
    
 

Protecting Your Home from The Threat of Fire 
 

 
 

Your home can be threatened by a wildland fire of a neighboring house.  In most of the 
devastating wildland fires where numerous homes have been lost, while some of the homes may 
be ignited from direct fire or embers from the wildland fire, many of the homes are ignited by 
neighboring homes.  It is important to take steps that can help to lower the ignitability of your 
home. 
Take the time to walk around your property in order to identify hazards that can increase the 
likelihood of a fire spreading through your property to your home. 
Steps that will help to protect your home from the threat of fire: 

□ Clean your roof and gutters – Dried leaves and needles on your roof and in your rain 
gutters are easily ignited from falling embers and could cause a fire to spread through 
your home.  Roofs and rain gutters should be cleaned regularly in order to prevent 
accumulations that could easily be ignited. 

□ Remove or trim branches that are hanging over your roof – Not only do the branches 
contribute to the accumulation of leaves and needles on you roof, the branches could 
also allow a fire involving the vegetation to ignite your home.  It is recommended that 
branches be clear to a minimum of ten (10) feet from your roof.  Branches should be 
trimmed to a minimum distance of ten (10) feet from any chimney. 

□ Install a spark arrestor on all your Chimneys – Spark arrestors keep sparks and embers 
from your fireplace or wood burning stove from starting a fire on your roof or on 
neighboring property. 

□ Remove dead or dying vegetation from your property – Dead vegetation, dried grasses 
and weeds can easily spread a fire to your home. All dead or dried vegetation should be 
removed from your property immediately. 

□ Clear the ignition zone around your home – The area around your home extending out 
for five (5) feet is considered the ignition zone.  This area round your home needs to be 
kept clear of combustible materials that can be easily ignited.  Anything ignited within the 
ignition zone can easily spread the fire to your home. 

□ Make sure that your address is clearly visible from the street – During an emergency, 
especially medical emergencies, it is critical that emergency responders be able to identify 
your address as quick as possible. It is important that the address numbers be of a size 



    
 

and a contrasting color from their background so that they can be easily seen from the 
street. 

□ Test your smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors – All homes are required to 
have smoke detectors inside of each bedroom and in the common areas.  Homes with a 
fireplace or gas fueled appliances are required to have a carbon monoxide detector.  
Smoke detectors should be tested monthly and carbon monoxide detectors should be 
tested in accordance with their manufacturer recommendation. 

□ Have a plan for your family – Take the time to develop a home fire escape plan for your 
family.  Tour plan needs to include a meeting place outside and two ways out of each 
bedroom. Aplan is critical for homes with young children or other people that may need 
help evacuating during a fire. 

Take the opportunity now to better protect your home and family from the threat of fire. 
For more information on wildfire safety, please visit www.readyforwildfire.org.   
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