From Dialogue to Doing: Fall 2020
One WKU Book & Media Groups


Book & Media Groups
We all consume information differently, so there are several options including nonfiction, fiction, podcasts, documentaries, and TV sitcoms. The idea is to engage in conversations about institutional racism and how we, as a collaborative team, can create real change at WKU and in our communities. After registration, the group leader will contact you to arrange meeting times. If you have general questions about the book & media groups, please email Dr. Molly Kerby for clarification. If you have questions about specific materials, please email the group leader/contact.

Note: Participants will need do purchase/acquire their own materials; prices range from $0 - $15. Most books are available via Kindle, audio, hardback, and paperback.

The goal of these groups is to address the following learning outcomes:
· Discuss the issues of systematic racism
· Examine the impact of institutional racism in higher education, our community, and/or WKU
· Synthesize knowledge/insight to create change at WKU

Participants will commit to three discussion/dialogue sessions based on the reading/listening/watching materials. 
· The first session will examine the overarching global issue(s) of racism in our society in relation to the materials; unpacking the problem, if you will.
· The second session will analyze how racism is embedded in our systems (our local laws, institutions, organizations, etc.) based on the materials.
· The last session will be used to identify an area at WKU (gaps in curriculum, policies needed, program additions or modifications, administrative changes in structures, etc.) and complete an “action plan.”


Books/Readings – Whiteness & Privilege
Register here

Book – Nonfiction - Raising White Kids: Bringing Up Children in a Racially Unjust America (Group Leader: Lauren McClain)
Raising White Kids is a book for families, educators, and communities who want to equip their children to be active and able participants in a society that is becoming one of the most racially diverse in the world while remaining full of racial tensions.  
For more information, click here. 
Supplemental information: How White Parents Can Talk To Their Kids About Race


Book – Nonfiction – Anti-racism
How to be an Antiracist (Group Leader/Contact: Robin Ayers)
Ibram X. Kendi's concept of antiracism reenergizes and reshapes the conversation about racial justice in America--but even more fundamentally, points us toward liberating new ways of thinking about ourselves and each other. Instead of working with the policies and system we have in place, Kendi asks us to think about what an antiracist society might look like, and how we can play an active role in building it. For more information, click here.

*****************

Book – Nonfiction - History & Racial Identity: 
The Color of Law (Tony Harkins Group Leader/Contact -  w/panel of experts)
In The Color of Law (published by Liveright in May 2017), Richard Rothstein argues with exacting precision and fascinating insight how segregation in America—the incessant kind that continues to dog our major cities and has contributed to so much recent social strife—is the byproduct of explicit government policies at the local, state, and federal levels. For more information, click here.

*****************
Book – Fiction – Institutionalized Racism:
An American Marriage, Tayari Jones (Group Leader/Contact: Gayle Mallinger)
This book was on every “Best of the Year” list in 2019 and rightly so. The author takes a heavy subject like race and the injustices perpetuated against black males that lands them in the prison system – and makes us look at the effect on the family relationships. It’s an interesting, character driven plot which dives deep and pulls us in. For more information, click here.

*****************
Podcast & Documentary: 
1619 (Group Leader/Contact: Lynne Holland)
An audio series on how slavery has transformed America, connecting past and present through the oldest form of storytelling. “1619” is a New York Times audio series, hosted by Nikole Hannah-Jones, that examines the long shadow of American slavery. Listen to the episodes below, or read the transcripts by clicking the icon to the right of the play bar. For more information about the series, visit nytimes.com/1619podcast.

13th (Holli Drummond Leader/Contact with Donielle Lovell and Carrie Trojan) 
Combining archival footage with testimony from activists and scholars, director Ava DuVernay's examination of the U.S. prison system looks at how the country's history of racial inequality drives the high rate of incarceration in America. Available on Netflix; see trailer.

*****************
Television:
Blackish Episode(s) (Group Leader/Contact: Martha Sales)
An American sitcom television series created by Kenya Barris. Black-ish follows an upper middle class African-American family led by Andre 'Dre' and Rainbow Johnson and revolves around the family's lives as they juggle personal, sociopolitical, and racial issues. For more information, click here.





