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Bible Study Question for Mark 12                                           Triumph/Pastor Giles
Meeting ID: 859 2833 0234
Passcode: 632857
Memory Verse: 
Mark 12:30-31 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”
Mark 12 moves from confrontation with religious leaders to instruction for disciples: 
· exposing false religion 
While revealing what God truly desires: 
· faithful stewardship, undivided allegiance, resurrection hope, wholehearted love, humble submission, and sacrificial worship.
Mark 12:1–12 
Jesus tells this parable after the chief priests, teachers of the law, and elders have questioned His authority in the temple.
Discussion Questions
1. What does the vineyard imagery teach us about God’s care, investment, and expectations for His people?
2. In what ways can Christians enjoy God’s blessings while resisting His authority?
3. Why is the owner’s repeated sending of servants evidence of mercy rather than weakness?
4. What does the rejection of the beloved son reveal about the seriousness of rejecting Jesus?
5. How should church leaders practice stewardship rather than ownership in ministry?
6. What “fruit” of repentance, justice, love, and faithfulness should be more visible in your life?

Mark 12:13–17
The Pharisees and Herodians approach Jesus with flattering words. These two groups were not natural allies.
· The Pharisees were deeply concerned with Jewish law, religious purity, and covenant faithfulness.
· The Herodians were associated with the ruling Herodian dynasty and were more accommodating toward Roman political power.
Discussion questions
1. Why were the Pharisees and Herodians willing to cooperate in confronting Jesus?
2. What made the question about the Roman tax politically and spiritually dangerous?
3. How does the image on the coin connect with humanity being made in God’s image?
4. What responsibilities do Christians have toward government and society?
5. How can political involvement become a form of idolatry?
6. What part of your life bears God’s image but has not yet been fully surrendered to Him?

Mark 12:18–27
The Sadducees were a religious and aristocratic group associated with the priestly leadership and temple establishment. Unlike the Pharisees, they rejected the resurrection, angels, and spirits according to Acts 23:8.
Discussion questions
1. What assumptions about eternity did the Sadducees bring to their question?
2. How can someone know biblical information yet fail to understand the power of God?
3. What does Jesus’ use of Exodus 3 teach about reading Scripture carefully?
4. How should resurrection hope influence the way believers face grief and death?
5. What present fear would look different if you truly believed God is the God of the living?
6. Where do you need to trust God beyond the limits of your current understanding?

Mark 12:28–34
A scribe approaches Jesus after hearing the previous debates. Unlike the earlier opponents, he appears to recognize the wisdom of Jesus’ answers. In Jewish religious discussion, identifying the greatest commandment was a serious theological question. The Law contained many commandments, and teachers often discussed how they related to one another.
Jesus answers from the Shema, Israel’s foundational confession of faith:
“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one” (Deuteronomy 6:4).
Discussion questions
1. Why does Jesus begin the greatest commandment with “Hear”?
2. What does it mean to love God with the whole heart, soul, mind, and strength?
3. How can a person claim to love God while failing to love a neighbor?
4. Which dimension of wholehearted love, heart, soul, mind, or strength needs the most attention in your discipleship?
5. What religious activities in your life might continue without genuine love?
6. How can your church make love for God visible through practical love for neighbors?

Mark 12:35–37
Jesus is teaching in the temple courts, where religious leaders and crowds have gathered. The title “Son of David” was a messianic designation. It referred to God’s promise that David’s descendant would reign over an everlasting kingdom (2 Samuel 7:12–16).
Discussion questions

1. What did the title “Son of David” mean to first-century Jewish listeners?
2. How does Psalm 110 show that the Messiah is more than a human descendant of David?
3. Why is it dangerous to reduce Jesus to a political, moral, or therapeutic figure?
4. What is the difference between admiring Jesus and submitting to Jesus?
5. In what area of life do you most need to acknowledge Christ’s lordship?
6. How should the truth that Jesus is both Savior and King shape worship and obedience?

Mark 12:38–40
The scribes were trained interpreters of the Law and often served as legal experts, teachers, or administrators. Their position could bring honor and influence. Jesus does not condemn them merely for wearing robes, receiving greetings, or occupying public positions. The problem is that these outward signs had become instruments of pride and exploitation.
Discussion questions
1. What specific forms of religious pride does Jesus identify?
2. Why is exploitation of vulnerable people especially serious when committed by religious leaders?
3. How can churches protect widows and other vulnerable people today?
4. What is the difference between public spiritual visibility and genuine spiritual integrity?
5. Where might you be tempted to seek recognition rather than faithfulness?
6. What accountability practices can help ensure that ministry leadership reflects the character of Christ?

Mark 12:41–44
Jesus sits opposite the temple treasury in the Court of the Women, an area where worshipers could bring offerings. The treasury likely included trumpet-shaped receptacles into which people placed money. The setting made the offerings observable, even though the motives of the givers were not always visible.
The NIV describes the widow’s gift as “two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents.” These were tiny coins of minimal monetary value. Two coins together represented an extremely small amount compared with the large gifts of wealthy worshipers.
Discussion questions
1. What did Jesus see in the widow’s offering that the crowd could not see?
2. How does this passage distinguish between the amount given and the cost of giving?
3. Why must the widow’s offering not be used to manipulate financially vulnerable people?
4. What resources besides money can believers surrender to God?
5. Where are you tempted to compare your service or giving with someone else’s?
6. What would wholehearted trust look like in one practical area of your life this week?
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