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COMMITMENT SUNDAY: CREATING A VISION FOR OUR NEXT YEAR OF MINISTRY AND MISSION

Greeting & Prayer of Submission
Rev. Allison Benfield
Hymn
Now Thank We All Our God
NUN DANKET
Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices, who wondrous things has
done, in whom the world rejoices, who, from our mothers’ arms, has blessed us on our way
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.
All praise and thanks to God our Father and our Mother, to Christ and to the One who
binds us to each other, the one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore, for thus it was,
is now, and shall be evermore.
Reading from the Gospel of Luke
Luke 19:1-10
Teri Franklin, reader
Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named Zacchaeus;
he was a chief tax collector and was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on
account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and
climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. When Jesus
came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I
must stay at your house today.” So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All
who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the guest of one who is a
sinner.” Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I
will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times
as much.” Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he
too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.”
This is the written word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Hymn
Welcoming God
by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette
ASSURANCE
Outcasts are welcome; sinners are, too,
Eating with Jesus and being made new:
Some like Zacchaeus turned right around;
Wounded and poor ones felt peace profound.
God of great love, you stand at the door,
Welcoming people outcast and poor.
So you forgive and call us to be
Filled with the joy of your jubilee.
So may we welcome into our pew
All who in Jesus are being made new —
All those who seek him, wanting to know,
Wanting to love him, wanting to grow.
Welcoming God, you stand at our door,
As someone different, outcast or poor.
With longing eyes, Lord Jesus, you search.
May we all welcome you in your church.
Moment to Be Thankful
The Church at Prayer and the Lord's Prayer
Rev. Lee Gray
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn
Take Our Lives and Let Them Be
Take our lives, and let them be consecrated, Lord, to Thee.
Take our moments and our days; let them flow in ceaseless praise;
let them flow in ceaseless praise.Take our silver and our gold,
not a mite would we withhold. Take our lives, and let them be consecrated,
Lord, to Thee; consecrated, Lord, to Thee.
Message
Happy to Welcome Jesus
Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD
A Time for Commitment
Kim Ray
Offertory Prayer
Dr. Foust
Offertory
Because I Have Been Given Much
by Mary Ellen Kerrick

Hymn
Lord Whose Love Through Humble Service
BEACH SPRING
Lord, whose love through humble service bore the weight of human need, who upon the
cross, forsaken, offered mercy’s perfect deed: we as your servants, bring the worship not of
voice alone, but heart, consecrating to your purpose every gift that you impart.
Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go to the child, the youth, the
aged, love in living deeds to show; hope and health, good will and comfort, counsel, aid,
and peace we give, that your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know and live.
Commissioning the Scattered Church
Dr. Foust
Postlude
J. Noel Lance
Postlude on Old Hundredth
by Fred Bock

