
 

 

 

 
 
 
"Galen Amstutz, (a scholar of) Pure 
Land, Nembutsu, Amitabha), grew 
up in an Asian American neighbor-
hood in Sacramento, California. He 
became interested in Buddhism 
after teaching English in Japan in 
the 1970s, studied at the Institute 
of Buddhist Studies in Berkeley, 
California, and qualified as a minis-
ter of the Nishi Honganji True Pure 
Land organization. Later, having 
continued his academic study with 
a Ph.D. in Asian Religions from 
Princeton, he worked for Florida 
State University, the Reischauer 
Institute of Japanese Studies at 
Harvard University, and Ryukoku 
University in Japan. He is particu-
larly interested in communications 
and interpretations problem relat-
ed to Pure Land Buddhism and has 
published a book on the issue 
(Interpreting Amida, 1997) among 
other writings."  
                    - Oxford Bibiographies  
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“Shin Buddhism today is a very large and    

diffuse phenomenon which is not easy to get 

a handle on. With an emphasis on the way Shin looks to 

general scholars of Japan (i.e. outside, relatively  objective   

observers),  the lecture (after taking a nuanced position on 

what the relationship between Shinran and the Honganji     

organizations really has been) will introduce several main 

themes of the modern story:   

 how the encounter with the West created intellectual 

challenges for the tradition (at least for the leadership);  

 how Shin through much of the 20th century was greatly 

influenced by Japanese imperialism, war and ethno-

nationalism;  and  

 how Shin is responding to a significantly declining             

institutional situation today.”                               

                                                                         — Dr. Galen Amstutz 

 

    Explore topics in Jodo Shinshu doctrine, practice, and culture 

https://www.sunypress.edu/p-2535-interpreting-amida.aspx
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd2ySb0CMSmjR02bMB-PpTz2lvD9E9hNMpPuBJe30DnNbaGYQ/viewform
https://bca.kindful.com/campaigns/232361?utf8=%E2%9C%93&campaigns=232361&amount=
https://www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/buddhist-education
https://aeb39f2f-a07c-402b-b6f0-ef194e65cced.filesusr.com/ugd/458b11_cb77ba2a1a27431ea6ae49f85aa20b65.pdf

