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Contact:  Tammy Dunn
262-374-4474
tammy@unitedwaywalworth.org


Elkhorn, WI – July 2, 2020 – 2020 has been challenging for individuals and families, and more than ever we are seeing food insecurity, loss of income and housing, declining health, rising substance abuse, violence and unrest.  We are also seeing the strain on the agencies who fight for all residents of Walworth County to enjoy a quality lifestyle with good health, companionship, education and financial stability.  Which is why the United Way of Walworth County has announced that $148,750.00, the largest amount to be issued at one time in the history of the organization, will be awarded to over 40 agencies at a special check presentation on Friday, July 10th at 9 am.

The United Way of Walworth County raises money year-round to disperse among the supported agencies.  Grant requests are submitted by agencies which align with United Way’s three building blocks for better communities.  A Community Impact Committee comprised of professionals representing each of those building blocks reviews each application and makes a recommendation which is then approved by the Finance Committee and Board of Directors.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“Typically, we award 50% in July and 50% in January of the following year,” said Executive Director Tammy Dunn, “but with COVID-19, the Board of Directors agreed that we needed to change that percentage for many of the agencies hit hardest by the pandemic to 75% up front.”  “These leaders work hard day in and out for everyone’s well-being and the overall well-being of Walworth County,” Dunn continued, “and to be able to support them is a great honor.”

98% of all donations to the United Way of Walworth County remain in the county.  The 2% paid in dues to United Way Worldwide brings programs like FamilyWize, Call 2-1-1, Emergency Food and Shelter funding and national corporate donations.  “What we get back far exceeds what we pay in,” Dunn said.

Testimonial:
How has the United Way of Walworth County helped your agency?
United Way of Walworth County has provided critical funding for us to purchase food for distribution. We are so grateful for this support, particularly at times when we were under extraordinary pressure to fund other major needs just to keep the pantry open (like freezers and coolers and electric bills!). It is likely the food pantry, now serving other pantries and the diaper bank would not be in existence today if it were not for the support and encouragement of United Way of Walworth County. 
-Susan Hughes, Managing Director, Walworth County Food and Diaper Bank




[bookmark: _Hlk26796567]The United Way of Walworth County fights for good health, a quality education and financial stability for every resident.  Contributions are distributed to over 40 charitable agencies providing a unique way to maximize a single donation.  The United Way of Walworth County also focuses on strengthening agencies through collaboration, county-wide volunteerism, the FamilyWize prescription discount program and the 2-1-1 emergency helpline and resource directory for Walworth County.  More information can be found at unitedwaywalworth.org.  ###
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