                                                           MARK 15:1 – 15
                                                     THE TRIALS OF JESUS

Jesus was being tried because the Jewish leaders WANTED HIM DEAD. The third phase of the Jewish trial had come to a close. Christ stood before Annas, Caiaphas, and the Sanhedrin during the middle of the night and was before them once in the morning so they could ratify what they did illegally during the night. (According to Jewish law it was illegal to try a man at night). 
….early in the morning …the whole Sanhedrin reached a decision. (vs 1) They condemned Jesus to death for blasphemy because He said he was the Son of God (14:62) Christ was however, merely stated the truth
They bound Jesus, led him away and handed him over to Pilate (vs 1b). To get rid of the Christ the Jewish leaders needed to get the Romans involved. Under the present Roman occupation, the Jews did not have the right of execution. The right of the sword, ius gladii belonged only to Rome. This concludes the last phase of the Jewish trials, with Jesus being delivered to Pilate, this begins the first of three Roman trials. 
One might wonder, why didn’t they execute Jesus the way they did Stephen? (Acts7:58). Their actions against Stephen were illegal, it was Satan inspired mob violence. They wanted Jesus dead but they wanted a veneer of “legality”, so they had to get Rome to do it. Three reasons, I believe they took this route: 1. they wanted a form of legality, 2. They wanted it done as fast as possible so the Passover crowd wouldn’t get involved,  3. Jesus was very popular and they didn’t want a riot. 4. From a prophetic point of view, Jesus had to die on the cross to fulfill Scripture. 
They delivered him to Pilate.( 15:1b) this begins the Roman trials. The judicial process and military might in Palestine resided in the hands of the Roman governor, who was placed there to maintain the Roman peace – pax Romana. Pilate had been governor since A.D. 26. Since the Romans held exclusive right to execution, the Jewish leaders had to approach Pilate
Mark begins with Pilate addressing Jesus but this presents a logical question, why did Pilate ask Jesus, ”are you the King of the Jews?”(15:2).To get a full orbed view of what led up to this question we need to incorporate the other Gospel writers, especially Matthew because Matthew sought to prove to the Jews that Jesus was indeed the Christ.
Now as Jesus was being led away to Pilate, another tragic event was happening. Matt. 27 – 31 tells us Then Judas… when he saw that he (Jesus) was condemned, brought again the thirty pieces of silver…. Saying I have sinned and betrayed innocent blood…he threw the silver in the temple went out and hung himself.
Then the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor ….to avoid ceremonial uncleanness, the Jews did not enter the palace…(John 18:28,29) So Pilate came out to them and asked, “What are you charging this man with?” The Jews hypocrisy knew no bounds. They were preoccupied with keeping a tradition and appearing religious while plotting to murder a man they knew was innocent.
If he were not a criminal we would not have handed him over to you. (John 18:30) they were saying, what right do you have to question our motives and our integrity. Pilate’s question was a proper judicial one. He wanted an indictment, a charge, but they couldn’t answer it because they were not looking for a judge or justice they were looking for an executioner. They did not want another trial because this whole thing was a fraud. They wanted Pilate to take his life.
And they began to accuse him, saying, We found this fellow perverting the nation and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ a King (John 23:1 – 2)
Pilate was a weak, capricious, politician but he was no fool. He did not want to get tangled up in the religious affairs of the Jews again. He also knew a violation of the Mosaic Law carried absolutely no weight in a Roman court. They knew that also, so they cleverly tacked on a charge that might work. He was forbidding the Jews from paying taxes and called himself a King. Both were totally absurd. They did not convict him on that charge during the first three trials, the charge then was blasphemy
That is when Pilate turned to Jesus and said, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, Yes, it is as you say. (Mark 15:2b) Matthew 27:11-26 When he was accused by the chief priests and elders he gave no answer (vs2) The reason he kept silent was first, Jewish law did not require that an accused person self incriminate. 2. There was nothing to say, the burden of proof was on his accusers. 
At this point, Pilate was looking for ways to release Jesus. Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, “I FIND NO BASIS FOR A CHARGE AGAINST THIS MAN.”(Luke 23:4) This was a legal rendering from the bench, NOT GUILTY! The FIRST (fourth overall) gentile trial was over because the verdict was final. That should have been the end of it.
But they insisted, ‘He stirs up the people all over Judea by teaching. He started in Galilee and  has come all the way here. (Luke 23:5) Never underestimate the evil and depths of depravity that resides in our hearts. First the charge was blasphemy, then it was not paying taxes, then he was a king, now he causing a commotion (i.e.) riots. They are so thirsty for blood, they can’t get their story straight but here is the irony, none of what they said was true. They knew it, Jesus knew it and Pilate knew it. 
At this point Pilate was looking for a way to release Jesus. He heard them say, “He started in Galilee.” GALILEE! This might be the solution to his problem. Herod Antipas was the ruler there which meant Jesus was under his jurisdiction. So Pilate sent him there. It was Herod’s problem now.  It was 5am in the morning, cold and about a quarter of a mile walk from Pilate’s to Herod’s THE SECOND TRIAL BEGINS
Herod knew about Jesus because he virtually removed all the disease from Galilee. Jesus avoided Galilee because Herod was a murderous, immoral man who had John the Baptist beheaded. He was happy to see Jesus because he was hoping he would perform miracles for him. He asked Jesus many questions but again he was silent because there was nothing to say.
(Luke 23:10, 11) The chief priest and the teachers of the law were standing there vehemently accusing him. They were so sold out to evil they were up all night following Jesus around the city trying to influence the government to do what they were to cowardly to do.
