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Community Health Centers (CHCs) in Mississippi 
 

Executive Summary 

Community Health Centers in Mississippi are important providers in the state’s efforts to 

address the opioid crisis.  This report reveals findings from a 2018 survey, as well as select 

Uniform Data Set (UDS) information from community health centers depicting their services 

and related activity in addressing the crisis.  The survey was conducted by clinical consultant, 

Yvonne-Fry Johnson, MD.   

Key data points reveal the following: 

Workforce  

• Recruitment of providers to address the crisis remains a challenge, especially in rural 

areas of our state.  Among a total of 21 health centers, eight of them provide on-site 

treatment and supportive services.   Among the 8, all of them provide daily substance 

abuse services.  

 

• Use of telehealth services and expanded technology continues to grow.  To address 

workforce shortages, at least 5 CHCs report having on-site telehealth access for patients. 

 

Mental Health & Substance Abuse Conditions Diagnosed Number of Visits 

• CHCs reported a continual increase in the number of patients that are being diagnosed 

with some form of Mental Health & Substance Abuse Condition. During the years 

2015-2017, there has been a yearly increase of at least 6.5% of patients who are seen at 

health centers that are being diagnosed and treated for Mental Health & Substance 

Abuse Conditions.  

 

• CHCs reported an increase in the number of patients diagnosed with Anxiety 

Disorders, including PTSD over three years. These health centers indicated an increase 

of nearly 15% of patients who are seen at their facility being diagnosed with an Anxiety 

Disorder over a three-year time span.  

Surveillance Report of Opioid Services and Treatment 



• Depression and Mood Disorders collectively represent about 51% of those persons 

being prescribed Opioids. Although the number of new diagnosis is on a slow decline of 

depression and other mood disorders, the number continues to be staggering. Health 

centers reported an increase in numbers from 2015 to 2016 of 7,322 with only a 

decrease of 1,018 from 2016 to 2017.  

Opioid Treatment Readiness  

• Over half of the health centers in MS report that they are addressing Mental Health or 

Substance Use/Abuse issues through School-Based Clinics. Eight out of the twelve 

health centers can address mental health and substance use disorders through their 

school-based clinics.  

 

• Health centers located in rural parts of the state are positioning themselves to better 

serve and treat Mental Health & Substance Abuse through Project ECHO. Two of the 

health centers are currently engaging their patients through Project ECHO (Extension for 

Community Healthcare Outcomes). This project is designed to increase access to 

specialty treatment in rural and underserved areas by empowering clinicians with the 

knowledge and support they need to manage patients with Mental Health & Substance 

Abuse Conditions.  

 

• Over half (60%) of the health centers participate in the Tobacco Free Program. About 3 

of every 10 cigarettes (31%) smoked by adults are smoked by adults with mental illnessi. 

Health cents have seen a decrease in the number of patients (about 12% within 2017) 

being diagnosed with a Tobacco Use Disorder.  

i February 2013, CDC Vital Signs:  https://www.cdc.gov/vitalsigns/pdf/2013-02-vitalsigns.pdf 

                                                           


