great Is Thy Faithfulness    Runyon/Wagner 
 

The Welcome and Announcements 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

THE CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, 🞣 one God, who forgives all our sin, 

 whose mercy endures forever.  Amen.   

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ  

our Lord.  Amen. 

 Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Brief pause for self-reflection. 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,     

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we  

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew    

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk  

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
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P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 

and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been 

saved. In the name of 🞣 Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen.   

 

THE GATHERING HYMN            God Is Here!      ELW 526 
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THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C And also with you.   

 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray.   

C Benevolent, merciful God:  When we are empty, fill us.   

 When we are weak in faith, strengthen us.  When we are  

 cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our 

neighbors and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

THE WORD 

 

THE FIRST LESSON—HABAKKUK 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
    1 The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw.  2 O LORD, how long shall  

I cry for help, and you will not listen?  Or cry to you “Violence!” and you 

will not save?  3 Why do you make me see wrongdoing and look at 

trouble?  Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention 

arise.  4 So the law becomes slack, and justice never prevails.  The wicked 

surround the righteous; therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 

 2:1I will stand at my watchpost and station myself on the rampart;  

I will keep watch to see what he will say to me and what he will answer 

concerning my complaint.  2 Then the LORD answered me and said:   

Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it.  
3 For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end  

and does not lie.  If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come; it  

will not delay.  4 Look at the proud!  Their spirit is not right in them,  

but the righteous live by their faithfulness. 

L The Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God.   
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THE SECOND LESSON—2 TIMOTHY 1:1-14 
    1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the 

promise of life that is in Christ Jesus, 2 To Timothy, my beloved child: 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.   

  3 I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my 

ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and 

day.  4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with 

joy.  5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your 

grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in 

you.  6 For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is 

within you through the laying on of my hands, 7 for God did not give us  

a spirit of cowardice but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-

discipline.   

  8 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me 

his prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, in the power  

of God, 9 who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according  

 

to our works but according to his own purpose and grace, and this grace 

was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10 but it has now 

been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who 

abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the 

gospel.  11 For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and  

a teacher, 12 and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed,  

for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he  

is able to guard until that day the deposit I have entrusted to him.   
13 Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, 

in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.  14 Guard the good deposit 

entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

L The Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God.   

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION              p. 102 

 
 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL—LUKE 17:5-10 

P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the 17th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord.   
    5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”  6 The Lord replied, 

“If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this 

mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey 

you.  7 “Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in 

from plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take 

your place at the table’?  8 Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare 

supper for me; put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; 

later you may eat and drink’?  9 Do you thank the slave for doing what 

was commanded?  10 So you also, when you have done all that you were 

ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we 

ought to have done!’ ” 

P   The Gospel of the Lord.   

C   Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

Please be seated. 

 

THE SERMON       Jackie Kuba 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY   If You But Trust in God to Guide You   ELW 769 

 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 
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  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   

 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all in creation.   
 

 After each petition, please respond: 

P ... God of grace,    

C receive our prayer.   
 

P We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and 

mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

C Amen.   

 

THE PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you all.   

C And also with you.   

 

The assembly is invited to share a sign of peace with one another. 

 

Please be seated.  

 

 

THE THANKSGIVING 
 

THE OFFERTORY  Faith of Our Fathers  arr. Smith 

 

THE ANTHEM       A Church      Althouse 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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THE OFFERTORY HYMN       Garnaas-Holmes 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER  

P Let us pray. 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your 

goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:  our selves, our 

time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered,  

 in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 

himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen.   

 

THE THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

P The Lord be with you.   

C And also with you.   

P Lift up your hearts.   

C We lift them to the Lord.   

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made   

all things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from 

chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, 

C We give you thanks and praise. 

We     give  our  gifts, O      God,           as      bran-ches    of    your   vine.       The 

 lives      we    live,    the      gifts   we   give  spring  from  your  grace   di  -   vine. 

 So     may  we   do    your   will,          in         all      we   say    and     do,         the 

fruits   we    bear    the       love   we  share, flow    from    our     life      in      you. 

Text: Steve Garnaas-Holmes 

Music: TERRA BEATA, Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852-1930 
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P By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your 

wonderful gifts:  freedom from captivity, water on the desert 

journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. 

 For your Word of life, O God, 

C We give you thanks and praise. 

P Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us 

to witness:  forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed 

by death, the way of your self-giving love.  For your Word of life, 

 O God, 

C We give you thanks and praise. 

P Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: 

renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the 

sake of a world in need.  Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near  

to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

C Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven.   

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever.  Amen.   

 

THE SENDING 

THE BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and 🞣 give you peace. 

C (SUNG) Amen. Amen. Amen. 
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THE SENDING HYMN      Faith of Our Fathers      ELW 813 

 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.   

 

The Postlude  Perpetual Motion  VonWeber 
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SERVING OUR PARISH TODAY 

Presiding Jackie Kuba 

Organist/Choir Director Fawn Albert 

Lector Cheryl Burke 

Acolyte / Bell Ringer Maddie Humanick 

Ushers Scott Raber (DIC), Lynne Fedorcha, & Jodi 

Kocher 
 

Camera Operator Bobbi Jo Kline 

Altar Guild Devon Sabene 
 

 

COMMEMORATIONS TO THE GLORY OF GOD 

The chancel flowers are presented in honor of Bobbi Jo & Troy Kline’s 

Wedding Anniversary. 
 

The bulletins are presented by Journey & Pearl VanHorn.   

 

KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS:  Burlene Balliet, Janice Beck, Csala Beers, Dolly 

Cunfer, Kathleen Deibert, Janice Dormida, Linda Durback, Donnie George, 

Cheryl Hower, Tom Kuntz, Carol MacCrindle, Rick Merluzzi, Bartine Mummey, 

Gary Phillips, Preston Raber, Betsy Rauch, Veronica Redline, Hope Roberts, 

Doris Snyder, Colson Tkach, and Bill Yelland.   

 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY:  Church (10:15 A.M.) —48 

      Sunday School (9:00 A.M.)—31 
 

OFFERING LAST WEEK:  $1,207.00 

 

THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES: 

 Today   9:00 AM—Sunday School / Confirmation /  

        Coffee Hour 

    10:15 AM—Service of the Word 

    8:00 PM—A.A. 

 Tues.& Wed. SHARON AT SECRETARY’S CONFERENCE  

 Wednesday  10:00 AM—Chair Yoga 

    7:00 PM—Choir 

 Thursday   8:00 PM—A.A. 

 Friday  9:30 AM—Sewing Group 

 Saturday  9:00-11:00 AM—Soup & Sandwich Pick-up 



12 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY THIS WEEK TO:  Larry Blose, Myra Handwerk, Marilyn 

Rohrbach, Madison Stauffer, and Trisha Uyvari.   

 

HAPPY BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARY THIS WEEK TO:  Fianna Christman, 

Monica D’Imperio, and Katie Rex.   

 

THANK YOU to Jackie Kuba for leading worship this morning.    

 

COFFEE HOURS – We will resume coffee hours this morning at 9:00 in the 

Fellowship Hall sponsored by Nancy Wilinsky, Wendy Bachman, and Kristie 

& Taylor Lyon.  Coffee hours will be held the first Sunday of the month  

if there are people willing to bake.  Hosts and hostesses are needed each 

month.  Please sign the coffee hour sign-up sheet at the rear of the church  

if you are willing to help provide baked goods for one of the coffee hours.   

 

OCTOBER FOOD SALE ORDERS DUE TODAY – The Catering Committee  

is sponsoring a soup and  sandwich sale for October.  Pick-up will be on 

Saturday (October 11), from 9:00 to 11:00 A.M.  Sandwich choices are grilled 

chicken ranch club and roast beef French dip.  Soup choices are:  Amish 

chicken corn chowder, halupki (stuffed cabbage) soup, and seafood bisque.  

Return order forms to Harrison Williams.  You can also call your order into 

Harrison at 610-216-4284 or e-mail him at williamshj2514@msn.com.  

 

SIDEWALK CHALK WINNERS are:   

  Best Overall – #4, Grades 4-6, Jesus dies on the cross.  

  Most Creative – #3, Grades 1-3, Jesus fishes for disciples.  

  Best Old Testament – #1, Preschool/Kindergarten, Noah’s Ark.  

  Best New Testament - #2, Grades 1-3, Palm Sunday.  

  

SIGN THE PUZZLE – To illustrate our theme of “Be a Part of the St. John’s 

Puzzle”, the Sunday School children have assembled a church puzzle in the 

Fellowship Hall of the different activities and organizations here at St. John’s.  

