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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF 

EASTER 
SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 2026 

8:00 & 10:15 AM 
 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!  

The Bold Print indicates responses spoken by all. 

The ELW hymns are found in the red hymnal located in the pew. 

 

THE GATHERING 

The Prelude 
 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP 

P Alleluia!  Christ is risen.   

C He is risen indeed.  Alleluia!   

 

THE THANKGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to 

the Lamb!   

C Amen.   
 

P  Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.  

 Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to 

come.  You lead us beside still waters.  We thank you for the waters 

of creation:  morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.  We thank 

you for the waters that nourish us, especially the Lehigh and 

Delaware Rivers and tributaries.  Blessed are you.  

C You guide us to springs of the water of life.  
 

P Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us  

 on our journeys.  We give you thanks for your life-giving death  

 and resurrection.  We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 

Blessed are you.   

C You guide us to springs of the water of life.   
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P Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.  

Break down barriers that divide us.  Fill us with the breath of peace. 

Blessed are you.  

C You guide us to springs of the water of life.   
 

P Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for 

making us a new creation.  We join with saints and angels, giving 

you honor and praise, now and forever.   

C Amen.   
 

THE GATHERING HYMN      God, We Gather As Your People    ACS 1038 
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THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C And also with you.   

 

THE KYRIE 

P  In peace, let us pray to the Lord.   

C  Lord, have mercy.   

P For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 

Lord.   

C  Lord, have mercy.   

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 

of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.   

C  Lord, have mercy.   

P For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise, let us pray to the Lord.   

C Lord, have mercy.   

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.   

C Amen.   

 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE       This is the Feast  ELW, p. 101 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray.   

C Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe 

and the hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, 

have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen.   

 

Please be seated. 
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THE WORD 

THE FIRST LESSON—ACTS 2:14a, 22-32 
    14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed  

[the crowd]:   22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to what I have to say:  Jesus of 

Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, 

and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves 

know 23 this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan  

and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of 

those outside the law.  24 But God raised him up, having released him 

from the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be held  

in its power.  25 For David says concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always 

before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken;  
26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover,  

my flesh will live in hope.  27 For you will not abandon my soul to  

Hades or let your Holy One experience corruption.  28 You have made 

known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with  

your presence.’  29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our 

ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with  

us to this day.  30 Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn 

with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his 

throne.  31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the 

Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh 

experience corruption.’  32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all  

of us are witnesses.”   

L The Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God.   

 

THE SECOND LESSON—1 PETER 1:3-9 
     3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  By his great 

mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 4 and into an inheritance that 

is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who 

are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation 

ready to be revealed in the last time.  6 In this you rejoice, even if now  

for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so that the 

genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though 

perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory 

and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  8 Although you have not seen 
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him, you love him, and even though you do not see him now, you 

believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy,  
9 for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of  

your souls.   

L The Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God.   
 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     Celtic Alleluia     ELW 174 

 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL—JOHN 20:19-31 

P The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the twentieth chapter.   

C Glory to you, O Lord.   
    19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 

doors were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus 

came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”  20 After     

he said this, he showed them his hands and his side.  Then the disciples 

rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be 

with you.  As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”  22 When he had 

said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.      
23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 

sins of any, they are retained.”  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), 

one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.  25 So the other 

disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.”  But he said to them, “Unless 

I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of 

the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”   
    26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 

with them.  Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you.”  27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put  

your finger here and see my hands.  Reach out your hand and put it in 

my side.  Do not doubt but believe.”  28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord 
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and my God!”  29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have 

seen me?  Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 

believe.”   

  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples  

that are not written in this book.  31 But these are written so that you  

may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God,  

and that through believing you may have life in his name.   

P The Gospel of the Lord.   

C Praise to you, O Christ.   
 

Please be seated. 
 

THE SERMON                 Pastor Trevor Hahn 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY         Lift High the Cross      ELW 660 

 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

P With the whole Church, let us confess our faith: 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    

P Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem 

our broken world, let us pray for the needs of creation.   
 

 After each petition, please respond: 
 

P ...Merciful God,   

C receive our prayer.   
 

P God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the 

good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen 

Savior. 

C Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you all.  

C And also with you.   
 