Then Herod and the soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant robe, they sent him BACK ACROSS THE CITY TO PILATE. Herod thought the whole thing was a joke and treated it as such. He was a politician that knew what the Jews were trying to do and why. He also knew what Pilate was trying to pull (game recognizes game). THE SECOND trial ends, the verdict NOT GUILTY.
Pilate called together the chief priests and ruler you brought this man as one who has incited the people to rebellion. I have examined him in your presence and have FOUND NO BASIS FOR YOUR CHARGES AGAINST HIM. NIETHER HAS HEROD (Luke 23: 13 – 15) Once again the verdict is in Jesus is not guilty of any crime, let alone death. But Pilate wanted to placate the people so he says, I will punish him and release him. Pilot forever the politician and coward. He was the ruler and judge, he rendered a verdict, NOT GUILTY, again! 
If Pilate would have released Jesus there would have been a riot. He wanted to which would have been judiciously right but he was trapped. Pilate made at least 3 major mistakes when he came into power
Mistake #1- When Pilate was first appointed governor he rode into Jerusalem with a large entourage of soldiers. The solders carried banners with eagles on the top and on the eagle was a molded image of Caesar. The Jews considered it an idol and asked him to remove them, he refused. When he left the city on his way back to Ceasarea, the followed him 5 days protesting and demanding they be removed.
He gathered them into the amphitheater and said, if they didn’t stop their demands, He was going to cut off their heads. At which they bared their necks, calling his bluff. He was sent there to keep the peace. The massacre of defenseless Jews could cause a national revolution. He removed the images
Mistake #2 – Later in his reign Pilate decided to built an aqueduct. To do so, he took the money out of Temple treasury – money devoted to Yahweh. This started another riot. Pilot dealt with it by sending soldiers into a huge crowd. At a given signal, they clubbed and stabbed many people to death
Mistake #3 - Pilate had a residence in Jerusalem and had shields made for his soldiers with a engraved image of Tiberius on them. To the Jewish people that was an emblem of a false god. So they demanded the shields be changed, he refused. They reported Pilate’s actions to Tiberius who demanded him to change the shields immediately. Pilate could not afford another report to Tiberius.
 Still wanting to release Jesus and seeing beating him would not satisfy their blood lust Mark says, Now the custom at the Feast to release a prisoner whom they requested. A man called Barabbas, a murderer and insurrectionist. The crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did. Do you want me to release the king of the Jews?”(Mark 15; 6-9)
Here was a man guilty of crimes punishable by death standing beside a man they all knew was a good man guilty of nothing other than loving and being determined to prove it by giving his life. Standing them side by side surely any right minded Jew would chose to spare Jesus. Pilate was trying to pit the leaders against the people and get him off the hook. But the chief priest moved the people that he should release Barabbas (Mark 15:11).
The mindlessness of Groupthink (a psychological and sociological phenomenon that occurs when a group of people values harmony, consensus and unity so much that they make irrational, flawed or dangerous decisions). Most of them didn’t even know why they were doing what they were doing. They were just going along with the crowd. Let’s not forget, Jesus had to die on the cross at the hands of Rome. GOD WAS STILL IN CONTROL.
Pilate had to be shocked at their choice. He had underestimated the power of the leaders and overestimated the heart of the people. He had no concept of the demonic forces at work nor did he know anything about the plan of God
I see the grace, patience and forgiving nature of God at work here. (John 27:19) states, While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife (Pilate) sent him this message, “Don’t have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him” Opinions vary as to whether this was a demonic admonition (His wife some say was superstitious and dealing in the occult). Others say she was just a women that God was using to give her husband a chance to reverse course, stand up and be a man. I don’t know but I do know it was a wise if not heeded warning
Pilate was doing his best to free Jesus and get out from under this problem not this was the preordained plan. The crowd was out of control as Pilate tried once again when he asked, Which of the two do you want me to release to you. “Barabbas.” Then what shall I do, then, with Jesus, who is called the Christ?  Crucify him! Why? What crime has he committed? But they shouted all the louder, “CRUCIFY HIM!”  When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s blood, he said, “it is your responsibility. (Matt 27:21 – 24)  
Pilate’s actions followed a Jewish tradition based on Deut. 21: 6-9. When someone was murdered in ancient times in the cities of Israel, the elders of the city were responsible to find the guilty party.  Sometimes that was not possible. So the elders would come to a public place in the city and wash their hands in front of the people. That signified that since they tried their best, yet were unable to find the murderer, they were free from the guilt of the murder. Wanting to satisfy the crowd Pilate released Barabbus to them. He had him flogged and handed him over to be crucified (Mark 15:15). 
 Jesus wasn’t on trial, but everyone else was. Jesus Christ is innocent, perfect and holy. The trials of Jesus proved His innocence and exposed not only the guilt of his accusers and executors. Pilate as a very provocative statement when he said, “What shall I do then, with Jesus called the Christ. Every human being must make a decision concerning Jesus because the decision a person makes determines their eternal destiny.
What are the options? You can hate him as the Jewish leaders did. You can reject him as the fickle crowd did. You can mock him like Herod did. You can have nothing to do with him like Pilate’s wife did or get rid of him like Pilate did.
Jesus Christ is innocent, perfect and holy. The Old Testament said that the Lamb offered for sin must be without spot or blemish.(Ex12: 5). All that Christ endured through the mock trials proved He was suitable to serve as the perfect Lamb of God to die for the sins of the world. The world of religious and irreligious men, inspired by Satan himself could not find spot or blemish on this Lamb.




