
ELKHORN AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

REOPENING OUR SCHOOLS
A GUIDE FOR THE 2020-21 SCHOOL YEAR

The Elkhorn Area School District (EASD) is preparing for a traditional, in-class return on September 8, 2020. Health conditions within our community as well as
local or state directives may require us to change or modify our initial plans, so flexibility and understanding will be needed as we navigate these
unprecedented times. Three different instructional models have been planned for students. Depending on the level of COVID-19 present in our community
the district may move to hybrid or remote learning, but our goal will be traditional, in-class learning with mitigation strategies. Families who do not want to
return to traditional in-class learning may request to join our Options Virtual School (grades 4K-12) or our Career and College Academy (grades 9-12). As we
navigate through these ever-changing times, we are very appreciative of the patience and support of our students, staff, and families.

OUR PRIORITIES

FLEXIBILITY
EASD families can choose an alternative instructional model for the 2020-21 school year for their students if they do not want to participate in the traditional
programming model. EASD will conduct face to face school operations when no to moderate community transmision exists. EASD will transition to Hybrid
Learning in grades 6-12 when there is substantial controlled community transmission. EASD will activate remote learning for all students when substantial
uncontrolled transmission exists in the community.  These levels of transmission will be determined in cooperation with local health officials.

WELLBEING
The Social and Emotional wellbeing of our students is as important as their academic learning. Our counselors, social workers, and guidance staff will be
prepared and available to help our students and their families. EASD will pay special attention to the emotional health of our students and build their
resiliency as we continue to deal with COVID and its effect on our community and families.

HEALTH
We Need Your Help. EASD asks all families to screen their student(s) each morning. A key to a successful school-year will be keeping students out of school if
they may be ill. Have a plan in place for your student to stay home if they have a temperature or show COVID related symptoms before school starts. EASD
will be streaming grade 6-12 classes live each day. Elementary lessons will also be made available online for those who cannot attend in person, so your
student can “go to” school even if they are at home. Students who come to school with symptoms, or who develop COVID symptoms at school will be sent
home and required to follow a return to school protocol in accordance to their symptoms and current health department guidance. 

The school district will follow the statewide mask mandate while it is in effect, requiring masks on all persons over
the age of five when indoors.  EASD will make every effort to promote health practices and protocols. Physical distancing will be
implemented as possible. Face coverings and/or shields will be encouraged to be worn indoors. When social distancing is not possible, face
coverings and/or shields may be required in certain areas and classrooms in grades 6-12. EASD asks that families and students support safety
structures at school to continue to make in-person learning possible. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/cloth-face-cover.html
https://www.aarp.org/health/healthy-living/info-2020/shields-compared-to-masks.html


INSTRUCTIONAL MODELS

TRADITIONAL CLASSROOM (K-12)
Students will return to the classroom five days a week for face-to-face instruction. Safety precautions will be implemented to limit the spread and
exposure of COVID-19. Daily schedules may be modified as necessary with start and end of day bell times remaining the same. Live streaming will be
available in grades 6-12 to ensure students are learning if/when students are unable to attend face-to-face lessons. Students in 4K will remain a five day
per week , half-day program.

HYBRID LEARNING (6-12)
The hybrid model will be implemented in the event the district needs to reduce the number of students in building on a given day in grades 6-12
while providing in-person opportunities for teaching and learning. Middle School and High School students will learn in person two days per week
and learn remotely from home three days per week. When this model is implemented, it will allow the district flexibility to increase distancing while
prioritizing traditional classroom learning. Elementary (K-5) students will not transition to a hybrid model, other strategies will be implemented. 4K
instruction may vary based on 4K Center policies and protocols.

REMOTE LEARNING (K-12)
In the event of exposure to a positive COVID case, or county or state mandates closures, students will learn remotely. Transition to Remote Learning
may be building-specific or district-wide. Students in grades K-12 will use their EASD-provided Chromebooks to access their lessons online. EASD
Tech Support is available for Chromebook repairs and can help address internet access issues. Families are asked to prepare for short-term building
closures without significant notice throughout the school year. 4K instruction may vary based on 4K Center policies and protocols.

OPTIONS VIRTUAL CHARTER SCHOOL
VIRTUAL AND BLENDED LEARNING
Student curriculum is selected with the oversight of a Teacher on Record from Options Virtual Charter School. A parent or guardian supervises the
instruction daily at home and families communicate with the Teacher on Record via email, phone, conferences, and/or text messages. Instruction and
student support is delivered in a variety of ways and personalized for students in grades 4K-12 based on their interests and needs.

