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Greetings Regional Delegate Body,
            As I sat down to write this report, I became distracted by a doe that came out of the tree line in front of my office window. Then, I noticed that a few leaves were starting to change. This created space for me to reflect on what it means to be in the midst of a seasonal change. This is not just preparing for fall, but winter as well. Seasonal change, at least for me, brings both sorrow with joy; dread with excitement; loss with hope. “Seasonal change” is something that we as the Advent Christian Church are facing at the denominational, regional, conference, and local church levels. The following verses continue to provide assurance and hope: 
“And who knows whether you have not attained royalty for such a time as this?” (Es. 4:14, NASB)
“And the gates of Hades will not overpower it.” (Mt. 16:18, NASB)

            Esther reminds me that she was in her position for God’s purpose and we are all in the positions and places we are in for His purpose as well. The second verse reminds me that God’s eternal church will prevail and the power of darkness will not and cannot overpower His church.
The Maine State Conference has witnessed the Kingdom of God at work in and through the local church, as well as through camps. Campers professed Jesus the Christ as Lord and Savior for the first time, while others rededicated their commitment to Christ. Many people went into the waters of baptism out of love and obedience to Jesus. We have witnessed fruitful discipleship, with some discerning the call to vocational ministry. 
On the other side, several churches are asking and working through hard questions to better discern God’s calling for them in their local contexts and several churches in the conference are struggling to stay open, seeking pastoral leadership, and seeking God’s will for the future. Pastors and church leadership continue to struggle with their sense of continued call, with many feelings of uncertainty and doubt.
The Maine State Conference Ministerial Board continues to work with seven people who are at various stages of discerning call, as well as seeking either ordination or licensing credentials. The conference officers continue to review policies and practices to more effectively serve the local church and pastors. One of the largest limitations for the board over the last year is in the area of building relationships with pastors and local churches within our conference. Communication is another area of limitation. These are areas we continue to work to grow in as we serve together in Christ. 
Peace and Blessings,
Tim Soucy
President: Rev. Timothy Soucy    Vice President: Rev. Alan Chamberlin
Treasurer: Rev. Joshua Cheney    Secretary: Rev. Dr. Matthew Larkin    
Members-at-Large: Rev. Michael Alix and Rev. Darrell Young



Heritage Conference
President’s Report


Three thoughts to share
1.  	We want to praise God for 
a. Eric Reynolds & Refuge Church which is an answer to prayer
2.  	Try to be involved in National Day of Prayer, May 4, 2023
3.  	Pray
a. Satanic temple convention going on in Boston now
 Thank you to Eleanor
	If I have in anyway been successful as president of the Heritage Conference, I owe the thanks first to God and then to Eleanor!  She is par excellent!
Her expertise as a secretary
1. Keeping records
2. Dealing with such entities as 
1. The Attorney General’s Office
2. The Advent Christian General Conference
3. The Eastern Region
4. Heritage Conference
3. Putting meetings together
4. Keep meetings together
5. Keep me on track
6. Her conference work and church work show her love for God’s kingdom
Her life has displayed Christian character in the ups and downs; victories and defeats; life and death.  God is making her mature and complete in Him. (James 1).  She continues to show Christlikeness in her actions.  She runs to Jesus where other would run from Him.  
A Call
As extended prayer meetings and revival have broken out on college campuses; I see this as a call for purity, renewal, a fresh vision and transformation of lives.  This is needed when the children of God look like and act like the world.  When churches use dry ice, smoke, flashing strobe lights to manufacture the presence of God. The presence of God does not need to be counterfeited as we see in Exodus 19 at the “Tent of Meeting” or in the dedication of the Tabernacle in Exodus 40:34 or Solomon’s Temple in 1Chronicles 7:1-2.  	
This move of God is a strong call to the church to repent and turn back to God.  We need another Pentecost where the church rises and demonstrates the difference between the kingdom of this world and the Kingdom of our Christ.  Where saints are transformed into His likeness and sinners are converted and His name is glorified.  
Respectfully Submitted,
Rev. Douglas W. Tourgee
President, Heritage Conference
New Life Conference
President's Report

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.” (Heb. 10:23)

Greetings in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Jesus, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, is still on his throne and is sovereign over all things.  As recipients of the message and ministry of reconciliation, may we continue to endeavor together, as the New Life Conference, to be about the Lord’s business until he returns and establishes his kingdom that will have no end! I continue to thank the Lord for our pastors who are preaching, teaching, and living out the Gospel in their communities.  I pray that our churches are beacons of hope as they shine forth the light of the Gospel and seek to influence their towns and villages for the sake of Christ. “Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works…encouraging one another all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” (Heb. 10:24-25)
	It is my honor to serve the New Life Conference as president.  I'm grateful for those whom I had the opportunity to serve alongside of this past year: Rev. Adrian Todd - Vice President, Rev. Bryce Whiting - Secretary, Mr. Tom Zikan - Treasurer, Rev. Jim Caron - Ministerial Committee Chairman, and members-at-large, Rev. Bruce Burks and Pastor Merle Beal.  We continue to conduct our board meetings over zoom and email and the business of the conference continues on.
The Conference board continues to oversee the Faith Community Church Outreach Fund set up from the sale of the Windsor, CT church.  The intention of this fund is to continue the work and vision of Faith Community Church by giving out grants and scholarships to churches and individuals, with preference to those within the conference, to assist in their ministries to their communities.  To date, the conference has given out over $125,000 to this end and we give all the glory to God for his provision!
Moving forward, I would like to see the conference begin to think along the lines of revitalization and church planting.  With the funds we have available, I would like us to explore how we could come alongside and partner with existing churches to this end.  Pray for God’s wisdom and direction for the board concerning these discussions over the coming year. May they bear much fruit for the kingdom of God.
Our God is Faithful and True.  To Him be all the glory. I give all the praise to the Lord for his faithfulness to the New Life Conference.
All for His Glory,
Rev. Derek Irvine
New Life Conference President
President: Rev. Derek Irvine     Vice President Rev. Adrian Todd
Secretary: Rev. Bryce Whiting     Treasurer: Mr. Tom Zikan
Members-at-Large: Rev. Bruce Burks and Pastor Merle Beal




