
    
 

   
 

VIDEO SURVEILLANCE 

                                                           
Over the years, there has been an increase in the desire to install cameras in and around campus 
buildings.  Under the university’s Video Surveillance System Guidelines, cameras are only to be used for 
“security” purposes and to avoid placement of cameras where there is a reasonable expectation of 
privacy.  Since most cameras are not monitored by a person at the other end, it is important that staff 
and employees not be under the impression that they are for their “safety” and the expectation that 
emergency responders will be dispatched if someone is in need of immediate medical or police 
assistance.   The university also requires signage be posted to notify the community that cameras are in 
use.   
 
As we all know from news reports, and TV shows such as CSI and Forensic Files, cameras can be a 
valuable forensic tool in a criminal investigation.   Therefore, the video images should be of the highest 
quality resolution.  Also, the integrity of the video storage should be maintained at all times for 
evidentiary purposes to avoid any question or doubt in a criminal prosecution.  
 
If you are a Building or Zone Manager, and have an interest in a video surveillance system for the inside 
or outside, or both, of a building or facility, the link below will direct you to the guidelines.  The first step 
would be an assessment by the Department of Public Safety (DPS) which may include other security 
measures we suggest instead of, or in addition to, cameras based on your specific security issue or 
concern.   Once your request for cameras is approved, we can provide you with at least two referrals to 
vendors that have installed cameras on campus.  However, you are free to select any vendor of your 
choice.   
                                                   https://police.stanford.edu/pdf/vssguidelines.pdf 
THANK YOU for all you do to help us ensure the safety and security of our community!  
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