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Call for Nominations for the 2025 -2026 Mass General KF-CCR Rising Star Award

Please post and share this with anyone within your department.
[bookmark: _Hlk175081232]
[bookmark: _Hlk173835658]The Mass General Krantz Family Center for Cancer Research (KF-CCR) Community Engagement Committee invites nominations for our annual Mass General KF-CCR Rising Star Award, an initiative highlighting the excellence of early to mid-career scientists/research fellows whose experiences or perspectives contribute to broadening participation in biomedical research.

This award aims to spotlight outstanding postdoctoral researchers who have demonstrated exceptional promise and achievement in cancer research during their fellowship. Selected awardees will be invited to present their work as part of the KF-CCR Seminar Series, held at Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston, MA, and engage with our vibrant community of faculty and fellows. The KF-CCR includes over 600 members across 54 labs working at the forefront of cancer biology — including cancer genetics and epigenetics, DNA damage and repair, RNA regulation, immunology, stem cell biology, and more. Awardees will give a 45-minute research talk followed by a 10 – 15-minute Q&A session in May or June 2025, depending on availability.

A committee consisting of Mass General KF-CCR faculty, staff, and postdoctoral researchers will select up to two awardees from the nominations received. A semifinal round may be conducted by Zoom, depending on the number of nominations.

Eligibility Requirement: Nominees must be PhD or MD/PhD postdoctoral researchers (including Instructors) who are available to travel to Boston in May or June 2025. We also encourage nominations of individuals who have demonstrated research excellence while overcoming significant personal, academic, or structural challenges, such as being a first-generation college student, or facing financial or other barriers to access.

Nominations process:  For the nominating faculty member: Please submit the following by December 1, 2025, via Google Form at the link below:
                                                https://forms.gle/V4YJsn3qyGhxsBEN8
I. A letter of recommendation detailing the postdoctoral trainee’s from the research advisor:
· Nominee’s accomplishments and scientific work
· Nominee’s background 
· Nominee’s research interests 
· A brief summary of why the Mass General KF-CCR Rising Star Seminar series could be beneficial for the nominee.
II. The nominee’s CV, which should include their education, research summary, awards, and publications.
III. [Optional] Any major publications from the nominee or other supporting documents

Note:  There is no limit to the number of nominations that can be received from a lab or institution. 

The deadline for nominations is December 1, 2025. Awardees will be notified by early to mid-December 2025. 

The prize includes a $400 honorarium to the awardee, and the Mass General KF-CCR will cover the cost of expenses for travel to Boston (flights, ground transportation, meals, and hotel.) [Note: Awardees from MGB are unable to receive an honorarium due to MGB’s internal financial rules.]

On behalf of the Mass General KF-CCR, thank you for your nomination and for sharing this opportunity with anyone who might find it of interest. 
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[bookmark: _Hlk173835748]For inquiries about eligibility or the application process, please contact Sophia Sid, Senior Program Manager, Mass General KF-CCR at ssid@mgh.harvard.edu. 
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