
This morning we have a pretty important passage written 

by Paul. It has a lot of the Christian buzzwords like sin, 

grace, freedom, righteousness, sanctification, eternal life. 

It is a passage that really has a lot going on and a lot that 

needs to be unpacked. 

To start off, we must see why it is that Paul is writing about 

these things. Earlier in chapter 12 Paul is talking about 

baptism and the new life that is brought about through 

baptism. The new life that is brought about by joining into 

the body of Christ.  

Now Paul is discussing what exactly that new life means. 

What does it mean to have new life in Christ? It means 

that we are no longer servants or slaves of sin but now we 

have seen and experienced the grace of God and we can 

truly be free from sin and can live into this new life where 

we have eternal life waiting for us at the end.  

This passage begins with some pretty strong language 

about how, now that we have been given new life, we are 

to no longer present ourselves as instruments of 

wickedness but instead we are to be instruments of 

righteousness. The hold that sin once had over us is now 

gone and we have truly been freed.  

And then we something remarkably interesting happen. 

We go from being freed from sin and death to now being 

servants of God. It may seem like an oxymoron that we 

are freed and now servants. We are free yet, apparently, 

unfree. But if we continue reading, we see that we truly 



are free. We are free to continue to be slaves to sin or to 

decide to be servants of God.  

Paul then goes on to explain that we will all be slaves or 

servants to something. There will always be something 

that will have control over us. There will always be 

something that takes away our attention and our focus. 

And Paul urges us to choose to be servants of God and to 

freely accept and experience the grace of God. 

As the Church, throughout all of Christianity, we are 

generally pretty bad at talking about sin and grace. 

Typically, we will either focus too much on sin and not 

enough on grace or we will focus too much on grace and 

not enough on sin. We seem to immediately shoot to the 

polar ends and cannot a good job of living in the holy 

tension between sin and grace.  

I think this same thing happens to us everywhere in life. 

Generally speaking, I think we are all pretty bad at digging 

through the minutia and we end up heading towards the 

poles. We see too many things as being all or nothing 

instead of understanding the areas of gray in between.  

And I think Paul explains this phenomenon in this 

passage. We are innately going to be slaves to sin, we will 

innately lean towards sin and, often times will not even 

know it. 

I have said that Christian buzzword so many times 

already, sin. What exactly is sin? We say it so often, we 

read it so often, but do we actually understand it? The best 



definition that I have read of sin is that it is separation from 

God. I think this definition is direct to explain what it is and 

it is ambiguous enough to fully encompass all sin.  

And yet, we often times only focus on sin in certain 

aspects. We almost turn into pharisees and fall into the 

same trap that they fell into. The pharisees, the religious 

experts of the time, became extremely legalistic and it 

caused them to not sin for what sin is. They would go 

around and mark off all of the laws that they were 

following and they would think that they were perfect and 

no full of sin because they were not murdering, or 

committing adultery, and they were keeping the Sabbath 

Holy. They were following all of the laws and all of the 

rules and yet, they were full of sin.  

How could this be? You follow all of the rules and the 

guidelines and yet you are full of sin. For us, we can see it 

pretty clearly as we see that the hearts of the pharisees 

were nasty, cold, and hard. But what we may not always 

catch is how they were full of hubris, arrogance, and pride. 

They even thought so highly of themselves that they 

believed that they knew better than Jesus, God the Son, 

God in flesh.  

Now I am sure that none of us could ever have that much 

hubris, arrogance, or pride that we would ever think we 

are better than God. Or maybe we do. Maybe we do this a 

lot and do not even notice it.  



The main sin we see in the Bible, perhaps the only sin we 

see in the Bible, is this thing called apostasy. It is having 

other gods before God. If we actually look at the Ten 

Commandments, we see that they all flow out of apostasy. 

They all flow out of elevating ourselves or other gods and 

lowering the place for God in our lives.  

Jesus even explains this in the gospels when he simplifies 

all of the laws and commandments down to loving God 

and loving others. By loving God and loving others, we are 

truly saying that there is no one above God and that we 

know this and believe it so much that, in everything we do, 

we follow God. This includes the ways we love and care 

for others. It is impossible to truly belief that there is no 

one above God and then to hate or mistreat any of God’s 

creation.  

And yet, we continue to do this. We constantly will say 

with our mouths that we love God but then our actions will 

say differently. We continually say that God is above all 

else and then our actions say differently. 

We fall into the trap of apostasy. We also fall into the trap 

of idolatry. Idolatry is idolizing anything and elevating it. 

Apostasy and idolatry are quite synonymous and often 

times I will use the two interchangeable. Our lives are full 

of idols. Full of things other than God that we worship, full 

of things, other than God, that we have become servants 

of. 



