
1 

 

Temple Beth-El Family 

PASSOVER 

HAGGADAH 

 

 









2 

 

In every generation we are obligated to look upon ourselves as if 
we personally had gone forth out of Egypt. 

 
In order to fulfill this obligation properly at the seder, we must experience 
both the bondage and the servitude of the slaves and the freedom of the 
redeemed. The ritual is arranged into a specific pattern designed to help us 
achieve this experience. This is one of the reasons why the seder is called 
seder, meaning order. Throughout the evening there are various 
requirements and customs that help us remember our history and challenge 
us to think about the trials of bondage and better appreciate the sweetness 
of freedom.  

 
By reading the words of the Haggadah and eating special foods, we obey the 
mitzvah written in the Torah: “You shall tell the Passover story to your 
children in the days to come.”  The story we tell is how the Jewish people 
were freed from being slaves in Egypt. We call this the Exodus.  

 
The Torah tells us that Passover was the first festival that the Jewish people 
celebrated more than 3000 years ago. Throughout our history, people have 
found ways to honor this ritual in times of joy and in times of hardship. In 
every generation, around the world, Jews have gathered at this season to 
celebrate the Exodus. 
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SEDER LEIL PESACH ~  

The Order For The Pesach Seder 


Recite the benediction over the wine Kadesh  

Ritual washing of hands Urchatz -  

Eat a green vegetable  Karpas - 

Break the middle matzah Yachatz -  

Recite the Passover story Maggid -  

Wash the hands  Rach’tzah -  

Eat the matzah  Motzi Matzah -  

Eat the bitter herbs  Maror -  

Eat bitter herb & matzah together  Korech -  

Serve the festival meal Shul’chan Orech -  

Eat the Afikoman 
 Tzafun -  

Say the Birkat Hamazon 
 Barech -  

Recite the Hallel Hallel -  

Conclude the Seder Nirtzah -  
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KIDDUSH - 

The First Cup of Wine 
 

The seder begins with the kiddush, the blessing over a cup of wine. Wine 
stands for the sweetness and joy of a holiday celebration. 
 
In our Pesach story we are told four times, in different ways, that God 
promised freedom to our people. We remember each of those promises 
with a cup of wine. With the first cup of wine we recall the first promise 
found in the Torah: “I am Adonai and I will free you from the slavery of 
Egypt.”  

 

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, 
Melech haolam, borei p’ri ha-
gafen. 


 

 
Blessed are You, O God, whose presence fills Creation, forming the fruit of 
the vine. Amen. 

 





 

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, 
Melech haolam, shehecheyanu 
v’kiy’manu v’higianu laz’man hazeh. 

 

Blessed are You, Adonai our God Ruler of the universe, who has granted us 
life and sustenance and permitted us to reach this season. 

 

[Drink the first cup of wine, which should then be refilled.] 
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Miriam’s Cup - 

 

There is a Jewish legend that tells of a mysterious well filled with mayim 
chayim, living water. It followed the Israelites as they wandered in the desert 
while Miriam, Moses’ sister, was alive. Miriam’s Well was said to hold special 
powers to heal and renew.  Its fresh waters kept our people alive as they 
were transformed from a generation shaped by slavery into a free nation. By 
filling Miriam’s cup with our own water, we remember that the journey 
continues even today.  Just as God delivered Miriam and the people of Israel, 
just as they were sustained in the desert and transformed into a new people, 
so may we be delivered, sustained and transformed in our life journeys both 
as individuals and as one people.  May the cup of Miriam refresh and inspire 
us.  

 
[Each person pours some water from their glass into Miriam’s Cup.] 

 

KARPAS -  
Dipping Vegetable in saltwater 

 

As we say a blessing and eat a green herb or vegetable, we remember that it 
was springtime when the Passover story took place. We dip the greens in 
saltwater to remind us of the tears of our ancestors who suffered cruel 
slavery. As we taste greens and saltwater together, we think about the 
freshness of spring and the tears of slavery. 
 

