
“SHINJIN”  
A Special 2-Part Seminar by Guest Speaker:  

Rev. Dr. David Ryoe Matsumoto  
President,  Institute of Buddhist Studies (IBS)  

George & Sakaye Aratani Professor of Contemporary Shin Buddhist Studies  

 Two Saturdays: September 18 & 25, 2021  
*11 am - 1 pm (pst)  *Check your local time 

 

 

 

 

“Shinjin is central to the Shin Buddhist teaching and life. It is 

at the core of the Shin Buddhist path of enlightenment – 

the “true essence of the Pure Land Way.” Yet, why does it 

seem that shinjin is rarely spoken of and rarely brought up 

for discussion, even in Shin circles? Is it too complex? Too 

mysterious? Too untouchable? 
 

In these two lectures, we will look closely at Shinran Shōnin’s writings 

as we consider the nature, arising, and implications of shinjin in his 

thought, and the challenges posed by it. We will find that shinjin 

evokes a broad range of religious meaning, from a simple faith in  

Amida Buddha’s Vow to an ever-deepening experience of awakening 

within the unfolding of wisdom as compassion in our lives. 

 

Finally, I will suggest that shinjin signifies this: The Buddha’s Vow-mind 

becomes fulfilled when we are exposed and emptied, even as  we 

find ourselves embraced and enabled to live with a deep sense of   

interconnectedness and gratitude for all existences.”   

                                                                                            — Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto 

    Explore topics in Jodo Shinshu doctrine, practice, and culture 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
Rev. Dr. David Ryoe Matsumoto is 
the President of IBS, George and 
Sakaye Aratani Professor of Contem-
porary Shin Buddhist Studies, and 
former resident minister at the 
Berkeley Buddhist Temple. He 
earned a Ph.D. degree in Shin Bud-
dhist Studies at Ryūkoku University, 
M.A. degrees from Ryūkoku Univer-
sity and the Institute of Buddhist 
Studies, and a J.D. degree from the 
University of Minnesota. Publications 
include the translations and com-
mentaries, Bearer of the Light: the 
life and thought of Rennyo by Jitsuen      
Kakehashi, The Shin Buddhist View of 
Birth-and-Death: the path trans-
cending life and death by Jitsuen 
Kakehashi, and Heart of the Shin 
Buddhist Path: a life of awakening by 
Takamaro Shigaraki, as well as    
numerous translations, commen-
taries and articles in scholarly and 
religious journals.  
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