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The Administration Speaks on Tax Reform
(but Still without Details) 
By Tom L. Kelly, Kenneth S. Wear and Christine M. Green, Clark Hill, PLC

On April 26th, President Trump released his long awaited 
proposal for individual and corporate tax reform. Though 
robust in promise, details were lacking, with a single, bul-
leted sheet delivered to the public (a deeper dive coming 
in June). Highlights included: reducing 7 personal income 
tax brackets into 3, doubling the standard deduction, tax 
relief for families with child and dependent care expenses, 
a 15% business tax rate (down from 35%), and a one-time 
tax on “trillions of dollars held overseas”.  Read More>>

SMC Lobbies for a 1-Year 
Delay of the Health 
Insurance Tax (HIT)
SMC lobbied along with other or-
ganizations in a coalition to delay 
the HIT. The HIT falls directly on 
the small business community 
in the fully-insured marketplace 
where nearly all small businesses 
and the self-employed purchase 
coverage. It is simply a pass-
through for insurers to the prices 
that consumers pay.  The cost of 
family premiums would increase 
by as much as $500 a year. To 
read the letter, click here. 

Overview of SMC’s 2017 State Agenda
Twenty-seven of your SMC colleagues boarded a bus on 
May 8 at 7:00 AM and headed to Harrisburg for a day of 
grassroots lobbying. By the end of the day, SMC’s four teams  
visited over 20 lawmakers’ offices to discuss the top con-
cerns of small businesses and dropped off SMC’s 2017 State 
Position Papers at several dozen additional offices to spread 
the word. It is democracy in action. The Government Rela-
tions committee discussed and refined the agenda over the 
past several months. You can read a brief overview 
of the agenda here . Read More>>

Contract Issues for Small Business
Owners – Starting with Indemnification
By Delia Bouwers Bianchin, The Lynch Law Group

In the “Good Ol’ Days” it used to be that a 
handshake was all that was needed to con-
duct business.  Today’s environment, however, 
makes that difficult – if not impossible. Con-
tracts have become more and more complex.  
Even so-called basic terms and conditions 
contain provisions that are often counter intui-
tive and which create liability that you may not 
have anticipated. Read More>>
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Problem Federal Regulations 
Marilyn Landis, President & CEO, Basic Business Concepts, 
Inc., member of the National Regulatory Fairness Board, 
is in a position to act on members’ problem regulations. 
Please identify any federal regulations that are negatively 
impacting your ability to do business and forward the 
following information to mlandis@basicbusiness.biz.
• What specific regulation(s) are issues for your business?
• What kind of impact are they having on your business?
• What is your request/solution? 
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