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NC WILDLIFE CONTINUED 
 

Over the last few weeks, we’ve been taking a close look at a few, of the many, false claims, regarding 
the management of the southern flounder fishery, made by the NC Wildlife Federation. This week we’ll 
be looking at one of the most audacious statements they’ve made to date. The Wildlife Federation 
claims that “Amendment 2 is the first known effort to effectively reduce harvest in the commercial 
southern flounder fishery in history. Amendment 2 was adopted in the fall of 2019, so I thought the best 
way to prove them wrong was simply to list the commercial management measures, removals in 
numbers and pounds, and the percentage of the total annual removals the commercial sector accounted 
for. 

 I believe the numbers speak for themselves but there are a few things you should keep in mind 
while reviewing them. 

First, as we pointed out a couple of weeks ago, the number of southern flounder caught in NC annually 
has remained fairly constant over the last 3 decades. This means, the dramatic declines in commercial 
removals cannot be due to a lack of available fish and must be the result of management. 

Second, the percentage of total removals, presented below, whether in pounds or numbers, represents 
the commercial sectors contribution to the annual total removals in a given year. This means the 
recreational sector accounted for the unseen percentage necessary to equal 100%. For example, in 1989 
the commercial sector accounted for 93% of removals in numbers of fish and 92% in pounds meaning 
the recreational sector was responsible for 17% by numbers and 18% by pounds. Pay close attention to 
how the commercial sectors percentage of the total removals decreases, and the recreational 
percentage increases,  over the years. This shows that both sectors didn’t achieve similar reductions 
over the time period shown, again suggesting that fish availability wasn’t responsible for the commercial 
decline. 

Third, we only included commercial management measures over the time period of data I had on hand, 
from 1989 to 2017. There were management measures before and after these dates, as well as multiple 
recreational size and bag limit changes but they were not relevant for challenging the Wildlife 
Federations claim. 

Last, you need to ask yourselves again and again. Why would the North Carolina Wildlife Federation go 
to such lengths to falsely condemn the seafood industry while ignoring the recreational sectors 
increasing contribution to the total removals of southern flounder?  

 

Year Total 
Commercial 
Removals (N) 

Total 
Commercial 
Removals (LB) 

Percent Total 
Removals 
Commercial (N) 

Percent Total 
Removals 
Commercial (LB) 

1989 2,374,830 3,275,386 93% 92% 
1990 1,839,763 2,592,335 91% 90% 
1991 2,841,893 4,239,704 89% 88% 
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1992- Escapement 
panels required in 
pound nets in certain 
areas (4 panels at least 
6 meshes high and 8 
meshes long) 

1,992,939 3,191,812 91% 91% 

1993 2,772,932 4,353,809 94% 95% 
1994 3,132,307 4,994,077 91% 91% 
1995 2,499,309 4,272,327 92% 92% 
1996 2,295,421 3,899,544 90% 90% 
1997 2,367,710 4,185,088 88% 86% 
1998- Unlawful to use 
pound nets in the 
flounder fishery 
without escape panels 
(NCAC 3J.0107 PN-2-
98) 

2,354,596 4,063,043 93% 93% 

1999- PSGNRA closed 
to large mesh gill nets 
(4-6 ½-inch stretched 
mesh) to reduce the 
number of sea turtle 
strandings by 50% 
from 1998 (10/27-
12/31) 

1,757,156 3,017,940 93% 92% 

2000- 
• NMFS issued 

incidental take 
permit (ITP) to 
the NCDMF for 
the gill net 
fishery. 
Established 
the Pamlico 
Sound Gill Net 
Restricted 
Area (PSGNRA) 
and imposed 
gill net fishery 
management 
measures 

• The NCDMF 
closed the 
PSGNRA to the 
use of large 
mesh gill nets 
(10/28-12/31) 

2,067,072 3,310,381 82% 82% 
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2001- NMFS closed the 
Pamlico Sound deep 
water large mesh gill 
net fishery. The 
PSGNRA continued to 
operate under an ITP 
that included 
permitted entry, 
restricted areas, a 
2000-yard limit for gill 
net operations, weekly 
fishermen reporting, 
and mandatory 
scientific observer 
coverage (9/1-12/31) 

2,236,314 3,617,014 84% 84% 

2002- 
• Reoccurring 

closure of 
Pamlico Sound 
deep water 
area 
established by 
NMFS (9/1-
12/31) 

• Reoccurring 
regulations 
established for 
PSGNRA: open 
under sea 
turtle regs, 
closed Sept. 1 
through mid 
Sept. then 
open to 24/7 
fishing unless 
interactions 
with sea 
turtles exceed 
ITP thresholds 

1,979,269 3,518,717 79% 79% 

2003- Three-year ITP 
granted for the gill net 
fishery. Implemented a 
sea turtle observer 
and characterization 
program throughout 
the PSGNRA from 
Sept.-Dec. 