If you are a member of any of these groups, please sign the corresponding 

puzzle piece(s) with the markers provided.   

 

CONFERENCE – Sharon Stehly will be away Tuesday and Wednesday at the 

annual Parish Secretary’s Conference.  Ruthann Mantz will be in the office 

those days while Sharon is away.  The phones will be monitored in Sharon’s 

absence.   
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CHRIST IN YOUR HOME booklets for October through December can be  

picked up on the rear windowsills.   

 

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN PACKING – Union UCC in Neffs is again 

going to host MobilePack for Feed My Starving Children.  Packing shifts  

are two hours each and 80 volunteers are needed for each shift.  Volunteers 

are needed to help on the packing dates/times below:  

 Friday, October 10 – 6:30 to 8:30 P.M.  

 Saturday, October 11 – 9:00 to 11:00 A.M.  12:00 to 2:00 P.M. 

    3:00 to 5:00 P.M.     6:00 to 8:00 P.M.  

 Sunday, October 12 – 12:00 to 2:00 P.M.  

If you can help, please pick up a form from the rear radiator.  You can 

register online at unionucc.org or contact them at 610-767-6961.   

Those who helped at the last packing event had a fun, rewarding time.     

 

SPONSORS are needed for some Sundays this fall.  Open sponsor dates are:   

   Bulletin sponsors for October 12 (next Sunday), 19, & 26 and December 14 

& 28.  Bulletins are $25.00 per date.   

   Flower sponsors for October 19 & 26; November 2 & 23; and December 28.  

Flowers are $35.00 per date.   

Sign up for any open dates on the sponsor charts outside the church office 

or call 610-767-6361.   

 

GET YOUR PIEROGIES!  The Youth Gathering Committee is having a Pierogi 

Fundraiser.  All proceeds will help fund those attending the 2027 Youth 

Gathering in Minneapolis.  Orders are due by Wednesday, October 22.   

Pick-up will be on Monday, November 3, between 5:00 and 8:30 P.M.  

in the Fellowship Hall.  Homemade Pierogies are $7.50 per bag.  Choose 

from:  Potato & Cheese Broccoli & Cheddar 

 Sauerkraut  Potato & Garlic 

 Jalapeno & Cheddar Potato & Onion 

Fruit Pierogies are $8.50 per bag.  Choose either Apple or Strawberry.  

You can place your orders Sunday mornings, October 5, 12, & 19 before or 

after church in the Fellowship Hall, on the order form in the rear of church, 

or by calling the church office at 610-767-6361.  If you have any questions, 

please reach out to Devon Sabene at 610-554-7440 or David Sabene at  

610-393-5733.   

 

INDOOR YARD SALE – Second Chance Shoppe will have an Indoor Yard 

Sale on Friday and Saturday, October 24 and 25, from 9:00 A.M. until  

2:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall.  Items will be Christmas decor and toys.   
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TRICK-OR-TREAT OUTREACH – As part of a community outreach project, 

the Youth Fellowship students will be organizing and hosting a trick-or-treat 

station on the church lawn on Wednesday, October 29, for Slatington’s 

Trick-or-Treat night.  To make this project a success, we are looking for 

donations of snack sized candy bars, mini rice krispie treats, fruit snacks, 

starburst, nerds, laffy taffy, or sour patch kids.  Donations are needed  

by Sunday, October 19, and can be placed in containers in the narthex, 

Fellowship Hall, or at the Parent Information Center.  If you prefer to give  

a monetary donation, we will do the shopping.  Just put your donation in  

an envelope marked “Trick or Treat Outreach” and place it in the offering 

plate or send it to the church office.   

 

REFORMATION BREAKFAST – The Youth Gathering Committee is 

sponsoring an all-you-care-to-eat Reformation Breakfast Buffet on Sunday, 

October 26, from 7:30 to 9:45 A.M.  Breakfast includes:  scrambled eggs, 

bacon, sausage, French toast sticks, breakfast potatoes, toast, fruit, coffee, 

tea, orange juice, apple juice, and milk.  Tickets for adults are $13.00; 

children under 12 are $7.00.  Tickets can be purchased Sunday mornings  

in October before and after church in the Fellowship Hall; in the church 

office during the week; or on the day of the breakfast.  Proceeds from  

the breakfast will go to the Youth Gathering Fund to help pay for our nine 

students and their chaperones to attend the ELCA National Youth Gathering 

in Minneapolis June 28 to July 2, 2027.  Come and enjoy a great breakfast 

and help support our youth at the same time! 

