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Bible Study Question for Mark 14                                           
Triumph/Pastor Giles
Meeting ID: 859 2833 0234
Passcode: 632857
Memory verse: 
Mark 14:24 “This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many,” He said to them.
Read the corresponding verses in the section first, before answering the questions.
Mark 14 is the longest chapter in Mark’s Gospel and the most emotionally charged. It is coordinated into seven sections. Its contents include the night where loyalty and betrayal collide, love and treachery intertwine, weakness and willingness wrestle, and prophecy and reality converge. 
Three overarching questions surround this chapter are:
· Why did the disciples (and followers) fail Jesus?
· What does Jesus’ faithfulness reveal about God? 
· What must it change in us?”
Mark 14:1-11   The Alabaster jar
As Passover approaches and the chief priests plot secretly to kill Jesus, a woman commonly identified as Mary breaks an alabaster jar of expensive nard worth a year's wages and pours it on Jesus' head in the home of Simon the Leper. The disciples call it waste; Jesus calls it a beautiful thing, a preparation for His burial, and promises that her act will be remembered wherever the gospel is preached. In the same breath, Judas Iscariot slips away to the chief priests and offers to betray Jesus for money setting costly worship and calculated betrayal side by side in a single household.
Discussion Questions 
1. What does Mary’s sacrifice teach us about the costliness of true worship?
2. Why do you think Jesus defended her act so strongly?
3. How does Judas’ betrayal warn us about the danger of hidden motives?
4. What “alabaster jars” might God be calling you to break in devotion?
5. How does proximity to Jesus differ from intimacy with Jesus?
6. Why is sacrificial worship often misunderstood by others?
7. What does this scene reveal about Jesus’ awareness of His approaching death?
8. How can believers cultivate a “fragrance of Christ” in daily discipleship?
Mark 14:12–26       The Last Supper 
On the first day of Unleavened Bread, Jesus sends two disciples to prepare the Passover meal in an upper room, following a man carrying a water jar exactly as He described. At the table, He announces that one of the Twelve will betray Him, then takes bread and wine and institutes the Lord's Supper: "This is my body... This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many." He promises not to drink of the vine again until the kingdom of God comes, and after singing a hymn, they go out to the Mount of Olives. The Passover is transformed into the communion covenant meal of the Church.
Discussion Questions
1. Why is it significant that Jesus knew the details of the Passover preparation?
2. What does the Lord’s Supper reveal about Jesus’ identity as the Lamb of God?
3. How does betrayal at the table highlight the depth of Jesus’ love?
4. Why is remembering Christ’s sacrifice essential for discipleship?
5. What does singing a hymn before suffering teach us about Jesus’ mindset?
6. How does communion shape Christian community?
7. What does this passage teach about covenant?
8. How can believers approach communion with deeper reverence?
Mark 14:27–31   Jesus’ Prediction about the Disciples
On the walk to the Mount of Olives, Jesus quotes Zechariah 13:7 "I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered", warning that all the disciples will fall away, but immediately promising, "After I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee." Peter, brimming with self-confidence, insists he will never fall away even if the others do. Jesus responds with a specific prophecy: before the rooster crows twice, Peter will deny Him three times. Peter's bold vow of loyalty, echoed by all the others, sets the stage for the collapse that is about to come.
Discussion Questions
1. Why does Jesus warn the disciples about their coming failure?
2. What does Peter’s boldness reveal about human nature?
3. How does prophecy strengthen our understanding of God’s sovereignty?
4. Why is spiritual confidence dangerous without spiritual dependence?
5. How does Jesus’ prediction of restoration (“after I rise…”) give hope?
6. What does this teach about the difference between intention and action?
7. How can believers guard against overestimating their spiritual strength?
8. What does Peter’s story teach about grace?
Mark 14:32–42   Gethsemane: the crushing
In the Garden of Gethsemane (whose name means "oil press") Jesus takes Peter, James, and John and begins to be deeply distressed and troubled, telling them His soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Three times He falls to the ground and prays, "Abba, Father... Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will." Three times He returns to find the disciples sleeping. He warns them to watch and pray so they will not fall into temptation, for "the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak," and finally declares the hour has come and the betrayer is at hand.
Discussion Questions
1. Why is Gethsemane essential to understanding Jesus’ humanity?
2. What does Jesus’ repeated prayer teach us about perseverance?
3. Why do the disciples sleep during Jesus’ agony?
4. What is the “cup” Jesus must drink?
5. How does Jesus model surrender for believers?
6. What does Gethsemane teach about spiritual vigilance?
7. How does this passage deepen our understanding of Christ’s love?
8. What “Gethsemanes” do believers face today?
Mark 14:43–52       The kiss of betrayal
Judas arrives with an armed crowd sent by the chief priests and elders, betraying Jesus with a kiss, the gesture of covenant loyalty turned into the instrument of arrest. A bystander (identified elsewhere as Peter) strikes the high priest's servant with a sword, cutting off his ear, but Jesus rebukes the violence, asking why they came with swords and clubs when He taught openly in the temple daily, and declaring that the Scriptures must be fulfilled. At that moment, everyone deserts Him and flees including a young man in a linen garment who runs away naked, leaving everything behind.
Discussion Questions
1. Why does Judas use a kiss to betray Jesus?
2. What does Jesus’ calmness during arrest reveal about His mission?
3. Why do the disciples flee despite earlier promises?
4. How does prophecy shape this moment?
5. What does the young man fleeing teach about fear?
6. How does Jesus’ healing of the ear show His heart even in arrest?
7. What does this passage teach about spiritual courage?
8. How can believers remain steady in chaotic moments?
Mark 14:53–65    Night Court 
Jesus is led to the high priest, where the Sanhedrin assembles to seek testimony against Him but finds none, as false witnesses cannot agree. The high priest asks directly: "Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?" Jesus answers, "I am. And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven" claiming divine authority by combining Daniel 7:13 and Psalm 110:1. The high priest tears his robes and cries blasphemy; the council condemns Him to death, and the guards mock, blindfold, and beat Him.
Discussion Questions
1. What does the search for false testimony reveal about the religious leaders’ hearts?
2. Why does Jesus remain silent before His accusers?
3. What does Jesus’ declaration, “I am,” reveal about His identity?
4. How does Jesus’ promise of coming glory contrast with His present humiliation?
5. Why do the religious leaders condemn the One they should recognize?
6. What does Jesus’ willingness to endure mockery and abuse reveal about His love?
7. How does this passage challenge believers to examine their response to Jesus’ authority?
8. How can believers follow Jesus’ example when facing false accusations or rejection?
Mark 14:66–72   Peter’s denial
While Jesus is on trial inside, Peter sits in the courtyard warming himself at the enemy's fire, where a servant girl and then bystanders identify him as a Galilean follower of Jesus. Three times Peter denies knowing Him, the final denial escalating to cursing and swearing an oath. Immediately the rooster crows a second time, Peter remembers Jesus' prediction, and he breaks down and weeps the rooster's crow becoming the mercy alarm that begins his journey from failure to restoration.
Discussion Questions
1. How does Peter’s response in the courtyard contrast with Jesus’ response before the council?
2. Why does Peter deny Jesus despite his earlier promise of loyalty?
3. What does the progression of Peter’s denials reveal about the power of fear?
4. How does Peter’s failure echo Jesus’ warning to “watch and pray”?
5. What does the rooster’s crow reveal about Jesus’ knowledge of Peter’s weakness?
6. What do Peter’s tears reveal about his response to failure?
7. In what everyday situations might believers be tempted to deny their connection to Jesus?
8. How can remembering Jesus’ words lead us toward repentance rather than despair?
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