    In Genesis 26 God reaffirms His established promises to Abraham and his offspring, by appearing to Abraham’s son Isaac, as Isaac seems to be deciding where to go in the midst of a famine in the land. We read in the first few verses of Genesis 26: “Now there was a famine in the land, besides the former famine that was in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went to Gerar to Abimelech king of the Philistines. 2 And the LORD appeared to him and said, "Do not go down to Egypt; dwell in the land of which I shall tell you. 3 Sojourn in this land, and I will be with you and will bless you, for to you and to your offspring I will give all these lands, and I will establish the oath that I swore to Abraham your father. 4 I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and will give to your offspring all these lands. And in your offspring all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, 5 because Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws." 6 So Isaac settled in Gerar. (Gen. 26:1-6 ESV)
              Isaac’s father, Abraham lived in the land during a famine, but moved to Egypt during that time. Egypt was a good spot to land as the Nile could provide water to help with growing and harvesting. It would be a good option for a man with a family to take care of. But God did not want Isaac following the plan and wisdom of his father wholesale. In areas of faith, yes, but not necessarily in areas of wisdom. So God appears and tells Isaac to stay in the land…a land of famine currently. God sometimes, dare I say, many times, calls us to stay in areas of difficulty. Isaac could have moved to a land of potential feasting, but God is telling him to stay in the land of famine. Why? Because God will be with him and will fulfill His promises to and through Him. Notice the first promise isn’t ease or location even. The first promise is that God will be with Isaac. Whether Isaac is in a land of famine or feast, God will be with him. That is the hope of God’s people. That God is with them. 
              I know I have struggled with trusting that promise, especially when things and people don’t behave or take faith as seriously as they should. But the promise on this side of God’s eternal kingdom is not constant ease and well-watered lands (physically or spiritually). The promise is God himself being with us. And God is with us in Christ, by the indwelling of the Spirit. We no longer need a temple in which God may dwell with His people, for God forever dwells in His people by His Spirit. And the great hope and expectation of God’s kingdom is not streets of gold and cool jewels or even the tree of life (although eternal life is a very big promise). The hope of heaven/God’s kingdom is in dwelling with our God, forever. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away." (Rev. 21:3-4 ESV)
              For many of us life and/or ministry can feel more like famine. As denominational leaders and pastors we can often feel that things are more like famine with the lack of pastors for our church. This lack of pastors can make it feel like there are vultures circling around ready to pluck up any gifted man who is able to speak well with the Bible and place them in a church. But we need to wrestle with and take comfort in the reality that where we are, feast or famine, is not a sign definitive sign of whether or not God is with us. God is with us always by the power of His Spirit as we work toward and long for His dwelling with us. So whether we are in a time of feasting or in a land of famine, may we take rest and courage in the fact that our God is with us, eternally…even when it doesn’t feel or look like it.