 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY – On All Saints Sunday, November 2, we will be 

remembering in our prayers those who have died in the past year, as well  

as others that you would like remembered.  Prayer remembrance slips are 

available on the rear radiator in church.  Please fill out a remembrance slip 

and return it to the church office by Reformation Sunday, October 26. 

 

BASKET SOCIAL – The W.I.S.H. (Women Involved with Sharing & Helping) 

Circle will hold a walk-in basket social on Sunday, November 9, from  

11:30 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.  We will also have a bake sale and 50/50 drawing.  

All baskets will be displayed in the Fellowship Hall.  You can drop your 

tickets in the containers any time between 11:30 A.M. and 3:00 P.M.   

You will be notified later that day via a phone call if you have won a basket.  

This is our only fundraiser of the year.  The proceeds will be used to help 

with Breakfast Bunch and youth activities.  We are looking for the following 

donations:     

• A gift basket (value $20.00 or more).   
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• Baked goods for the bake sale (donations can be brought Saturday, 

November 8, or the day of the basket social).   

• Gift cards.  

• Items for a basket (we will put into a basket).   

• Financial donation (any amount) to purchase items for a basket.   

• Empty baskets, basket bags, or basket filler.   

All types of items/baskets are welcome.  Donations can be dropped off   

in the Sunday School office on Sundays, given to any W.I.S.H. member,  

or dropped off in the church office during normal business hours (Monday 

through Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.).  Donations are needed no  

later than Friday, November 7.  We are also looking for the following help:    

• Assemble baskets and set up on Saturday, November 8, at 9:00 A.M.  

• Sell tickets and write down contact information for people purchasing 

tickets on the day of the social.    

• Watch the bake sale table.     

There will be a sign-up sheet on the usher tables in the back of the church 

for any one able to help.   

 

INGATHERING GIFTS are due by Sunday, November 23.  A list of items 

needed by the various organizations are in the October/November 

newsletter and on the rear radiators in church.   

 

INSTANT POTATOES FOR HOLIDAY MEALS – Each church has been given 

one item for the Thanksgiving meal baskets.  Our church’s responsibility is 

200 bags/boxes of instant potatoes.  Donations for the Thanksgiving baskets 

are needed at church by Thursday, November 13 (basket distribution is 

Saturday, November 15).    

 

PLEASE CALL the church office (610-767-6361) whenever a family member, 

neighbor, or friend who is a member of St. John’s is hospitalized or moves 

from one hospital to another.  Please give our church code “290” to the  

hospitals when being admitted.  As the two hospital networks have grown, 

we often do not get names even when calling with our church code.  Please 

call the church to keep us informed of any hospitalizations so we can keep 

people in our prayers.   
 

 

LIVESTREAM NOTICE — Our 10:15 AM service is streamed live online every 

week on Facebook. The front of the sanctuary, which includes the space for 

holy communion and children’s messages are included in the video. By being in 

this space, you may be included in the livestream and/or the recorded video 

posted on our website. 
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CHURCH STAFF 

 

Sharon Stehly, Church Administrator 

Fawn Albert, Organist and Choir Director 

Harrison Williams, Sexton 

 

CONTACT 

Phone (610)767-6361 

Email stjohnslatington@gmail.com 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

10:15 AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

9:00 AM 

 

BUILDING HOURS 

Weekdays 9 AM to 3 PM 

Saturday 9 AM to 3 PM 

Sunday  8 AM to 12 PM 

 

St. John's Lutheran Church is located in the heart of Slatington, Pennsylvania 

and has served the Lehigh Valley since 1868. 

Visit us online at stjohnslatington.org 

and follow us on Facebook 

ONLINE GIVING 

For your convenience, St. John's Lutheran                                                  

Church accepts online offerings through  Vanco,                                      

an online payment processing service. 

With Vanco, you can choose to give a one-time 

offering, or you can create an account to                                             

schedule weekly or monthly tithes.  

To give today, scan the QR Code above by opening your cell phone’s 

camera. This will direct you to the church’s online giving website. 

 


