
Ontario Baseball Association 

Office of the Commissioner 

 

– FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE –  

February 2, 2022 

On Sunday January 30th, the Select Division for Baseball Ontario held   its Annual 
Rules Approval Meeting. 13 proposals were considered and 12 rule changes were 
passed, coming into effect for the 2022 season. Rule changes are listed below: 

 

APPROVED RULE CHANGES   

SC2022-1 Housekeeping 

Throughout the Select Playing Rules, delete all references to 21U and 
replace with 22U 

 

EOSBA-1 (SP2) Eligibility 

 Add a new SP2 e) and re-letter 

e) At all ages, a maximum of 3 call-ups from the same local association’s 
house league will be eligible to play and not pitch. These call-ups are 
eligible for sanctioned tournaments only, not provincial 
championships. 

 

SC2022-02 (SP3) Team Roster 

 Add a new d) and re-letter 

d) All roster submissions must designate whether the team is Dedicated 
Select (DS) or House League Select (HS) 

 

EOSBA-2 (SP5.2) Arm Care – Housekeeping 

 Delete the note under   SP5.2 c) and replace with the following: 

 *Please see SP5.2 (m) for 9U Pitching Requirements 

 

SC2022-04 (SP8) General 

 Delete w) and re-letter the remainder as necessary  



SC2022-05 (SP8) General 

 Delete h) and i) and replace with the following as e) and re-letter accordingly 

e) Barring extenuating circumstances, if 1 team is not able to field a team of at least 9 players within 15 
minutes of the scheduled starting time for such game (or have fewer than 9 players at any point during the 
game), the game will be forfeited to the other team and a 7-0 score will be recorded. Under extenuating 
circumstances, the offending team may appeal to the OBA Select Division On-Site Convenor. The OBA 
Select Division On-Site Convenors decision will be final. 

 

 
SC2022-05 (SP8) General 

 Delete SP8 GENERAL and replace with: 

SP8.1 EQUIPMENT: 
to include the following from SP8 General with respect to the previous 2 amendments 
b, c, d, p, q, r, s, t  

a. All players and coaches will be dressing in a baseball team uniform as issued by their home association; 
minimum coach’s uniform being long pants, and association issued golf shirt or t-shirt with a number 
and a cap (Association logo or name must be identifiable). No sandals are permitted on the diamond. 

b. Metal cleats will be allowed from 15U-22U levels only. 
c. 18U & 22U levels will use wood or wood composite bats only. In 15U minus 5 aluminum bats are 

allowed. Bat Barrels are limited to 2¾ inches. No other restrictions are in effect. 
d. All catchers are required to wear a mask with throat protector, helmet, chest protector, shin guards, a 

cup and cup-type protector during the game and warm-ups in all divisions. In 9U the use of a catcher’s 
mitt is optional. 

e. Coaches or players warming up pitchers either on the field between innings or in the ‘bull pen’ must 
wear a protective mask. 

f. It is mandatory that all players wear a protective athletic support. 
g. The batter shall wear a prescribed protective helmet with ear flaps covering both ears while on deck, at 

bat, or running the bases. The helmet may not be removed until the batter is retired, has crossed home 
plate and left the field of play or the half inning has been completed. Should the batter/runner remove 
the helmet before leaving the field while the ball is in play, they will be declared out. In 9U, 11U, 13U 
helmet straps are mandatory unless there is a manufacturer’s installed face guard (C-Flap) worn as 
designed by the manufacturer. 

h. At 15U – 22U levels, batting helmet chin straps are optional. 

SP8.2 GENERAL: 
to include the following from SP8 General with respect to the previous 2 amendments 
a, e, f, g, h, I, j, k, l, m, n, o, u, v, w, x, y 

a. At the beginning of each game, the home and visiting team designation will be decided by a coin toss. 
The team coming the greater distance will make the call. 

b. Barring extenuating circumstances, if 1 team is not able to field a team of at least 9 players within 15 
minutes of the scheduled starting time for such game (or have fewer than 9 players at any point during 
the game), the game will be forfeited to the other team and a 7-0 score will be recorded. Under 
extenuating circumstances, the offending team may appeal to the OBA Select Division On-Site Convenor. 
The OBA Select Division On-Site Convenors decision will be final. 



c. No smoking or use of tobacco products, alcohol, or non-prescription drug is permitted on the playing 
field, in the dugouts, or in the immediate vicinity of the dugouts (this applies to coaches, players & 
umpires). City smoking bylaws must be obeyed. 

i. Players, coaches & umpires in uniform must refrain from using any tobacco products 
during all games. 

ii. Players, coaches & umpires in uniform must not be under the influence of alcohol or drugs 
other than over the counter or doctor prescribed medications. 

iii. PENALTY for (a) and (b) will be immediate ejection for players or coaches and may result 
in loss of accreditation for umpires. 

d. Protests: Any protest once a game has started, that requires the Convenor’s intervention, will be settled 
on the field at the time the problem occurs. There will be a protest fee of $75.00, paid in cash, to be 
lodged with the OBA Select Division On-Site Convenor before the protest may be heard. This fee will be 
returned if the protest is upheld. Judgement calls by the umpires cannot be protested. Game delays due 
to protests do not invalidate the curfew rule (the clock keeps ticking). 

