
 

Screwdrivers: Fun Facts You Never Knew!

When it comes to tools, the humble screwdriver may not always steal the spotlight, but this essential 
tool is integral to countless tasks in homes, workshops, and industries worldwide. From assembling 
furniture to repairing gadgets, screwdrivers are true unsung heroes. Let’s dive into some fun and 
fascinating facts about screwdrivers that might just surprise you!

1. A Tool with a Royal Name

The term "screwdriver" dates back to the 15th century. The name itself suggests its primary function: 
driving screws. But did you know that screwdrivers were likely first used in Europe? Historical 
manuscripts often refer to a tool that was essentially a screwdriver being used in the construction of 
armored plates!

2. The Birth of Different Head Types

Screwdrivers come in various shapes and sizes, with the most common types being flathead and Phillips. 
The Phillips head was invented in the 1930s by Henry F. Phillips, who designed it for mass production. 
The cross shape allowed for better grip and more torque compared to flathead screws, revolutionizing 
assembly lines!

3. Beyond Simple Twist and Turn

While we typically think of screwdrivers as manual tools, the electric screwdriver has become a game-
changer in modern times. These powered versions can quickly drive and remove screws at a much faster 
rate, making them a favorite in construction and DIY projects alike. 

4. Screw There, or Not!

Do you know that some screws are designed to be installed without a screwdriver? "Thumb screws" can 
be turned by hand, and "palm screws" are adjustable without tools at all! This demonstrates how the 
functionality of screws has evolved beyond the traditional method of fastening.



 

5. A Promise of Durability

The metal used in screwdrivers is vital. Most are made from chromium-vanadium alloy steel, which 
provides durability and resistance to bending and breaking. Interestingly, the tip of a screwdriver can 
undergo processes like hardening and tempering to enhance its strength and longevity!

6. A Star-Studded History

The Torx® screwdriver, known for its star-shaped head, was developed in the 1960s and is now widely 
used in automobiles and electronics. Because of its unique shape, it minimizes the risk of slipping and 
damaging the screw or the tool itself, a great example of innovation catering to specific needs.

7. Every Color Counts!

Screwdrivers can come in a rainbow of colors, but this isn’t purely aesthetic. Many professionals use 
colored handles for quick differentiation between types and sizes, a strategy that helps keep things 
organized and efficient, especially for those who work with multiple tools daily.

8. The Larger Picture: The Tool Family

Screwdrivers belong to a larger family of tools known as "drivers," which include wrenches and ratchets. 
All these tools share the common goal of turning and fastening objects. In this family, the screwdriver 
stands out as the most recognizable and widely used in everyday life.

9. Screwdriver as a Symbol

In pop culture, screwdrivers have made their mark, particularly as a symbol of handyman expertise. 
From TV shows about renovation to classic films featuring heroes that could fix anything with a simple 
screwdriver, this tool resonates deeply with ideas of skill, creativity, and resourcefulness.

10. The Ultimate Lip Sync Battle

Don’t be surprised to know that there exists a cocktail named the "Screwdriver," made from vodka and 
orange juice! The drink’s name is thought to derive from oil workers in the 1940s who used their 
screwdrivers to mix their drinks when they were out of stirrers.

Whether you’re a professional tradesperson, a DIY enthusiast, or simply someone trying to hang a 
picture frame, understanding the history and versatility of screwdrivers can make your next project even 
more interesting. Next time you reach for this trusty tool, remember, it’s a small piece of engineering 
history with a world of fun facts behind it!
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