The assembly is invited to share a sign of peace with one another. 
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Please be seated. 

 

THE THANKSGIVING 

 

THE ORGAN OFFERTORY 

 

THE CHOIR ANTHEM       We Have Seen the Risen Lord          Stan Pethel 

(10:15 AM) 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

THE OFFERTORY HYMN The Feast is Ready   ELW 531 

Verse 1 The trumpet sound the angels sing 

   The feast is ready to begin 

   The gates of heav’n are open wide 

   And Jesus welcomes you inside 
 

Refrain  Sing with thankfulness   

   Songs of pure delight 

   Come and revel in  

   Heaven’s love and light 

   Take your place at the Table of the King 

   The feast is ready to begin 

   The feast is ready to begin 
 

Verse 2 Tables are laden with good things 

   O taste the peace and joy He brings 

   He’ll fill you up with love divine 

   He’ll turn you water into wine 

   (Refrain)   

 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 

P Let us pray. 

 O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you 

have blessed us with these gifts.  With them we offer ourselves to 

your service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of 

all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for 

us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.    

C Amen.   
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THE THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

P The Lord be with you.   

C And also with you.   

P Lift up your hearts.   

C We lift them to the Lord.   

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.    

P Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made  

 all things:  you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from 

chaos, and brought life into being.  For your Word of life, O God,  

C we give you thanks and praise.   

P By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your 

wonderful gifts:  freedom from captivity, water on the desert 

journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. 

 For your Word of life, O God,  

C we give you thanks and praise.  

P Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us 

to witness:  forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed 

by death, the way of your self-giving love.  For your Word of life,  

 O God,  

C we give you thanks and praise.  

P Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: 

renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the 

sake of a world in need.  Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near 

to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.   

C Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P In the words of Jesus Christ, our Risen Lord, we are bold to pray:   

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever.  Amen.   
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THE SENDING 

THE BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you.   

 The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and  

 🞣 give you peace. 

C (SUNG) Amen.  Amen.  Amen.   

 

THE SENDING HYMN  The Day of Resurrection!     ELW 361 
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THE DISMISSAL 

P We are raised to new life with Christ.   

 Go in peace.  Allelulia!   

C Thanks be to God.   

 

The Postlude 

 

SERVING OUR PARISH TODAY 

 8:00 AM 10:15 AM 

Presiding Minister Pastor Trevor Hahn 

Organist / Choir Director Fawn Albert 

Lector  Ruthann Mantz 

Acolyte / Bell Ringer Chelsy Rehrig Chloe Ziegler 

Ushers Chad Miller (DIC) 

& Denise Miller 

Cheryl Burke (DIC), 

Dennis Rehrig, & 

Ruthann Mantz 

Camera Operator  Jessica Rehrig 

Altar Guild Jill Schaffer 
 

 

COMMEMORATIONS TO THE GLORY OF GOD 

The chancel flowers are presented in honor of Kenley Rehrig’s Birthday. 
 

The bulletins are presented in honor of Dennis & Nancy Rehrig’s  

50th Wedding Anniversary.    

 

KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS:  Bonnie Ahner, Fawn Albert, Burlene Balliet,  

Janice Beck, Dolly Cunfer, Kathleen Deibert, Janice Dormida, Linda Durback, 

Cheryl Hower, Linda Humanick, Dawson Kunz, Paul L., Maria Mitchell, Nina 

Moser, Bartine Mummey, Richard Muthard, Preston Raber, Betsy Rauch, 

Veronica Redline, Ashley Remaly, Hope Roberts, Mikki Ruvolis, Jeralyn 

Schoch, Florence Smith, Doris Snyder, Ed Stephen, Colson Tkach, Lydia 

Weaver, and Bill Yelland.   

 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY:  8:00 AM—51    Sunday School—34 

      10:15 AM—105 

OFFERING LAST WEEK:  $6,364.78 
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THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES:  

 Today   8:00 AM—Service of the Word 

    9:00 AM—Sunday School-Birthday Social 

       Confirmation 

    10:15 AM—Service of the Word 

    8:00 PM—A.A. 

