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May 8, 2020 

Dear CAIS School Families, 
 
It is an understatement to say that COVID-19 has disrupted Canadian 
independent schools. Like so many other organizations, schools have had to 
make radical changes in how they function to ensure continuity of learning for 
our children. Students are receiving instruction, projects and assessments at 
home with no opportunity for transition or training. What was hoped would be a 
short period of physical distancing, intended to flatten the curve, has turned into 
a sustained challenge for students, parents and educators.  
 
Your school is a member of the Canadian Accredited Independent Schools 
(CAIS). CAIS is a community of over 90 independent schools, all of which 
commit to undergoing a reflective and collaborative school improvement 
process, meeting National Standards, and participating in research and 
leadership development. In response to the current challenges, Heads of 
Schools across the country have been working with each other to circumvent 
obstacles and share strategies and successes. Educational leaders are coming 
together weekly to share distance learning strategies to continually improve the 
learning experience, and operations leaders are collaborating nationally to 
ensure they are meeting the needs of the families in their respective schools.  
 
In celebration of teacher appreciation week, CAIS would like to thank you, the 
families in CAIS schools, for your continued support of your school. Teachers 
have been resourceful, inventive and dedicated, and they deserve our 
gratitude. Equally, we appreciate your commitment to your child's success and 
your resilience in the face of this challenge. We recognize that these are 
incredibly challenging times for parents; in addition to supporting the continued 
learning for your children, you are coping with other stress related to work, 
health, and wellbeing. 
 
Despite the cloud of this crisis, there are many stories of silver linings. Schools 
supporting health care workers through the donations of PPEs, students 
leading service projects for those in need and communities coming together in 
creative ways to celebrate are just a few examples. Across Canada, we also 
see examples of remarkable compassion. As a community, we feel heartened 
by the many examples of gratitude that families are sharing virtually with their 
teachers and school leaders. The power of empathy and community at this time 
has helped us to support each other. 
 
As we get closer to flattening the curve in communities across the country, 
schools are directing their attention to returning to campus. They are respecting 
provincial and public health directives to ensure that, when they can bring  
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students back, they will do so in a manner that protects the health of students and faculty. In the meantime, our 
schools will continue to provide as much stability and normalcy as possible. Although there continues to be 
uncertainty moving forward, more than ever, we are reminded that relationships are everything in education. We 
appreciate your ongoing trust, support and partnership. We are in this together, and with continued mutual 
support and generosity, we can ensure a positive outlook towards hope and possibility.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Patti MacDonald and the CAIS Team 
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