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Disasters impact every community—and preparation, response, and recovery are strongest when we learn and work together. Our congregations have so much to gain and to offer in this shared work! The Disaster Capacity Building Lunch and Learn Series is designed to equip congregations, leaders, and community members with knowledge, tools, and relationships to better serve their neighbors before, during, and after times of crisis.
Through weekly conversations with experts and partner organizations, participants will explore topics including disaster response and recovery, volunteer engagement, food insecurity, emotional and spiritual care, suicide prevention, and caring for neighbors who face vulnerabilities. Whether you are new to disaster ministry or looking to deepen your congregation’s capacity, this series offers practical learning and meaningful connection to help strengthen resilience across our communities. Registration is required, but all Lunch & Learns are free! 
June 30 | Creating a Network of Care Across ND
Join Sean Coffman of LDR for a conversation about disaster long-term recovery and unmet needs, along with an overview of disaster emotional and spiritual care, disaster ministry teams, and volunteer recovery efforts. Learn how communities and congregations can play a vital role in supporting recovery after disaster.
July 7 | Food Security in North Dakota
Hear from the Great Plains Food Bank about hunger and food insecurity across North Dakota. This conversation will explore current challenges, local realities, and ways communities can support efforts to ensure all neighbors have access to nutritious food.
July 14 | The Role of Volunteers and Congregations in Disaster Response
Join North Dakota DHHS Emergency Preparedness and Response Mass Care Coordinator, Josh Randolph, and Marissa Sauceda of North Dakota Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (ND VOAD) for a discussion on how volunteers, faith communities, and local organizations can effectively support disaster response and recovery efforts across the state.
July 21 | Suicide Prevention with the VA: S.A.V.E. Training
Learn how to recognize signs of suicide risk and respond with care and compassion through S.A.V.E., a brief training offered by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. This practical session will equip participants with simple, life-saving tools to support those who may be in crisis.
July 28 | Understanding Our Immigrant Neighbors
Join Global Refuge for a nonpartisan conversation about immigration and the experiences of immigrants in North Dakota. Together, we’ll learn more about the current landscape and how greater understanding can strengthen our communities.
Sessions are hosted by Western and Eastern Synod Disaster Capacity Builder, 
Jen Engquist – jen@wndsynod.org – Please reach out to her with any questions!
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