 Tuesday  11:00 AM—Second Chance Meeting 

 Wednesday  10:00 AM—Chair Yoga 

    7:00 PM—Choir 

 Thursday   1:00 PM—Senior Singles 

     8:00 PM—A.A.    

 Friday  Gift Card Bingo Donations Due 

 Saturday  3:30-6:00 PM—Ham & Dandelion Dinner 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY THIS WEEK TO:  Ashleigh Albert, Dennis Andrews, 

Brenda Bruchak, Cameron Chruscial, Cole Chruscial, Christopher Cope,  

Elaine Frantz, Logan Jones, Adrian Kralik, April Krempasky, Sadie Molitoris, 

Nicole Nothstein, Kenley Rehrig, Jenifer Snyder, Kayleigh Snyder, Heather 

Truett, and Johnathan Ziegler.   

 

HAPPY BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARY THIS WEEK TO:  Ella Brunner,  

Marci Haydt, Taylor Haydt, Alexis Henninger, Skylar Klingle, Judy Lorah,  

Isaac Raber, Betsy Rauch, Adam Sigley, Layla Truett, and Julie Wehr.   

 

A HAM & DANDELION DINNER will be held on Saturday (April 18) from 

3:30 to 6:00 P.M. as an eat-in or take-out meal.  Cost is $14.00 per meal.  

Tickets can be purchased this morning or from the office during the week.  

Donations of baked goods are needed and would be appreciated.   

 

SPONSORS NEEDED – for the following dates this spring:   

 Flowers for April 26 and June 28.   Bulletins for May 17 and June 7, 14, & 21.  

Sign up for any open dates on the sponsor charts on the bulletin board 

outside the church office or call the church office at 610-767-6361.  The  

cost to sponsor bulletins is $25.00 per date.  Flowers are $35.00 per date.   

 

COMMUNITY LUNCHEON – Our next FREE luncheon is scheduled for 

Sunday, May 3, from 11:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.  Lunch will be either an eat-in  

or a take-out meal.  We will be serving roast beef, potato filling, vegetables,  

salad, rolls, and dessert.  Baked good donations would be appreciated. 
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GIFT CARD BINGO – The Youth Gathering Committee will be holding a  

Gift Card Bingo on Saturday, May 2, at the Friedens Fire Company.  Doors 

will open at 10:30 A.M.; bingo starts at 11:30 A.M.  We will also have a basket 

raffle, bake sale, and a 50/50 drawing.  The kitchen will be open for food 

purchases.  Ticket prices are:  pre-sale $25 for 20 games + five specials;  

at the door $30.  The prize for each regular game will be $50 in gift cards.  

Each specials game will have a prize of $100 in gift cards.  Tickets can be 

purchased before and after church on Sunday mornings, in the church  

office during the week, or from one of the youth gathering participants:   

Angela Henninger, Maddie Humanick, Mia Humanick, Annalise McWilliams, 

David Sabene, Devon Sabene, Joey Shankweiler, Erin Snyder, Kayleigh 

Snyder, Izabella Snyder, Heather Truett, Kylee Truett, Layla Truett, Chloe 

Ziegler, and Summer Ziegler.  We are looking for donations of gift cards  

(any amount), gift baskets valued at $25, items to put in a basket, and  

baked goods.  Donations can be dropped off in the church office  

by Friday, April 17.  Baked goods can be dropped at church on Friday,  

May 1, or at Friedens Fire Company on Saturday, May 2.  Thank you  

for helping our youth go to the ELCA Youth Gathering next summer!   

 

RINGER SCHOLARSHIP – Up to six scholarships from the Ringer Scholarship 

Fund will be awarded on a date to be announced in June.  The scholarships 

are available from the interest of the original investment from the Ringer 

family.  Anyone interested in applying for the scholarship needs to be: 

1. An active member of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Slatington.   

2. A current high school senior or have graduated from high school 

within the last three years.   

3. Attending college or a technical school.   

To apply for the scholarship, pick up a packet of applications from the 

church office.  Return the applications in the sealed envelope provided 

with the application packet to the church office during business hours by 

3:00 P.M. on Friday, May 15.  PLEASE NOTE THAT ANY APPLICATIONS 

RECEIVED AFTER 3:00 P.M. ON FRIDAY, MAY 15, WILL NOT BE 

CONSIDERED.   

