
Welcome to the first issue of TSC
Insider, the official monthly
newsletter highlighting the latest
news and updates from The Skills
Center.

We are excited to reimagine youth
success delivered in an innovative
service model, made up of multiple
youth serving organizations
working collectively to create
strong educational outcomes,
healthy lifestyles and workforce
readiness for young people. It’s
called The Skills Center
Collaborative, a $13M East Tampa
development project.

Thank you to our funders, donors
and supporters who are helping to
make our dream a reality.

We are looking forward to what lies
ahead and appreciate your
continued commitment to The
Skills Center.. 

Sincerely,

Celeste Roberts
Executive Director

THE SKILLS CENTER ACQUIRES ITS
FUTURE HOME
With the recent acquisition of two adjacent properties in
East Tampa, The Skills Center Collaborative is one step
closer to becoming a reality. 

The future facility will take root at the first of the two
properties acquired, leveling the playing field in education,
health, and workforce readiness for underserved youth
ages 3 - 21 in Hillsborough County. This year, a 55,000 sq. ft.
state of the art, multipurpose facility will encompass a wide
range of programming, sports and events. The second
property, a business park, will serve as a social venture
enterprise and provide sustainability for the organization.
 
Built on a proven model from the U.S. Department of
Labor’s Youth Opportunity Movement, The Skills Center
Collaborative will provide positive solutions to systemic
challenges facing young people. The strategic alliances
with four other Black led nonprofit organizations --
Computer Mentors Group, Men of Vision, GEMS and CDC of
Tampa -- will leverage resources, programming, funding
and ultimately impact.
 
The Skills Center Collaborative is the culmination of 14
years of hard work by co-founders, Celeste Roberts, Chris
Ward and John Arroyo, along with many staff members
and volunteers who dedicate their time and efforts to help
create change through the power of sports. The new
facility will officially open in 2022 -- stay tuned for updates!
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When border restrictions
fueled by the pandemic
forced the Toronto Raptors
to take up temporary
residence in Tampa to play
their NBA season, little did
we know that the
Canadian team would
become part of The Skills
Center’s story.

May 16th may have
marked the official end of
the Raptors’ stay in
'Champa Bay,' but they left
a lasting impression. In
partnership with Maple
Leaf Sports and
Entertainment (MLSE), the
team made a generous
donation of $350,000
toward renovations of The
Skills Center Collaborative
in East Tampa. 

The funds will be used to
help build three basketball
courts and a multi-
purpose room that will
offer a wide range of
programming, sports and
events to train youth ages
3 - 21. The contribution will
also fuel a cross-border
partnership between The
Skills Center and MLSE
LaunchPad, which opens
new opportunities for
youth both in Canada and
the United States. Much
like The Skills Center,
MLSE LaunchPad is an
organization that uses
sports to help youth
recognize and reach their
full potential.

Raptors players also
donated 100+ team jerseys
and pairs of sneakers.
Check out the ‘In the
News’ section for the for
the full story. 

Raptors hope to leave
local legacy in Tampa
Before leaving Tampa, the
Raptors donated $350,000 to The
Skills Center in East Tampa for
their new facility
CLICK TO VIEW

 

FEATURED DONOR: THE TORONTO RAPTORS 

Toronto Raptors leave
behind legacy project for
The Skills Center in
Tampa
Raptors donate $350,000 to help
renovate The Skills Center's future
home
CLICK TO VIEW

TSC IN THE NEWS

https://www.tampabay.com/sports/raptors/2021/05/18/raptors-tampa-ride-doesnt-net-on-court-success-but-they-hope-to-leave-local-legacy-in-community/
https://www.abcactionnews.com/sports/toronto-raptors-leave-behind-legacy-project-for-the-skills-center-in-tampa


STUDENT SPOTLIGHT: JANAY SHULER 

From the Only Girl on the Team, To Coaching a Team of Only Girls 

WHAT'S YOUR FAVORITE MEMORY AT TSC?
I was playing in the Rec League and we had a
game that happened to also be on my 12th
birthday and team picture day. I wanted to
look extra pretty for my photo, but in doing so,
I ran late. I already felt like an outcast being the
only girl on the team, and was now keeping
everyone waiting, but, as soon as I arrived all of
my teammates ran up to me and screamed
“happy birthday!” I was so happy, it was my first
time feeling like a part of a team.