e. The OBA Select Division On-Site Convenor has the ultimate authority relating to any matter that requires 
a ruling or clarification. 

f. Ejections: Each manager and head coach is responsible for the behaviour of all players, coaches, and 
spectators with their team. Should all present, roster listed coaches be ejected, the game will be 
forfeited (if this occurs, refer to rule SP8.8) 

g. In the event a player or coach is ejected from a game, the individual must leave the diamond and no 
longer be involved in that game. The player, coach, or manager ejected from the game is suspended for 
the next scheduled game of consequence. 

h. The OBA Select Division On-Site Convenor will review all ejections for possible additional suspensions. 
If any additional discipline is required, the player/coach will be notified prior to the completion of the 
team's next scheduled game.  However, it is the responsibility of the head coach to find out about the 
possible increased suspensions of any suspended coaches or players. 

i. The umpire of the game where an ejection occurs, shall report verbally to the convenor immediately 
after the game ends (or is suspended) and files an ejection report with the OBA Select Division On-Site 
Convenor of the tournament within 2 days (or the umpire is suspended). 

j. The OBA Select Division On-Site Convenor reserves the right to alter and/or revise any start times 
necessary to ensure completion of the games. 

k. No infield warm-up will be allowed. All pre-game warm-ups may take place on the outfield grass (if 
available) or at other safe and appropriate locations. 

l. Substitutions are only allowed at the end of an inning except for an injured player or pitching change. 
Substitution for a player to warm up to pitch and be re-inserted in the same inning is not allowed. 

m. Teams should be given a minimum of 30 minutes from the time of completion of the last game that they 
players until the star of their next game. If a team must travel from another location, appropriate travel 
time shall be added to the required game interval. Teams must be given 60 minutes between their 
2nd and 3rd games in one day. Teams have the option to waive or reduce rest time. 

n. Diamond Layout 

DIVISION BASE DISTANCE PITCHING DISTANCE 

9U 65' 44' 

11U 65 44' 

13U 75' 50' 

15U 90' 60'6" (mound required) 

18U & Up 90' 60'6" (mound required) 



o. OBA Select Division, hosting Baseball Associations and the host cities will not accept responsibility for 
accidents, injuries or loss during this tournament. 

p. Bat boys / girls are nor permitted. 
q. Umpires must be OBA certified and in good standing. If any umpire used in a tournament is found not 

to be registered with the OBA and games are played using the umpire, results will stand but the host 
will be fined $250.00 per incident and may be refused to host any tournaments the following year. 

 

SC2022-07 (SP5.2) Arm Care 

 Add c) ** to rest required and please note 

9U* 11U 13U 15U 18U 22U 
REST  

REQUIRED** 

1‐20 1‐25 1‐30 1‐35 1‐40 1‐45 None 

20‐35 26‐40 31‐45 36‐50 41‐55 46‐60 1 Day 

36‐50 41‐55 46‐60 51‐65 56‐70 61‐75 2 Days 

N/A 56‐65 61‐75 66‐80 71‐85 76‐90 3 Days 

N/A 66‐75 76‐85 81‐95 86‐105 91‐115 4 Days 

50 75 85 95 105 115 Daily Max 

*Please see SP5.2 m) for 9U pitching requirements. 
**Please see SP5.2h) for multiple games in any two consecutive days 

 

SC2022-08 (SP.5.2) Arm Care 

 Add new SP5.2 m)a) as follows and re-letter 

a) Players ages 8 and under are note permitted to pitch in any circumstance 

 

SC2022-09 (SP.5.2) Arm Care 

 Delete SP5.2 n) and replace with the following and re-letter 

n) Penalty: For violation of any Arm Care rules as prescribed in SP5.2 c) to m):  



i. the Manager is ejected and the game is immediately forfeited. The Manager shall receive a one 
game automatic suspension. If, however, the Official Pitch Counter does not make the Manager 
aware of the violation, the game shall not be forfeited but the Manager will still be ejected and 
suspended. 

ii. If a pitcher throws during their mandatory days rest period in violation of SP5.2 c), the pitcher’s 
maximum days rest period will reset to the maximum rest period of 4 days from the date of the 
appearance constituting the violation.  

iii. In the event that a player pitches on a required rest day and the violation is not caught until 
after the game, the player shall be required to rest 4 complete days from the day he/she last 
pitched and the Manager will receive an automatic two‐game suspension to be served at the 
next scheduled game of consequence. 

iv. In any case, if the arm care violation is not caught until after the game, the game will not be 
retroactively forfeited.  

 

SC2022-10 (SP.5.2) Arm Care 

 Delete SP5.2 r) and replace with: 

r) For all games, except tournament play, the home team shall designate an official pitch counter for their 
team who shall be responsible for tracking the pitches of both teams. 

 

SC2022-11 (SP.5.2) Arm Care 

 Delete SP5.2 v) and replace with the following and re-letter: 

v) For all games, except tournament play, the Manager (or designate) shall record the number of pitches 
thrown for each of their team’s players within 24 hours (or 1 hour before the start of the next game, 
whichever is earlier) of the game’s start time using the OBA Pitch Count Tracker.  

w) During tournament play, pitch counts must be entered within 1 hour following the end of its game (or 
before the start of the next game, whichever is earlier) by the home team Manager (or designate) 

 

 



 


