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1. Christs Second Coming - Jesus is coming again
SCRIPTURE: “After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 10They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”
AUTHOR’S INTENT by Jeff Reed
To write an accurate, orderly account of all that Jesus continued to do and teach after His ascension, in His new community, the Church, that Theophilus, and other Christians, might be certain of all that they had even taught.
 
By narrating keys to the establishment of the church in Jerusalem (1:1-6:7) progress report given in Acts 6:7

OBSERVATION:  This is an amazing passage found in the opening pages of the book of Acts.  Luke writes “an orderly account” which is broken up into part 1 - the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and part 2 - the founding of the Church.  Acts picks up where Luke’s Gospel leaves off and tells the only story of Jesus ascension with the Angels discourse to the Disciples.  Throughout the scriptures we read about our great hope in a Savior of all men who will come and bring all of God’s children into the Promised Land.  
a. John 14:3, 28
b. 1 Th. 4:15-16
c. Job 19:25 
d. Mt. 24:30
e. Mt. 26:64
f. Rev. 21:6-12, 20
g. Acts 1:11

This book was written to both Jew and Gentile alike.
In verse 6 the Disciples asked Jesus if he would, “Restore the Kingdom to Israel?”  They still don’t understand that the Kingdom is a spiritual one and that it was never Jesus’s intent to go to war with Rome.  He wanted to restore the brokenness from the fall in the garden, not institute Israel to its former glory.  His desire was to overcome sin in the hearts of all mankind.  Not just that of Israel, and not simply restoring their National Heritage.  That is why the cross was so important.  It was necessary for the sin of the world to be paid for.  Jesus became the payment for all our sin as the perfect sacrifice. 
1 Thessalonians 4:15 – 16 — “For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven.” This passage goes well with the message of Acts 1:11. It shows us that the Lord is coming soon, just as he went into the sky, he will return once again.  We are also given the teaching that clearly shows us that any believers who are alive will not precede those who have died and vice versa.  It shows us that we will meet the Lord together when he returns.  Thus, reinforcing the idea that when we die, we “sleep” until Christ’s return.
Revelation chapter 21 sums it up well as Christ speaks of his Second Coming
[bookmark: 8][bookmark: 9][bookmark: 10][bookmark: 11][bookmark: 12][bookmark: 13][bookmark: 14]6 Then the angel said to me, “These words are faithful and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent His angel to show His servants what must soon take place.” 7 “Behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of prophecy in this book.”  8 And I am John, who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had shown me these things. 9 But he said to me, “Do not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book. Worship God!”  10 Then he told me, “Do not seal up the words of prophecy in this book, because the time is near. 11 Let the unrighteous continue to be unrighteous, and the vile continue to be vile; let the righteous continue to practice righteousness, and the holy continue to be holy. 12 “Behold, I am coming soon, and My reward is with Me, to give to each one according to what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.”
20 He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.”
 “My hope in the coming Christ is as sure as ever… I have fixed in my mind upon another time and here I mean to stand until God gives me more light. And that is Today, Today, Today. Until He comes and I see Him, my soul yearns for him.” By William Miller



George Gallup, "Religion in America," Leadership, Fall, 1987




In verse 11, two angels show up to present the disciples and all of us with the hope of glory and the understanding that Christ would come again.  The Angels didn’t speak in riddles and stories as Jesus often did.  They were very clear in their proclamation that Jesus was coming again.  

APPLICATION:  There are many wonderful concepts to embrace in this passage.  
· Luke is writing a unique and thorough account of Christ’s ascension and the beginning of the church.
· Jesus institutes His new Kingdom in the hearts of all who would believe in Him and receive Him as their Lord and Savior.  
· The gospel is proclaimed in verse 6 as we come to an understanding of the importance of the cross.
· Both in Acts and the parallel passage of Rev. 21, we are encouraged by the words of Christ that, “I am coming soon!”  This encapsulates our great hope in the soon coming of our Lord and Savior who will save us from evil.
· There are many wonderful truths in the Bible, and much that we find encouraging.  But is there anything that comes close to the great hope and encouragement for us and the building of Christ’s Church than the knowledge that Jesus is coming soon!  Amen and Amen

SONG: 	Jesus is Coming Again
Coming again, coming again!
Maybe morning, maybe noon, maybe evening and maybe soon!
Coming again, coming again!
O what a wonderful day it will be – Jesus is coming again!

Jesus is Coming Again. Words & Music by John W. Peterson.  Copyright 1957 by John W. Peterson #687 Hymns of Heritage and Hope


PRAYER: “Lord Jesus, we recognize your greatness and have the benefit of the scriptures to teach us about you, your plan for the world, your Kingdom, and how you would have us build your church so that other nations and generations can be established as part of your forever family.  Please fulfill your promises and those of your Angels and come quickly.  We believe that you will return in the same way you departed.  May we be found faithful until that day comes.  

Almighty God, whose only begotten Son ascended into heaven:  May our hearts and minds also there ascend, and with Him continually dwell; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen.”




2nd Coming Numbers	Americans that believe in 2nd Coming of Christ	Americans that don't believe in the 2nd Coming of Christ	0.62	0.38	
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