WHAT’S ONE SKILL THAT YOU ARE PROUD OF?
I am not afraid to try something new. I try not
to be known just as an athlete so I branch out
and try new things as much as I can

WHAT IS SOMETHING YOU LEARNED AT TSC
THAT HAS BEEN HELPFUL TO YOU TODAY?
During a recent camp session, we offered the
girls a confidential outlet to express their
feelings about anything. I was shocked by how
many different feelings and issues the girls
had, and how comfortable they were sharing
them. That day taught me that it’s okay to not
be okay. 

WHAT’S ONE PIECE OF ADVICE OR WISDOM YOU
HAVE FOR NEW STUDENTS?
Never give up, never doubt yourself, and never
say you can’t do something. 

HOW DOES YOUR PAST EXPERIENCE AS A
STUDENT HELP IN YOUR CURRENT ROLE?
It’s definitely taught me that you have to be
coachable/teachable. If you go through life
thinking you know everything, no one can help
you and you will never grow. You have to be
open and willing to adapt and change to better
yourself.

WHERE DO YOU SEE YOURSELF OR WISH TO BE IN
5 YEARS?
Graduating  from Chiropractic School with my
doctorate and part of a professional sports team
medical staff.

WHAT DO YOU WANT TO BE REMEMBERED FOR?
I want to be remembered for my impact on the
girls in the Tampa Y.E.S. program. I want them to
be able to begin sentences with, Coach Janay
always taught me … ” throughout their adult
lives. 

When Janay Shuler was a student at The
Skills Center 10 years ago, she was the only
girl on the basketball team. Today, Janey is
excited to see the growth in opportunities
for girls in the Tampa community, and has
found her way back to The Skills Center
coaching a team of middle school girls. 

Now a junior at Florida A&M University,
Janay has spent the last six months as a
mentor for the Tampa Y.E.S. Youth
Engaged in Sports program, whose
mission is to break barriers for girls in
sports. 

We caught up with Janay to reflect on her
past and present at The Skills Center, and
to hear about her plans for the future.

Janay on her 12th birthday Janay today at 21 years old  

THEN NOW



Joselynne first became
involved with The Skills
Center through her son’s
desire to play basketball.
Seeking a program that
focused on academics in
addition to athletics,
Joselynne enrolled her
then six year old son, Colin,
in The Skills Center rec
league. Now 11 years old,
Colin has grown both
academically (achieving a
4.0 gpa ) and athletically,
earning spots on TSC’s all
star and travel teams
playing throughout the
state of Florida with his
eye on division one
schools like Duke,
Gonzaga and UNC.

Joselynne’s 14 year old
daughter, Ailani, is also
well on her way to a bright
future. In addition to
supporting her brother 

and volunteering at TSC,
Ailani is a 4.0 student,
accomplished
entrepreneur and ballet
dancer, whose accolades
include starting her own
business and being
named the NAACP Young
Entrepreneur of the Year
at just seven years old. In
addition, she has trained 

GET TO KNOW: JOSELYNNE FORDE

Role at TSC: Board Member, Volunteer, Parent, Event Planner, Founder of MMC, Inc. & Beyond
Hometown: Orlando, FL

with guest instructors
from the prestigious
American Ballet and Alvin
Ailey theaters. While she
remains passionate about
growing her talents in
business and performing 
arts, Ailani has even bigger
plans for the future, as she
aspires to be the first
African American Female
Supreme Court Justice.
Aside from being a parent
to two extraordinary
children whom are part of
the TSC, Joselynne is
celebrating  her first year
as an official TSC board
member and will also be
utilizing her professional
role as an event planner to
lead efforts for the Annual
Sneakers Ball.

Find out a bit more about
Joselynne below …

WHAT DO YOU LOVE ABOUT WORKING WITH THE SKILLS CENTER?
Being able to meet so many wonderful families and children.

WHAT'S YOUR FAVORITE MEMORY FROM YOUR OWN ADOLESCENCE?
My parents were educators and really made a difference in the lives of others.
They taught me to always give back, so now it’s in my DNA. When the
opportunity came to serve this organization, it was a no-brainer.

WHAT'S SOMETHING YOU'VE HEARD FROM A STUDENT THAT POSITIVELY
IMPACTED YOU?
When someone tells me that my mentorship made a difference. I'm a firm
believer in, “to whom much is given, much is required.” 

WHAT'S ONE PIECE OF WISDOM YOU HOPE STUDENTS TAKE WITH THEM? 
As an avid volunteer and giver of my time, talents, and treasures, I always say
that the best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others. We
must always continue to lift as we climb!

WHAT'S A FUN FACT ABOUT YOU?
I am a classically trained ballerina who has performed with The Royal Ballet.


