
 

 

Starting the 
Game

• starting 
pitcher to 
receive up to 8 
warm up 
pitches

• when players 
are in position, 
umpire to call 
"Play"

Conducting
Pre-Game 
Meeting

• receive lineup 
cards (home 
team first)

• inspect lineup 
cards and have 
obvious errors 
corrected

• discuss any 
time limits, 
mercy rules, 
or other rules 
specific to the 
league/age 
group

• home team 
manager to 
give park 
ground rules

Entering 
the field

• 5 minutes 
before game 
time

• proceeed to 
home plate

Inspecting  
baseballs

• be sure 
baseballs are 
available from 
home team

• inspect that 
baseballs have 
been properly 
rubbed to 
remove gloss 
(may be done 
by anyone 
designated by 
home team)

• NEW FOR 
2022 (Baseball 
Ontario) -
saliva is not to 
be used in 
preparing 
baseballs 

Arriving at 
field

• at least 30 
minutes 
before game 
time

• be sure home 
team knows 
you are there

• familiarize 
yourself with 
the field

• meet your 
partner(s) and 
review your 
crew signals 
and rotations

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pre-Game Meeting Positions and Discussion Points: 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Game Preliminaries 

The home team determines when or whether a game shall start, except in 

the case the second game of a doubleheader. After the plate umpire 

receives the home team’s lineup card, he/she is in charge of the field and 

makes all decisions regarding called, suspended, or resumed games. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prior to the game, umpires are responsible for:  

4.01(c)(d)(e), 4.03 (a-e) 

Base Umpire 

Plate Umpire 

Manager 

or Coach 
Manager 

or Coach 

DO: 

 Introduce yourself and learn manager’s names 

 Shake hands (when COVID protocols allow) 

 Exchange lineup cards and discuss above items 

 Maintain a pleasant, respectful tone 

DON’T: 

 Issue threats or warnings 

 Use an aggressive or arrogant tone 

 Discuss rules or strike zone 

 Discuss previous games or other umpires 