Baruch atah, Adonai 
Eloheinu, Melech haolam, 
borei p’ri haadamah. 


 

  
Blessed are you, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who creates the fruit 
of the earth. 
 

[We eat the parsley]
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YACHATZ - 
Breaking the Middle Matzah 

 

The Pesach story begins in a broken world, amidst slavery and oppression. 
The sound of the breaking of the matzah sends us into that fractured 
existence, only to become whole again when we find the broken half, the 
afikoman, at the end of the seder. This brokenness is not just a physical or 
political situation. In Hebrew, Egypt is called Mitzrayim, reminding us of the 
word tzar, narrow. Thus, in Hassidic thought, Mitzrayim symbolizes the inner 
straits that trap our souls. Yet, even here we can find a unique value, as the 
hassidic saying teaches us: “There is nothing more whole - than a broken 
heart.”  

 
Now we break the middle matzah and hide one half for the afikoman. After 
the meal, we will find the afikoman and everyone will share a taste of it. This 
reminds us that long ago the special gifts brought to the Temple in Jerusalem 
were shared.  
 
TOGETHER: Behold the matzah, the bread of affliction our ancestors ate 
when they were slaves in the land of Egypt.  Let all who are hungry come and 
eat; let all who are in need share our Passover.  This year here, next year in 
Israel; today bound, tomorrow free. 
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MAGGID - 

Telling the Story 
 

HAARBAAH SH’ELOT- 
The Four Questions 

 

The Haggadah gives us four specific questions to ask at the seder. 

 

Mah nishtanah halailah hazeh mikol haleilot? 
 
Why is this night different from all other nights? 
 


 

Sheb’chol haleilot anu och-lin chameitz umatzah. Halailah hazeh kulo 
matzah?  
 
On all other nights we eat chametz and matzah. Tonight, why do we eat only 
matzah? 
 


 

Sheb’chol haleilot anu ochlin sh’ar yirakot. Halailah hazeh maror? 
 
On all other nights we eat any kind of herbs. Tonight, why do we eat the 
bitter herbs? 
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Sheb’chol haleilot ein anu matbilin afilu paam echat. Halailah hazeh sh’tei 
f’amim? 
 
On all other nights we do not dip even once. Tonight, why do we dip the 
greens twice?  
 


 

 

Sheb’chol haleilot anu ochlin bein yoshvin uvein misubin. Halailah hazeh 
kulanu misubin? 
 
On all other nights we eat sitting or reclining. Tonight, why do we all recline? 

 
READER: 
Why do we eat only matzah tonight? 
 
When Pharaoh let our ancestors go from Egypt they were forced to flee in 
great haste.  They had no time to bake their bread. They could not wait for 
the yeast to rise.  So, the sun beating down on the dough they carried along 
baked it into a flat unleavened bread called matzah. 

 
READER: 
Why do we eat bitter herbs tonight? 
 
Because our ancestors were slaves in Egypt and their lives were made bitter. 
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READER: 
Why do we dip the herbs twice tonight? 
 
We dip the parsley into the saltwater because it reminds us of the green that 
comes to life in the springtime. We dip the bitter herbs into the sweet 
haroset as a sign of hope. Our ancestors were able to withstand the 
bitterness of slavery, because it was sweetened by the hope of freedom. 

 
READER: 
Why do we recline at the table? 
 
Because reclining at the table was a sign of a free person in olden times, and 
since our people were freed on this night, we recline at the table. 
 

 

ARBA’AH BANIM - 
The Four Children 

 

When we explain something, we want everyone to understand. This is 
especially true of the Passover story and seder. The Torah commands us four 
times that we must teach children about the Exodus from Egypt. These four 
commands suggest that there are four kinds of children, each of whom 
learns in a different way. 
 

The wise child says: “I want to know the meaning of all these rules.” This 
child is proud to be a Jew and is interested in sharing experiences that are 
important to Jews. We answer this child by teaching all the rules of Passover. 
 