We idolize politicians and political ideas. We idolize 

athletes and musicians. We idolize technology and 

materialism. In our lives, we idolize so much. I am not 

saying that these things are awful and evil and we should 

never go near these things. But I am saying that we need 

to not elevate these things above God and we need to 

make sure to keep them in their place and make sure that 

God is elevated in our lives.  

We can either choose to be slaves to these things or we 

can be servants of God who have been freely given the 

amazing gift of grace. 

We idolize a lot of things in our lives and a lot of people in 

our lives but, the worst thing we idolize is ourselves. I am 

willing to say that each and everyone of us has done this 

before, probably even at least once in the last week even. 

We elevate ourselves. We think we are perfect, we think 

we are always correct. We think that we are good and 

others are evil. We only ever see the good in ourselves 

but never the bad. 

There is even a well known part in the gospels where we 

are warned to not focus on the spec in another person’s 

eye while we have a log in ours. We are warned to not 

focus on the sin of others while we walk around full of our 

own.  

And yet, this is a major problem for all of us. We all fall 

short. We all mess up at times. We all have idolized 



ourselves, elevated ourselves, while lowering others and 

lowering God.  

Just look at social media, or media, or the ways we 

interact with each other. We are constantly at each other’s 

throats or are constantly thinking that we are better than 

others. We have become slaves to sin, slaves to our own 

pride. It is an election year so things are certainly more 

heated than normal but as I look on Facebook I see 

people continually explaining how everyone else is wrong, 

everyone else is stupid, everyone else is evil while we 

never to think that maybe that is not true. Maybe we could 

be incorrect. Maybe we could be the ones who are hurting 

others.  

And I am sure that many of you just thought of some 

people and thought to yourself, yeah, so and so really 

needs to hear this. So and so is constantly doing this on 

Facebook. And that is part of the problem once more. We 

see the bad in others but we never stop to see our own 

faults. We may think we are doing right but we end up 

become slaves to our own pride. 

It’s also possible that you may have heard me say it and 

thought to yourself, yeah, the democrats do that all the 

time or the republicans do that all the time or this group or 

that group do it all the time and, once again, we have 

fallen into the trap. We have fallen into the trap of being 

slaves to sin and end up becoming slaves of our own 

pride. 



We may even fall into this trap when reading the Bible. We 

may even be trying to no longer be slaves to sin and can 

still fall into sin. The biggest sin right now in the church, 

once again, is apostasy but instead of worshiping another 

god, we worship ourselves and we elevate ourselves, our 

ideas, and we act like we are better than God or we think 

that God thinks exactly like we do. If you read the Bible 

and you seem to think that you are always the good guy in 

the story or that God is always agreeing with you, then I 

have some bad news. You are probably not reading the 

Bible properly but are reading it in a way that helps you 

justify your thoughts and actions. 

If you are reading the Bible and are never feeling 

challenge, then there is something wrong. None of us are 

God so none of us will always be right each and every 

time. The Bible is supposed to challenge us, shape us, 

mold us, and lead us towards sanctification, lead us 

towards living a Christ-like life. This means that we need 

to not read the Bible to help justify our actions but we need 

to read it so that it changes us and helps us to grow. 

Nobody is the perfect Christian. No church is the perfect 

church. We all, each and every one of us, have a lot of 

ways to grow and change so that we can live into the new 

life God has for us. 

It isn’t easy. It is not easy to no longer be slaves to sin. It’s 

tough. It’s all around us and it takes constant work. It takes 

us constantly being open to the movement of God in us 

and the guidance and leading of the Holy Spirit. It takes us 



constantly recognizes our biases and realizing when we 

may be elevating ourselves, our thoughts, our ideas, or 

anything else instead of elevating God.  

It is very tough and we cannot do it alone. We may think 

we can. We may think we can change on our own and live 

a sinless life on our own but, once again, that is just us 

being filled with our own pride. We cannot do it alone and 

that is why God is so full of grace and why God never 

gives up on us. God knows we are not perfect, God knows 

we need help and so we must always be open to the help 

from God.  

We must allow the grace of God to penetrate our hearts, 

change our hearts, our minds, and our souls. We must 

allow it to change our lives and sanctify us so that we can 

truly be freed from slavery and become servants of God. 

It is tough but I am so glad that God has not given up on 

me or on any of us and it is wonderful knowing that God 

loves all of us so much to never abandon us and to always 

help us along the way through our journey of faith. 

God’s amazing and wonderful grace is free and it is so 

abundant. All we must do is accept it into our hearts, 

minds, and souls, and allow it to transform us and help us 

grow. That is certainly something worth celebrating. 

Let us pray. 