Families interested in enrolling in Options Virtual Charter School should call 262-723-1696 to set up an enrollment meeting. If a student joins Options
and then chooses to return to brick-and-mortar trimester entry dates are preferred for continuity of curriculum.

CAREER & COLLEGE ACADEMY @ GATEWAY
Formerly WCEC Alternative High School. Career & College Academy is an early college experience for students in grades 9-12. CCA gives students the
opportunity to start taking college courses in high school and get hands-on work experiences. CCA follows a six-weeks on/two-weeks off academic
calendar and is located on the Gateway Technical College, Elkhorn campus. 

Families interested in enrolling in CCA should call 262-564-2970 to set up an enrollment meeting. 

Elkhorn Area School District has planned for three instructional model scenarios for our traditional brick and mortar schools. We have two
alternative educational models to offer families not wanting to participate in our traditional model. We intend to start the 2020-21 school year
with full time, in-person learning for all brick and mortar students. 

Families have the option of enrolling in either Options Virtual Charter School (4K-12) or Career & College Academy (9-12) if they prefer blended or
virtual instruction over traditional classroom learning and wish to act independently of potential movement between the above-listed models.



TEMPERATURE CHECKS
Entering the school building is not the first contact for many students. A student’s first contact may be at the bus stop, early morning activities,
carpools, before school daycare, parking lots, etc., therefore families are asked to check their student's temperature each morning before sending
them to school. Families should keep their students home if they have a fever of 100.4° or higher. Temperature checks will not be
conducted at school unless a student shows other signs of illness. Self-check stations will be available in all buildings.

STUDENT MOVEMENT
Elementary students will remain in homeroom classes throughout the majority of the school day, traveling for specials. If needed, specials will also
be moved into the classroom. Recess will be staggered and students will play in grade-level cohorts. Students in grades 6-12 will utilize structured
travel patterns (one-way hallways) to help maintain social distancing. Individual buildings will utilize additional entrances and exits to help prevent
the congregation of students. 

CLEANING PROTOCOLS
Per CDC guidelines, EASD has increased daily and weekly cleaning protocols in preparation for the return to the classroom. Increased cleaning in
communal areas and classrooms, as well as focus on high touchpoints in each building will continue throughout the school year. In the event of a
positive COVID case in building, the school will work with the health department to take appropriate measures. This may result in closing parts or
all of the building for cleaning.

TRANSPORTATION
Durham School Services drivers will undergo daily health checks for temperature and symptoms. Buses will be disinfected twice per day and
touchpoints will be wiped down between routes. Drivers will be provided with anti-bacterial cleaning supplies and will be required to wear a face-
covering when students are on the bus. Student face coverings are not required but are encouraged. Students will have assigned seats on the bus.

FOOD SERVICE
EASD will eliminate self-service and grab-n-go meal options from cafeterias, where applicable. Each school will spread out and stagger their lunch
hours to limit the number of students in the cafeteria at any given time and help promote social distancing. At the elementary level, students will
rotate between eating in the cafeteria and their classroom. 

WHEN TO STAY HOME
When we return to the classroom it is important we all work together to keep each other safe and healthy. If your student: Has a fever of over
100.4°; Has vomited within the past 24 hours; Has a runny nose with yellow/green discharge; Has a persistent cough; Has diarrhea; Has a rash
with itching or fever; Has any other symptoms associated with COVID-19, STAY HOME. If your student is experiencing COVID symptoms with no
known contact or exposure, please remain home for at least three days. Your student may return to school after symptoms have improved and they
have been fever-free for at least 24 hours without fever-reducing medications.

DAY-TO-DAY

FACE COVERINGS
The school district will follow the statewide mask mandate while it is in effect, requiring masks on all persons over the
age of five when indoors. Students will be encouraged to wear face coverings and/or shields indoors. When social distancing is not possible
face coverings and/or shields may be required in certain areas and classrooms in grades 6-12. There may be certain staff members who are
considered in the vulnerable population, or situations where working in close proximity is required. In these circumstances face coverings and/or
shields may be required. Students who cannot wear a face covering and/or shield for health or other reasons in accordance with CDC guidelines
will be accomodated. 



HIGH SCHOOL
Arrival/Dismissal: EAHS will use all three entrances/exits and structured travel patterns to prevent the congregating of students. Movement
Within Building: EAHS will use structured travel patterns (one-way hallways) to minimize the number of students in hallways. Students will have
access to lockers before and after school and at lunch only. Lunch: EAHS will split the student body in half and utilize all space available. Students
expected to remain in their chosen seats. Classroom Instruction: EAHS will utilize assigned seating in all classroom settings to maintain cohorts and
enable contact tracing if necessary. Curriculum: All EAHS staff will use the Google Classroom and live streaming if/when students are unable to attend
face-to-face instruction. All classes feasible will be streamed online for synchronous viewing. Co-Curricular Activities: EAHS will resume athletics and
activities in accordance with EASD brick-and-mortar protocols and WIAA and conference mandates.