 
The wicked child says: "Why bother with all these rules?” This child does not 
include him or herself in this question and acts like a stranger when 
attending a seder. We answer this child by saying, “Had you been in Egypt at 
the time of the Exodus, you would not have been included when God freed 
our ancestors from slavery.” 
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The simple child asks: "What is this all about?" This child needs to 
understand the basic facts. We answer this child by saying, “We do all these 
things because God freed us from slavery.” 

 
 

As for the child who is unable to ask a question, we explain that Passover 
reminds us of what God did for us when we left Egypt. This child simply 
needs to learn about Judaism. 
 
 

AVADIM HAYINU -  

We Were Slaves 
 
LEADER: 
When, in the time to come, your children ask you: “What is the meaning of 
the decrees, laws, and rules that Adonai, our God has enjoined upon you?” 
You shall say to your children: “We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt and 
Adonai freed us from Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. 
 
TOGETHER: 
We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt, but Adonai, our God took us out of 
there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Had not God taken our 
ancestors out of Egypt, then we, our children and children's children would 
still be enslaved to Pharaoh in Egypt. Even if we all were wise, and 
perceptive, experienced, and versed in Torah, it would still be our duty to tell 
about the Exodus from Egypt. The more one talks about the Exodus, the 
more praise one deserves. 
 

Avadim hayinu, hayinu 
Atah b’nai chorin, b’nai chorin. 


 

 

We were slaves but now we are free! 
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READER: 
God brought us out of Egypt not by an angel, not by a seraph, not by a 
messenger, but by Himself, as it is written: "I will pass through the land of 
Egypt on that night; I will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt from 
man unto beast; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments; I am 
Adonai." 
 
When Pharaoh defied the command of God and refused to release the 
Israelites, he brought trouble upon himself and his people, for God afflicted 
the land of Egypt with plague. These plagues came upon the Egyptians 
because of their evil; yet we do not rejoice over their downfall and defeat. 
 
READER: 
Judaism teaches that all people are children of God, even our enemies who 
would seek to destroy us.  We cannot be glad when any person needlessly 
suffers, and so we mourn the loss of the Egyptians and express sorrow over 
their destruction.  

 
TOGETHER: 
We cannot allow ourselves to drink a full measure of wine in our rejoicing.  
Our own lives are diminished by the recollection of this catastrophe.  We 
express remorse that the Egyptians had to suffer such a terrible punishment 
and so we spill wine from our cups at the mention of each of the ten 
plagues. 
 
These are the 10 plagues which God brought upon the Egyptians in Egypt: 

 

1- (dam) There was BLOOD in all the water of Egypt.  The Egyptians 

could not bathe.  They could not take a drink.  They could not water their 
flowers or crops.  They could not enjoy a refreshing swim. 

 

2- (tz’fardei-a) FROGS hopped and croaked everywhere.  No one 

could sleep, walk or play in peace.  The noise was awful!  Everything seemed 
to be moving, and people were dizzy. 
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3- (kinim) LICE made everyone scratch their skin so hard that people 

hurt all over. 
 

4- (arov) WILD BEASTS galloped, slithered, snorted, growled, roared 

and clawed in every corner of Egypt.  Soon, there was no room for the 
people. 
 

5- (dever) There were DISEASES that could not be cured.  Coughing, 

sneezing, sore throats, gasping for breath, watering eyes and aching arms 
and legs made everyone miserable. 
 

6- (sh’chin) BOILS burst from their skin.  They were so uncomfortable!  

The Egyptians could not even get dressed without screaming from the pain. 
 

7- (barad) HAIL rained down as dangerous balls of ice.  The hail 

smashed roofs and damaged crops.  It broke everything the Egyptians 
owned. 
 

8-  (arbeh) LOCUSTS swarmed over all the trees and blades of grass.  

The buzzing and sound of flapping wings frightened everyone.  Vegetables 
and fruits were gobbled up and only dust remained on the ground. 
 

9-  (choshech) DARKENSS blotted out the sun.  People were always cold.  

Moonlight and stars did not appear.  Every day was pitch black. 
 

