
The Orphans and Vulnerable Groups Fund supports the 

efforts of Habitat for Humanity organizations to provide 

adequate shelter, housing support services and other 

interventions for the most acutely and uniquely vulnerable 

people in communities around the world. 

These groups — children who have lost one or both 

parents, people who have a disease or disability, and 

marginalized people suffering social exclusion — have very 

limited capacity to escape chronic poverty by themselves. 

The OVG Fund enables Habitat to provide a hand up 

through housing solutions to the most vulnerable. 

Please consider supporting this priority fund. 

To learn more, visit the tithe home page, 

my.habitat.org/kc/home/tithing, or contact  

us at tithe@habitat.org.
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Orphans and Vulnerable Groups Fund distribution
U.S. affiliate support of the Orphans and Vulnerable Groups Fund has grown incredibly. In the first year of the fund in 

FY2015, 30 U.S. affiliates contributed $50,000, which was distributed to Habitat Malawi to help six families caring for 

orphans and vulnerable children improve their housing conditions. In the second year, 100 U.S. affiliates contributed 

more than $230,000 to support orphans in Cote d’Ivoire; to implement water, sanitation and hygiene, or WASH, 

interventions in Bangladesh; and to help vulnerable families secure homes in Zambia. In fiscal year 2017, 130 U.S. 

affiliates contributed to more than $317,000 to the Orphans and Vulnerable Groups Fund. These funds have been 

distributed as follows:
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$117,000 TO IMPROVE HOUSING AND WATER, SANITATION 
AND HYGIENE FOR FAMILIES IN BANGLADESH
The Satkhira district, a coastal belt located in southwestern Bangladesh, 

is home to the Rishi people, who are considered part of the “untouchable” 

caste. These families are particularly vulnerable because of social 

stigmatization, and they have inadequate access to clean water and 

sanitation facilities. Frequent flooding from cyclones further aggravates 

living conditions. The Orphans and Vulnerable Groups Fund will support the 

continued work of Habitat Bangladesh in two Rishi communities. Through 

this funding, Habitat Bangladesh will train at least 200 individuals in WASH 

practices, build or renovate nearly 100 homes, construct 40 pit latrines, and 

dig seven tube wells.  

$100,000 TO SUPPORT VULNERABLE FAMILIES IN KENYA
Laikipia County, located near Mount Kenya, is home to many different 

ethnic groups and some of Kenya’s most important wildlife. The prevalence 

of drought in the region has exacerbated ethnic tensions and deteriorated 

the living conditions for many low-income families, many of whom rely on 

agriculture for their livelihoods. Through the OVG Fund, Habitat Kenya will 

provide new houses for seven families in Laikipia and will train the families 

and other community members on best practices related to inheritance and 

succession rights, WASH practices, and financial literacy. 

AN UNEXPECTED BEQUEST RESULTS IN $100,000 TO SUPPORT 
ORPHANS AND VULNERABLE CHILDREN IN LESOTHO
Habitat Lesotho provides improved housing and sanitation to orphans and 

vulnerable children and their caregivers. When a Habitat affiliate received 

an unexpected $1 million bequest, it designated a $100,000 tithe for 

Habitat Lesotho. The affiliate wanted this “extraordinary” tithe to be put to 

immediate use and to be anonymous (the affiliate did not want the recipient 

to expect future tithes of this amount). Because of this tithe, 30 vulnerable 

families in Lesotho now live in new two-room homes with improved 

ventilated pit latrines.


