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Economic Forum highlights the importance of the bi-national relationship and encourages collaboration across borders through robust discussions on issues relevant to the region.

SEATTLE, WA- The Pacific NorthWest Economic Region (PNWER) hosts their 2019 Economic Leadership Forum in Seattle, Washington this week, November 17-19. Delegates from the ten PNWER jurisdictions of the Pacific Northwest and Western Canada convened today at the Grand Hyatt Hotel in downtown Seattle for the three-day conference to hear from subject matter experts and address key bi-national policy issues, build relationships, and strengthen collaboration across borders. 

Washington State Representative Gael Tarleton, Vice President of PNWER and chair of the Seattle Host Committee said, “This is an exciting opportunity for us to showcase the best of what is happening here in Seattle and Washington State, and how significant our innovative economy is to the rest of the Pacific Northwest.”

Forum highlights include: A keynote by former Governor Chris Gregoire on the Cascadia Innovation Corridor; a discussion with B.C. Minister Katrine Conroy and bi-national policymakers on the ongoing negotiations of the Columbia River Treaty; a panel of regional experts talking about the most recent trade data and perspectives on the impact of tariffs, USMCA, and the ongoing trade wars; a high-level discussion with companies at the forefront of the emerging space cluster in the Pacific Northwest; a Working Waterfront and Maritime Innovation Tour around Elliot Bay; and a panel discussion on the economic impact and potential of 5G networks and Smart Cities. 

PNWER CEO Matt Morrison said, “This is an important gathering of key players from five states, three provinces, and two Canadian territories looking at some of the cutting edge technologies in Seattle. These range from space to AI, machine learning, smart cities and 5G networks, and new drone technologies. It is fitting that the final event will be hosted in the Amazon Spheres on Tuesday.”

Over the course of its three days, the Forum will host several sessions highlighting the region’s innovative economy. The Pacific Northwest region is an emerging commercial space industry cluster. Host to several large and small companies, the region stands to benefit economically as this cluster continues to expand. Space as a sector has many commercial applications that are only starting to materialize. Monday’s lunch panel will showcase diverse leading companies in the region and explore how this high-tech cluster can foster spinoff growth in other sectors across the region.
 
The U.S. and Canada have the largest trading relationship in the world. In the Pacific Northwest, this trading partnership is particularly important. U.S.-Canada two-way trade is valued at over $541 billion USD ($630 billion CAD) annually, according to 2017 numbers. The Pacific Northwest accounts for about $22.6 billion USD ($29 billion CAD) of this two-way trade. Tuesday’s session will highlight the importance of the new NAFTA, and the impact of Chinese tariffs on Washington State.
 
On Tuesday, delegates will also explore Elliott Bay through a boat tour with key industry and government leaders from the port, Washington state ferries, Victoria Clipper and cruise lines, shipping partners, US Coast Guard, and other stakeholders about the significant economic impact of our maritime industry. 
 
Montana State Senator Mike Cuffe, current PNWER President, invited all present to continue the vital discussions and build on the strong ties and bi-national relationships at the next PNWER Annual Summit which will be held in Big Sky, Montana, July 19-23, 2020. “We look forward to hosting PNWER delegates in our great state of Montana. We recognize the importance of a strong economy and the need for friendly and fair commerce between our two nations. At the Big Sky meeting, we will remain focused on the value of friendly trade relations and what it means to our small towns as well as large industries.”, said Senator Cuffe.

For more information on the Forum, visit: www.pnwer.org/2019pnwerforum

ABOUT PNWER
The Pacific NorthWest Economic Region (PNWER) is a public/private non-profit organization created by statute in 1991. Member jurisdictions include Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, Montana and Washington, and the Canadian provinces and territories of British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, the Northwest Territories and Yukon. PNWER's mission is to increase the economic well-being and quality of life for all citizens of the region; identify and promote "models of success; and serve as a conduit to exchange information.
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