10- (makat b’chorot) The first-born son in every Egyptian 

family died. 
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FREEDOM 
 

Each punishment frightened Pharaoh, and each time he promised to free the 
slaves.  But he did not keep his word.  God brought even more terrible 
punishments upon the Egyptians.  Finally, Pharaoh agreed to let the Jewish 
slaves go. 
 
The people got ready very quickly.  They didn’t have time to bake bread for 
their journey.  Instead, they put raw dough on their backs.  The sun baked it 
into hard crackers called matzah. 
 
The Jewish people followed Moses.  When they got to the sea, God told 
Moses to hold up his walking stick.  When he did, a strong wind parted the 
sea and the people were able to walk across on dry land. 
 
When the people were safely out of Egypt, Moses led them in songs of 
thanks to God. 
 

DAYEINU - 

It Would Have Been Enough 
 

LEADER: 
In the traditional Dayeinu hymn we express gratitude to God for the gifts we 
have received – for taking us out of the land of Egypt, for Shabbat, for Torah, 
for bringing us to Israel.  More than that, we say that each one of these 
events in and of itself was so wonderful, it alone would have been enough. 
 

TOGETHER: 
Had God brought us out of Egypt, and not executed judgments against the 
Egyptians, it would have been enough -- Dayeinu 

Had God given us the Sabbath, and not brought us to Mount Sinai,  
it would have been enough -- Dayeinu 

Had God given us the Torah, and not brought us into Israel,  
it would have been enough – Dayeinu 
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Ilu hotzianu, mi 
Mitzrayim…  

Dayeinu   

Ilu natan lanu et 
haShabbat...  

Dayeinu  

Ilu natan lanu et 
haTorah…  

Dayeinu   

 

 

KIDDUSH - 

The Second Cup of Wine 
 

With this second cup of wine we remember the second promise God made 
to the Jewish people: “I will deliver you from their slavery.”  We learn that 
people should not make other people slaves. God wants us to be free. 

 

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, 
Melech haolam, borei p’ri ha-
gafen. 


 

 
Blessed are You, O God, whose presence fills Creation, forming the fruit of 
the vine. Amen. 

 

THE SEDER PLATE 
LEADER: 
Rabbi Gamliel used to say: Anyone who has not discussed these three things 
on Passover has not fulfilled their duty, namely: 

 

  Pesach, the Passover Offering; 
 

Matzah the Unleavened Bread; 
 

Maror, the Bitter Herbs. 
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PESACH -  

The Shank Bone and Egg 
 

The shank bone, which is roasted, is meant to remind us of the Paschal 
sacrifice, which our ancestors ate roasted during the time of the Temple. 
 

They did this because God passed over the houses of our people in Egypt, as 
it is written: "You shall say: It is the Passover offering for God, who passed 
over the houses of the children in Egypt when God smote the Egyptians and 
spared our houses. The people knelt and bowed down." [Exodus 12:27] 
 

MATZAH 
We raise the matzah and say: 

 

Why do we eat this matzah?  It is a reminder of how in the haste of their 
departure from Egypt our people had to take their unleavened dough with 
them.  As it is written: "They baked the dough which they had brought out of 
Egypt into unleavened cakes; for they were driven out of Egypt and could not 
delay, nor had they prepared any provision for their journey." [Exodus 12:39] 
 

MAROR - 
The Bitter Herbs 

We raise the maror and say: 
 

Why do we eat this bitter herb? It is because the Egyptians embittered the 
lives of our people in Egypt, as it is written: "They made life bitter for them 
with hard labor, with clay and bricks, and with all kinds of labor in the field; 
whatever work tasks they performed were back breaking." [Exodus 1:14] 
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CHAROSET
 

Charoset is a mixture in which the bitter herb is dipped and is meant to 
reduce its bitterness.  Charoset is made of various kinds of fruit, to which a 
little wine is added, to make the mixture into a paste resembling mortar, as a 
reminder of the mortar that our parents had to work with in Egypt.  Some 
people add spices to the mixture, such as cinnamon, as a reminder of the 
straw that our parents had to gather in Egypt.  
 

