
Financial News 

School Board Acknowledges PDE Reimbursement 

At the October 28 School Board meeting as a part of the Consent Agenda, the School Board of Directors 

acknowledged receiving approval from the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) for  PlanCon H 

for CASHS, as well as PlanCon J for Ben Chambers Elementary.  Both reimbursement requests were 

submitted to PDE years ago and were stalled for several years due to a moratorium that PDE enacted, 

according to Steve Dart, business manager. 

Basically PlanCon, which is an acronym for Planning and Construction Workbook, is a process that a 

school district goes through when it undertakes a major school construction project and wants to seek 

reimbursement from the state.  It consists of a set of forms and procedures used to apply for 

Commonwealth reimbursement. The forms are designed to: (1) document a local school district's 

planning process; (2) provide justification for a project to the public; (3) ascertain compliance with state 

laws, regulations and standards; and (4) establish the level of state participation in the cost of the 

project A (PDE website). 

The state had enacted the moratorium for several fiscal years.  During the moratorium, state officials 

stopped approving new projects that had completed the PlanCon process and stopped processing 

funding requests that were in the process of completing the process. 

PlanCon H project financing addresses the financing used for a project. Once PlanCon Part H is 

approved, reimbursement on a project commences.  The district has received some of the reimbursable 

subsidy for the CASHS construction process; this latest acknowledgement will complete the process. 

PlanCon J project accounting is the final accounting for the Ben Chambers construction project.   

 

Vote to Authorize District to Submit PlanCon Requests for Reimbursement 

The School Board of Directors authorized (via a roll call vote) the district to submit PlanCon H 

documentation to PDE of the construction costs, debt service schedule, and associated Commonwealth 

subsidy payments associated with construction of the New Franklin that was paid from the Capital 

Reserve Fund, and Marion Elementary Schools that was done as a result of a bond issue. 

The Directors also acknowledged receipt of PDE’s approval of a revised PlanCon H for CASHS and PDE’s 

approval of PlanCon J for Benjamin Chambers Elementary School. These approvals resume the subsidy 

process for these projects as the District paid for these projects from bond issues, according to Mr. Dart. 

 

 

 



Board Approves Proposed Tax Appeal Settlements  

 

At the October 17 meeting of the Joint Committees (which includes Finance and Buildings and 
Grounds), members recommended that the School Board of Directors approve a real estate 
assessment appeal related to the Chambersburg Mall and outparcels near the mall. 
  
School Directors approved this recommendation at the October 28 board meeting.  The 
proposed settlement requires CASD to refund $607,805.36 in real estate tax payments for the 
Chambersburg Mall due to a recent assessment appeal and to receive $91,532.82 in real estate 
tax payments for the outparcels that surround the Mall, such as Gander Mountain. 
  