 

GRADUATION DINNER – The W.I.S.H. Circle is inviting any member of the 

congregation and their family who will or did graduate high school or an 

institution of higher learning this year.  This year’s dinner will be held in the 

Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, May 20, at 6:00 P.M.  To make a reservation 

for the Graduation Dinner, please fill out the form in the April/May 

newsletter and return it to the church office by Sunday, May 10.   
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GERANIUMS FOR PENTECOST – Orders are being taken for red geraniums 

to be placed in the church on Pentecost Sunday, May 24.  Fill out the pink 

order form in the rear of the church and return to any Altar Guild member 

listed on the form, place in a sealed envelope in the offering plate, or     

drop off in the church office.  The cost is $10.00 per plant (in a six-inch pot).  

Payment must accompany your order.  The deadline for orders is Sunday, 

May 17.  Geranium plants can be picked up on Pentecost Sunday (May 24) 

after the 10:15 A.M. service or given to the church to be planted.   

 

MAY FOOD SALE – The Catering Committee is sponsoring a soup,  

sandwich, and baked stuffed shells dinner sale for May.  The order forms  

are blue and due back Sunday, May 17.  Pick-up will be on Saturday,  

May 23, from 9:00 to 11:00 A.M.  Sandwich choice is a Monte Cristo 

sandwich.  Soup choices are:  black bean soup, French onion soup, and 

seafood chowder.  You can also purchase heat-and-eat baked stuffed shells 

dinners.  Return order forms to Harrison Williams.  You can call your order 

into the church office at 610-767-6361, Harrison at 610-216-4284, or e-mail 

him at williamshj2514@msn.com.  

 

KIDS PACK DONATIONS – We are collecting juice boxes plus single serve 

jello and single-serve pudding (non-refrigerated) for the “Kids Packs” to be 

given to clients of the Northern Lehigh Food Bank this summer when school 

is not in session.  Please bring all donations to the church by Sunday, June 7. 

We need 150 individual pieces of each item.  School supplies as listed in the 

April/May newsletter will also be accepted for the food bank clients.   

 

BREAKFAST BUNCH – We will again host the Breakfast Bunch this summer 

to feed the local children while school is out for the summer.  Volunteers  

are needed Monday-Friday, June 15-August 21, from 8:00 to 10:00 A.M.   

You can volunteer one day this summer, one day per week, one week this 

summer, or however it works for your schedule.  Volunteer duties include: 

registration table, pouring juice and milk, working the toaster/toaster oven, 

making sandwiches, keeping food refilled on the buffet line, and clean-up.   

If you can help, sign up on the calendar at the rear of the church, call the 

church office at 610-767-6361, or email us at stjohnslatington@gmail.com.   
 

 

LIVESTREAM NOTICE — Our 10:15 AM service is streamed live online every 

week on Facebook. The front of the sanctuary, which includes the space for 

holy communion and children’s messages are included in the video. By being in 

this space, you may be included in the livestream and/or the recorded video 

posted on our website. 
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CHURCH STAFF 

The Rev. Trevor Hahn, Pastor 

Sharon Stehly, Church Administrator 

Fawn Albert, Organist and Choir Director 

Angela Schoenberger, Sexton 

 

CONTACT 

Phone (610)767-6361 

Email stjohnslatington@gmail.com 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

8:00 AM & 10:15 AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

9:00 AM 

 

BUILDING HOURS 

Weekdays 9 AM to 3 PM 

Saturday 9 AM to 3 PM 

Sunday  7 AM to 12 PM 

 

St. John's Lutheran Church is located in the heart of Slatington, Pennsylvania 

and has served the Lehigh Valley since 1868. 

Visit us online at stjohnslatington.org 

and follow us on Facebook 

ONLINE GIVING 

For your convenience, St. John's Lutheran                                                  

Church accepts online offerings through Vanco,                                      

an online payment processing service. 

With Vanco, you can choose to give a one-time 

offering, or you can create an account to                                             

schedule weekly or monthly tithes.  

To give today, scan the QR Code above by opening your cell phone’s 

camera. This will direct you to the church’s online giving website. 

 


