
 

Andrew Luck: A Career in College and the NFL

Early Life and College Career

Andrew Luck was born on 
September 12, 1989, in 
Washington, D.C., but grew up in 
Houston, Texas. He was the son of 
Oliver Luck, a former college 
football player and executive. 
Andrew excelled in athletics from 
an early age, showing particular 
promise in football. He attended 
Stratford High School, where he 
was a standout quarterback, 
earning accolades and interest 

from top college programs.

In 2008, Luck opted to play college football at Stanford University, where he became an integral part of 
the team and transformed the football program. Under head coach Jim Harbaugh, Luck showcased 
remarkable skills, leadership, and a deep understanding of the game. 

During his three years at Stanford (2009-2011), he developed a reputation as one of the most talented 
quarterbacks in college football. In his sophomore year, he led the Cardinal to a 8-5 record and a victory 
in the Sun Bowl, culminating in a breakthrough season. The following year, in 2010, Luck threw for over 
3,000 yards and 32 touchdowns, finishing third in the Heisman Trophy voting.

Luck's junior season in 2011 was something of a coronation. He amassed over 3,500 passing yards while 
completing 71% of his passes. He also showcased his ability to make plays with his legs, rushing for 377 
yards and 5 touchdowns. His performance earned him the prestigious Maxwell Award and the Walter 
Camp Award as the nation's best player, and he was a consensus All-American. Luck decided to forgo his 
senior year and declared for the NFL Draft, solidifying his status as one of college football’s best 
quarterbacks.

NFL Career with the Indianapolis Colts

Andrew Luck was selected first overall in the 2012 NFL Draft by the Indianapolis Colts, heralded as the 
franchise quarterback who would carry the team into a new era following the retirement of legendary 
quarterback Peyton Manning. Luck lived up to the hype right away, throwing for 4,374 yards and 23 
touchdowns in his rookie season. He led the Colts to an 11-5 record, earning NFL Offensive Rookie of the 
Year honors.

Luck's second season was equally impressive. He increased his output to 3,822 passing yards and 23 
touchdowns, leading the Colts to the playoffs. The following year, in 2014, Luck established himself 



 

among the league's elite quarterbacks, throwing for an eye-popping 4,761 yards and 40 touchdowns, 
earning Pro Bowl selections and a place on the NFL All-Pro team.

Over the course of his career, Luck became known for his strong arm, football IQ, and competitiveness. 
He was adept at reading defenses and had the ability to make crucial plays under pressure. He played a 
key role in leading the Colts to the playoffs in multiple seasons, including an impressive run to the AFC 
Championship Game in the 2014 season.

However, Luck's career was plagued by injuries that began in 2015. He suffered a lacerated kidney and a 
torn abdominal muscle that sidelined him for much of the 2015 season. Despite a promising comeback 
in 2016, he faced ongoing issues with his shoulder, ultimately undergoing surgery in January 2017. His 
recovery was lengthy and challenging, leading to 
his decision to miss the entire 2017 season.

In August 2019, after a prolonged rehabilitation 
process and despite his determination to return 
to the field, Luck made the shocking 
announcement that he was retiring from 
professional football at the age of 29. His 
decision stemmed from the mental and physical 
toll of his injuries and the desire to prioritize his 
mental well-being and personal life.

Legacy

Andrew Luck's career, though shortened by injuries, left a significant impact on both college and 
professional football. He finished his career with 23,671 passing yards, 171 touchdowns, and a 
quarterback rating of 87.0 in the NFL. Luck is remembered not just for his on-field talents but also for his 
intelligence, character, and dedication to the game.

At Stanford, he restored the program's prominence, helping to cultivate talent and interest in a team 
that had seen its ups and downs in previous years. In the NFL, he embodied the qualities of a leader, 
guiding his team through challenging situations and inspiring a new generation of quarterbacks.

Luck's legacy serves as a reminder of the unpredictability of sports, where greatness can be 
accompanied by challenges, and the importance of mental and physical health within the realm of 
competitive athletics. While his on-field career may have ended earlier than many envisioned, Andrew 
Luck remains a beloved figure in the football world, appreciated for both his accomplishments and his 
decision to prioritize his well-being.
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