1,401,682 2,268,109 77% 75% 
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2004 1,452,532 2,484,914 72% 71% 
2005- 

• 14-inch 
minimum 
commercial 
size limit in 
estuarine 
waters 

• NCDMF 
applied for 
and received a 
six-year ITP for 
the gill net 
fishery 

• December 1-
31 commercial 
flounder 
fishery closure 
period 

• Minimum 
mesh size of 
5.5-inch 
stretched 
mesh 
minimum 
mesh for large 
mesh gill nets 
(rule 15A 
NCAC 03J 0103 
(a) (2)) 

• 3,000-yard 
limit on large 
mesh gill nets 
(rule 15A 
NCAC 
03J.0103(1)(1)) 

• Escape panels 
of 5.5 ISM 
minimum 
mesh required 
in pound nets 
in Albemarle 
Sound west of 
the Alligator 
River (rule 15A 
NCAC 03J.0501 
(e) (2)) 

1,083,691 1,896,495 71% 70% 



5 
 

• A minimum 
tailbag mesh 
size of 4-ISM 
minimum 
mesh size in 
crab trawls in 
Western 
Pamlico Sound 
to minimize 
bycatch of 
undersized 
flounder 

2006- Upper portions 
of Neuse, Pamlico, and 
Pungo rivers closed to 
shrimp trawling and 
implemented a 
maximum combined 
headrope length in the 
mouths of Pamlico and 
Neuse rivers and all of 
Bay River to minimize 
southern flounder 
bycatch (rules 15A 
NCAC 03R.0114) 

1,220,448 2,316,148 70% 72% 

2007 1,166,264 2,098,930 73% 74% 
2008 1,494,832 2,654,491 70% 73% 
2009 1,341,117 2,419,840 71% 75% 
2010- due to sea turtle 
lawsuit settlement 
agreement, large mesh 
gill nets (except in 
western Albemarle 
and Currituck Sounds) 
limited to 4 nights per 
week, limited to 15 
meshes deep, required 
to have leaded bottom 
lines, floats prohibited 
north of Hwy. 58 
bridge, maximum of 
2,000- yards north of 
and 1,000-yards south 
of Hwy. 58 bridge, 
limited to 100-yard 
sections and 25-yard 
spaces in between 

864,002 1,701,576 51% 58% 



6 
 

2011 635,402 1,252,131 50% 53% 
2012- 

• 1,000-yard 
maximum 
large mesh gill 
nets, Beaufort 
to Hwy.58 
bridge  

• 2,000-yards 
maximum gill 
nets and must 
be present by 
noon each day 
in Albemarle 
Sound and its 
tributaries (to 
limit sturgeon 
interactions) 

831,830 1,650,353 60% 66% 

2013- Albemarle, 
Currituck, Croatan, 
and Roanoke sounds 
north and west of 
Hwy.64/264 bridges, 
Pamlico Pungo, Bay, 
and Neuse Rivers, and 
only in Jan.-April for 
New and upper Cape 
Fear Rivers, limit the 
use of large mesh gill 
nets to 4 nights, per 
week and 2,000-yards, 
except south of 
Beaufort Inlet allow 5 
nights per week and 
1,000 yards 

1,183,809 2,194,371 65% 68% 

2014 834,805 1,682,650 66% 74% 
2015- 15-inch 
minimum commercial 
size limit, 5 ¾ -inch 
escape panels in the 
commercial pound net 
fishery, and 6 ISM 
minimum size gill net 
for harvesting 
Southern Flounder 

576,275 1,207,454 57% 65% 

2016 405,745 903,735 43% 53% 
2017 657,492 1,399,024 61% 72% 
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