
April 18, 2021 
Happy Anniversary, Co-Cathedral! 
 
Dear Friends in Christ: 
     Anh chị em thân mến trong Chúa Kitô: 
                    Estimados Amigos y Amigas en Cristo: 
 
Catholics are a calendar oriented people.  We label 
names for all weeks of the year whether in Easter, 
Lent, Ordinary Time, etc.  We have a calendar full 
of saint days that are unique celebrations.  But in 
addition to the universal calendar, there are three 
particularly unique days of the year in the life of any 
parish.  The first is, of course, the anniversary of the 
founding of the parish.  In the case of our parish, that 
date is November 22, commemorating the day in 
1896 when Bishop Gallagher erected the parish, 
long before any property was even acquired.  This 
day is not commemorated on the liturgical calendar, 
but is important nonetheless. 
 
The second important day is that of the patronal 
feast—in our case, the Solemnity of the Sacred 
Heart.  Unlike saint days, this is a variable day on 
the calendar related to the date of Easter, as it always 
takes place on the Friday after the Second Sunday 
after Pentecost (this year, on Friday, June 11). 
 
The third important day, and one that is often over-
looked, is the anniversary of the dedication of the 
parish church, which we celebrated this week on 
Tuesday.  While the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred 
Heart was dedicated on April 2, 2008, the observed 
date is April 13 each year by episcopal decree.  Fol-
lowing the re-dedication of St. Mary’s Cathedral Ba-
silica in Galveston after Hurricane Ike, the two ca-
thedrals were given a shared date of observation. 
 
Unlike a normal parish, which celebrates its dedica-
tion anniversary as a local solemnity, the anniver-
sary for a cathedral church is a feast for the entire 
diocese.  Therefore, the two cathedrals were given a 
common date of observance so that the parishes of 
the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston could cele-
brate a feast in honor of both mother churches. 
 
I remember April 2, 2008 well.  The Mass of dedica-
tion was not open to the public, but each parish was 
allowed to designate a family to attend.  The month 
before, I had been accepted into seminary formation 
by the Archdiocese and my family was therefore 
chosen to represent my parish of Prince of Peace. 

The rite of the dedication of a church is a beautiful 
one full of symbolism, but one of which we are re-
minded every year is the anointing of the walls with 
chrism.  The bishop anoints twelve locations on the 
walls of the church with chrism (in addition to the 
surface of the altar).  These locations are marked by 
the twelve dedication candles which are mounted on 
various walls and columns of the cathedral (on a 
cross-shaped bracket).  While we often see these 
candles lit on very solemn occasions, their purpose 
is to be lit on the anniversary of the church’s dedica-
tion each year as a reminder of that sacred anointing. 
 
These sacred rites are rich because they have the 
purpose of doing exactly that: making a structure 
sacred.  When a church and altar are dedicated, the 
physical structures are set aside for sacred use only 
and designated as the dwelling place of God’s holy 
mysteries.  Our beautiful churches remind us of 
God’s dwelling among us.  Like the meeting tent in 
the desert or the Temple in Jerusalem, the Co-
Cathedral is the dwelling place of God—a reality we 
should remember every time we see the red sanctu-
ary lamp burning near the tabernacle.   
 
At the same time, though, we are reminded that the 
Church is so much bigger than buildings.  In fact, in 
our baptism, each one of us becomes a tabernacle of 
God as we are given the indwelling Holy Spirit.  
Therefore, the true measure of our parish is not a 
beautiful building, but that each of us “like living 
stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house 
to be a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” (1 Pt 2:5)   
 
As long as we, as a parish family, continue to wor-
ship together and to make spiritual sacrifice to God 
in our prayer, our evangelization, and our charity to 
one another and to the poor, the big ‘C’ Church will 
continue to be alive and well in the little ‘c’ church 
of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in down-
town Houston.  Happy 13th Anniversary! 

O Sacred Heart of Jesus, we place all our trust in 
You.  Amen. 

Yours in Christ, 
 
 
 

Very Reverend Jeffrey L. Bame 
Rector & Parish Administrator 
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