Nova Scotia Advent Christian Conference
Report to Eastern Regional Association of Advent Christian Churches, 2023


The two Advent Christian churches in Nova Scotia face challenges that are both similar to and different from those of other churches. Both churches, Bear Point and Bear River are located in small, rural, declining areas. We are aging. Prospects for pastoral leadership are slim.

In spite of the similarity of our names, Bear Point and Bear River, we are two hours apart and are increasingly isolated. Joint Conference activities have declined as we have aged. The separation widened during COVID.

We are even more isolated from other Advent Christian churches. The other two churches in Canada are eight and fourteen hours away. The closest American church is nine hours.

In September 2023 Rev Alvin McComiskey, pastor in Bear Point, retired after over fourteen years of service. He had been raised in the Bear Point church and served in another denomination before coming home to complete his ministry service. Replacing him is a major challenge. Please support the search for a successor with your prayers.

In the midst of all the gloom, Bear River has been blessed in the past year by a series of events which resulted in a wonderful family of five – mother with daughter & 3 sons – joining us as refugees from Albania, now permanent residents of Canada. Beginning with an initial phone contact to Pastor Ken Perkins from an unrecognized number in 2021, a collaborative effort developed involving a family and their supporters from the U.S., the Convention of Atlantic Baptist Churches, Canada’s Sponsoring of Refugees Program, our Bear River church family, and a generous Roman Catholic Christian neighbourhood woman, culminated in the family’s arrival in Bear River on 31 October 2022. Recently, just short of a year since their arrival, they have obtained a house to rent.

This followed refugee sponsorship of a young man from Syria only three years previous, as well as co-sponsorship with other area churches and community support of a young family from Syria a short time prior to that. This is evidence that though we are small in numbers God can work through us! To Him be all the glory!

Respectfully submitted,


Ken Perkins
President
Advent Christian Church of Bear River



[image: A close up of a logo

Description automatically generated]
“Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs  forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” Isaiah 43:18-19 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Eastern Regional Association of Advent Christian Churches, 
Perhaps many of you who call New England home are familiar with the steady stream of vehicles  with out-of-state plates that make their journey north this time of year, traversing our backroads  and streets, particularly eyeing any spot that might offer a better view of the surrounding  landscapes. The chromatic canvas of reds, oranges, and yellows that adorn our hillsides and  valleys paint a picture that is second-to-none, bringing awe to every onlooker. This yearly  spectacle is unique to our area of the world, and is a part of our identity as a region. When  people think of leaf-peeping, they think of New England. As I ponder this annual experience and  its uniqueness, my heart and mind begin to think of our churches here in New England. Looking  back in our history as Advent Christians, we see evidence of similar times, where treks were  made to these parts by folks from many different areas, for there was something unique taking  place. The vistas being sought after weren’t those of trees in autumn, but rather of the Spirit’s  moving in campmeetings and churches, in homes and in hearts. I’m tempted to look back with  the type of fondness that forsakes all that the Lord may have in store for our future, but I  tremble at that thought! I can’t help but wonder, in hopeful anticipation, if the Spirit of God has  another awakening in mind for our beloved New England, one in which the myriad of heavenly  beings look on with praise and adoration for all that God will do. May we seek the Lord and His  leading for such a time as this, and be faithful in our persistent proclamation of His Gospel.  
Here are a few highlights from our conference over this past year: 
• Welcomed Gerald Blanchard to the MACC Executive Committee,  
appointed to serve as treasurer 
• Rev. David Aseltine has moved to Executive Member-at-Large 
• Supported the yearly worship gathering at the William Miller Chapel 
• Started investigating liability insurance for the conference 
• Initiated a review of our credentialing documents with the goal of updating them to be contextually accurate and biblically robust 
• Supported Rev. Lou Going for his work as Minister of Church & Pastoral Health • Invested in a Leadership Retreat in September, having 26 attendees at ABCCC,  focusing on leadership using Book of Ephesians 
• Aided our conference churches with prayer, counsel, guidance, and in some cases finances, in accordance with our mission  
• Received Rev. John Harper into the conference, transferring his credentials from  the Eastern North Carolina AC Conference 
• Met for our Annual Meeting at CrossRoads Church in Ossipee, NH, on May 6, 2023 
At our Annual Meeting, we focused on two elements: Who We Are (Identity), and What Are We  Doing (Mission). It was the coupling together of these two aspects that has lingered in our  hearts. We pray that the Lord would reinvigorate us with the message of His soon return, and  that gospel growth will see new churches springing up for His glory.  
[image: ]
-Rev. Joshua Rice, President
The Maranatha Advent Christian Conference, Inc. exists to encourage fellowship and share resources  among its member churches, pastors, and associate members for the purpose of effectively  communicating Biblical truth and fostering healthy ministries for an increased harvest. 
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