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Arrival/Dismissal: EAMS will use all three entrances/exits and structure travel patterns to prevent the congregating of students. Movement
Within Building: EAMS will use structured travel patterns to minimize the number of students in hallways (lockers). Lunch: Grade levels will be split
in half and the entire lunchroom, stage area, and gymnasium will be utilized to physically distance students. Seating will be assigned to maintain cohorts
and enable contact tracing if necessary. Classroom Instruction: Assigned seating will be used in all classroom settings to maintain cohorts and
enable contact tracing if necessary. Curriculum: All EAMS staff will use the Google Classroom platform to streamline the process if/when students are
unable to attend face-to-face instruction. All classes feasible will be streamed online for synchronous viewing. Co-Curricular Activities: EAMS will
resume athletics and activities in accordance with EASD brick-and-mortar protocols and our general athletics guidelines.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
Arrival/Dismissal: Staggered entrance and departure plan to move students, utilizing all exits feasible. Smaller groups of students moving to/from
their classrooms.  Classroom Layout: Student will be spread kids out as much as possible to achieve 3-4 feet social distance. Classroom
Switches: Students will remain in homeroom classes; teachers in grades 3-5 will rotate. Students will attend specials and if necessary, specials will be
held in the classroom. Lunch: Kindergarten in the cafeteria; other grades will rotate between the cafeteria and classroom. Recess: Students will play
with grade-level cohorts, with staggered schedules and playground locations. Instruction: New procedures will be taught incorporating Social-
Emotional-Learning lessons into lesson plans. There will be an emphasis on modeling and utilizing technology to prepare students for potential remote
learning days. If/when students are unable to attend face-to-face instruction, daily learning plans with video lessons will be provided by the classroom
teacher.

OPTIONS VIRTUAL CHARTER SCHOOL
Options Virtual Charter School will follow all EASD brick-and-mortar protocols when students and adults are on site. This includes community activities
field trips, service activities, etc. Families enrolling in Options should schedule an appointment with Trisha Spende or Sara Stone to determine if the
enrollment of the student is short term or long term. Short term accommodations will be referred to the building principal of the student’s attendance. If
a student joins Options and then chooses to return to brick-and-mortar trimester entry dates are preferred for continuity of curriculum.

BUILDING-BY-BUILDING

COLLEGE & CAREER ACADEMY @ GATEWAY
Formerly WCEC Alternative High School. There will be three sessions of instruction instead of two to limit the number of students in-building and to allow
students to attend their Gateway Technical College courses. The summer session will be abbreviated and begin the first week of August, the traditional
"six-weeks-on and two-weeks-off" schedule will begin in September. Aligning with Gateway Technical College all students and staff will wear
masks at all times while on campus. Students will remain static in each classroom and staff will travel between classes to minimize the number
of people in the hallway at one time. 



KEEP YOUR STUDENT HOME IF THEY ARE SICK
They have a fever of 100.4° or higher
They are vomiting or have vomited within the past 24 hours
They have a runny nose with yellow/green discharge
They have a persistent cough
They have diarrhea (or have had diarrhea in the past 24 hours)
They have a rash like impetigo, ringworm, or a body rash with itching or a fever
They have an eye infection
They have a sore throat
They have any other common symptoms of COVID-19

If your student is showing any of the following symptoms, please keep them home.

If your student is experiencing COVID symptoms with no known contact or exposure, please remain home for at least three
days. Your student may return to school after symptoms have improved and they have been fever-free for at least 24 hours
without fever-reducing medications.

LET US KNOW IF YOU HAVE TECHNOLOGY NEEDS
Is your student's Chromebook in good working order? Do you have access to the internet at home? Call your school office or
submit a Tech Support Request online at tinyurl.com/EASD-tech. In the event that we transition to Hybrid or Remote
Learning, a central Tech Support phone line will be established.

ARRANGE FOR ALTERNATE CHILDCARE
We may need to move between instructional models quickly, with very little notice. Have a plan in place for childcare should
we need to transition to Hybrid or Remote Learning and a parent/guardian can't be at home.

WHAT FAMILIES CAN DO TO HELP

REACH OUT IF YOUR STUDENT IS STRUGGLING
The social and emotional wellbeing of our students is as important as their academic learning. Our counselors, guidance staff,
and social workers will be prepared and available to help our students and their families.