Innovations and Alternatives on the Seder Plate 
 
LEADER:  
Just as the traditional symbols of pesach, matzah and maror help us tell the 
story of our people’s historic liberation, modern additions highlight how 
much work is still left to be done. In addition to our traditional seder plate, 
some seder tables also have an alternative seder plate. Each symbol reminds 
us of injustices that still exist in our world. Until all of us are free, true 
redemption cannot be realized. 
 
ALL:  
What does an orange symbolize? 
 
READER: 
The orange reminds us to include all those who have historically been 
marginalized in the Jewish community. Originally a response to homophobia, 
it is best known as a symbol that celebrates women’s leadership in Judaism. 
Today, the orange reminds us to be mindful of all those in our community 
who may feel marginalized: Jews of color, older folks, single people, widows 
and widowers, divorced people, those with a chronic illness or social 
difficulties and all of us who feel, at times, like we are ‘the other’. The more 
diverse our community is, the richer it can be. And just as our seder plate has 
evolved to include the orange, so too are we able to change and grow in our 
understanding of the people around us, finding ways to honor the sweet 
gifts every human being brings to our seder table and our Jewish lives. 
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ALL: 
What is the significance of Fair-Trade chocolate on our seder plate? 
 
READER: 
Fair Trade certified chocolate and cocoa beans are grown under standards 
that prohibit the use of forced labor. On our seder plate they remind us that 
although we escaped from slavery in Egypt, forced labor is still very much an 
issue today. 
 
ALL: 
What is the meaning of a potato on the seder plate? 
 
READER: 
In 1991, Israel launched Operation Solomon, a covert plan to bring Ethiopian 
Jews to the Holy Land. When these famished, downtrodden Jews arrived in 
Israel, many were so hungry and ill that they were unable to digest 
substantial food. Israeli doctors fed these new immigrants simple boiled 
potatoes and rice until their systems could take more food. The potatoes in 
addition to the karpas (green spring vegetable) announce and honor a 
wondrous exodus in our own time, from Ethiopia to Israel. 
 

ALL: 
What is the significance of the banana on our seder plate? 
 

READER: 
During the summer of 2015, the world was awakened and shattered by the 
images of a little boy whose body lay lifeless amidst the gentle surf of a 
Turkish beach - another nameless victim amongst thousands in the Syrian 
refugee crisis, the greatest refugee crisis since WWII. His name was Aylan 
Kurdi, 3, and he drowned with his brother, Galip, 5, and their mother, Rihan, 
on their exodus to freedom’s distant shore. Aylan and Galip’s father, 
Abdullah, survived the harrowing journey, and in teaching the world about 
his sons, he shared that they loved bananas, a luxury in their native, war-torn 
Syria. Every day after work, Abdullah brought home a banana for his sons to 
share, a sweet sign of his enduring love for them. We place a banana on our 
seder table and tell this story to remind us of Aylan, Galip and children 
everywhere who are caught up in this modern-day exodus. May they be 

https://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/04/world/europe/syria-boy-drowning.html?_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/04/world/europe/syria-boy-drowning.html?_r=0
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guarded and protected along their journey to safety, shielded by the love of 
their parents, watched over by a God full of mercy and compassion. 
 

ALL: 
And why cashews? 
 
READER:  
Rabbi Wesley Gardenswartz of Temple Emanuel in Newton, MA, started the 
tradition of adding cashews to the seder plate to honor our troops. The idea 
came from a sign at a drug store that asked customers to consider buying 
bags of cashews to send to troops stationed in Iraq; an employee whose son 
was serving abroad explained that the salted cashews provided sustenance 
and hydration in Iraq's desert climate, compelling the rabbi to make the 
addition to his congregation's seder plate. 
 
ALL: 
Why place an apple on the seder plate? 
 
