
Gullibility / Stories from the Trail

I learned yesterday while standing in the supermarket line that Prince Charles has
abdicated in favor of his son, William, and that Camilla is infuriated by Kate’s gloating.

I’ve been watching the news closely for details since learning this but - amazingly -
there has been no mention of it at all.  Can you imagine?  Something as astounding as
this just being ignored by the mainstream media??

Of course, Prince Charles isn’t king yet so he doesn’t have anything to renounce.  But
still.  And a good cat fight in the royal family?   Wouldn’t you just love to see that? 

As I pondered this whole royal family thing I started thinking about what makes this stuff
so irresistible.  Apparently it is just human nature to never let the facts get in the way of
a good story.

I mean, look at the historical record: As educated and wise a man as Thomas Jefferson
believed in his very soul that the geography of that part of the North American continent
we hadn’t yet explored in 1803 (west of the Mississippi River), was the mirror image of
the eastern half.  He therefore confidently informed Captains Meriwether Lewis and
William Clark that they would encounter Appalachian-sized mountains before
descending easily to the Pacific Ocean.  He was just a little fuzzy on exactly how far
that was.  He also warned the Captains to be on the look-out for surviving mastodons
which were surely roaming the West, mountains made entirely out of salt, and - one of
my favorites - Indians of Welsh descent.  The men actually found a few Natives they
nominated as these unlikely people, based more on language than on appearance, but
had more important things on their minds than promoting this dubious idea.

The biggest whopper of all was the concept of a Northwest Passage to the Pacific
Ocean, a concept which was so widely accepted that their mission was merely to find it. 
The fact that it was there was never questioned.  Oops!

The Corps of Discovery was basically sent West to fill in the blanks on the map. 
Jefferson was taking a risk that his and the entire World’s pre-conceived ideas about
what they would find might be dashed.  As indeed they were.  But if ever there was an
inquiring mind, it was Jefferson’s, and besides, the things they DID find out on their
magnificent 28-month journey were so much more exciting than what they dis-proved,
that all was forgiven.

I wonder, is it simply the unknown which captivates us, or does it have to be, like the
supermarket tabloids, obsessed with royals, celebrities or salacious political scandals? 
The 19th century had plenty of those too - including a few about Jefferson himself - so
they aren’t exactly new.



Gullibility isn’t peculiarly American I suppose, but it is nevertheless embarrassing.  Look
at Washington.  I mean, how many times are we going elect and re-elect self-serving
individuals to represent us who clearly have no interest in, well, representing us?  But
I’m violating one of my personal and company policies here (no politics unless it is at
least 100 years old, and even then, BE CAREFUL!).  Moving right along....

What is the historical lesson here?  Is there one?  Do we ever learn?  Harry Truman
once said that the only thing new in the world is the history you don't know.  I suppose
that applies to gossip as well.  We seem to crave it.  And the more outlandish, the
better.

I’m just sayin’.