READER: 
As we celebrate Seder from our homes, we are grateful to the many medical 
professionals, first responders and other essential workers who leave the 
safety of their homes every day to maintain the infrastructure of our society.  
While the adage ‘an apple a day keeps the doctor away,” may hold some 
truth, our apple is in tribute to their dedication. We pray for their safety and 
offer profound thanks for their courage, commitment and sacrifices.  
 

BLESSINGS OVER THE MATZAH  

 
Instructions:  The leader raises the three matzot and says the following two brachot following 

which the upper matzah is broken and distributed to the participants, who then eat the matzah. 
 
 

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, 
Melech haolam, hamozti 
lechem min haaretz. 


 

 
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who brings forth 
bread from the earth. 

https://www.templeemanuel.com/
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. 

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, 
Melech haolam, asher 
kid’shanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu 
al achilat matzah.  

 
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who has sanctified 
us with your commandments and commanded us concerning the eating of 
matzah. 
 

MAROR -  
Blessing over the Bitter Herb 

 
Instructions: The leader and all participants take a piece of maror and dip it into the charoset, and 
eat the bitter herb and charoset together after reciting the following b’racha: 
 

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, 
Melech haolam, asher 
kid’shanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu 
al achilat maror. 





 
 
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who has sanctified 
us with your commandments, and commanded us concerning the eating of 
the bitter herbs. 

 

KORECH -  

Hillel Sandwich 
  

Tonight, we remember that even though we are free, there are still people 
who are not yet free.  Hillel, a famous rabbi of long ago, taught us to eat a 
special sandwich of matzah, maror, and charoset.  By doing so, we put 
together the matzah of freedom and the maror and charoset of slavery.  
Even when people are not free, there is always the hope of freedom. 

 

 

SHULCHAN ORECH - 
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We eat the seder meal 
 

TZAFUN  
Partaking of the Afikoman 

Whoever finds the afikomen is rewarded for bringing it back to the table.  
We break it into pieces and share it for dessert.   

 

KIDDUSH - 
The Third Cup of Wine 

 
With the third cup of wine we remember the third promise God made to the 
Jewish people: “I will redeem you with an outstretched arm.” This means 
that God reaches out to us. 
 

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, 
Melech haolam, borei p’ri ha-
gafen. 



 

 
Blessed are You, O God, whose presence fills Creation, forming the fruit of 
the vine. Amen. 
 

KOS ELIYAHU - 

Elijah’s Cup 
Pour the fourth cup of wine. 

 

There is an extra cup of wine on our seder table that is filled to the brim: 
“Elijah’s cup.” When the prophet Elijah comes, he will announce a time when 
all people in the world will be free. Each of us must help make the prophet’s 
words come true. 
 
We open a door to the outside and hope that Elijah will come now. 
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[After we fill Elijah’s cup from our own, we open the door and sing:] 
 

Eliyahu hanavi, Eliyahu hatishbi, 
Eliyahu, Eliyahu, Eliyahu haGiladi. 


 

Bimheirah v’yameinu, yavo 
eilenu, im Mashiach ben David, 
im Mashiach ben David. 





 

 
Elijah the prophet, in Elijah we will rejoice. May the day come quickly when 
the Messiah will come, the descendant of King David. 

 

KIDDUSH - 
The Fourth Cup of Wine 

 
Our seder is almost done. We lift our cups for the last time. With this fourth 
cup of wine we remember the fourth promise to the Jewish people: “And I 
will take you to be my people.” We learn that God loves us. 

 

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, 
Melech haolam, borei p’ri ha-
gafen. 



 

 
Blessed are You, O God, whose presence fills Creation, forming the fruit of 
the vine. Amen. 

 

 

Our seder is now ending. We have said special words and have eaten 
different foods. We know that once we were slaves but now, we are free. 
But we remember that not all people are free. There are people who are 
hungry. On this Passover we promise to help all people who are hungry and 
in need. 

 

May there be freedom and peace for us! For Everyone! 
This is our hope! 
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Bashana habaa biY’rushalayim 

 
Next Year in Jerusalem!  

Next Year, may all be free! 


