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EXPECTING GOD’S HANDS OF HOPE: ADVENT I

Greeting & Prayer of Submission
Rev. Lee Gray
Lighting the Candle of Hope
The Cardella Family
God of hope, out of loss, you bring renewal and life.
Fill us with the hope only your presence brings, give
us eyes to see your hands of hope at work in the world.
O Come, Morning Star, and shine in this world’s night.
God of promise, God of hope, into our darkness come.
Carol
Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
1. Come, thou long expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us,
let us find our rest in thee.
Israel's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation,
joy of every longing heart.
2. Born thy people to deliver,
born a child and yet a King,
born to reign in us forever,
now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all sufficient merit,
raise us to thy glorious throne.

Reading from the Old Testament
Rev. Nate Dove
Daniel 6:1-23, 25-27
It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one hundred twenty satraps, stationed throughout
the whole kingdom, and over them three presidents, including Daniel; to these the satraps
gave account, so that the king might suffer no loss. Soon Daniel distinguished himself above
all the other presidents and satraps because an excellent spirit was in him, and the king
planned to appoint him over the whole kingdom. So the presidents and the satraps tried to
find grounds for complaint against Daniel in connection with the kingdom. But they could find
no grounds for complaint or any corruption, because he was faithful, and no negligence or
corruption could be found in him. The men said, “We shall not find any ground for complaint
against this Daniel unless we find it in connection with the law of his God.” So the presidents
and satraps conspired and came to the king and said to him, “O King Darius, live forever! All
the presidents of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the counselors and the governors
are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an interdict, that whoever
prays to anyone, divine or human, for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be thrown into a
den of lions. Now, O king, establish the interdict and sign the document, so that it cannot be
changed, according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be revoked.”
Therefore King Darius signed the document and interdict.
Although Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he continued to go to his house,
which had windows in its upper room open toward Jerusalem, and to get down on his knees
three times a day to pray to his God and praise him, just as he had done previously. The
conspirators came and found Daniel praying and seeking mercy before his God. Then they
approached the king and said concerning the interdict, “O king! Did you not sign an interdict,
that anyone who prays to anyone, divine or human, within thirty days except to you, O king,
shall be thrown into a den of lions?” The king answered, “The thing stands fast, according to
the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked.” Then they responded to the
king, “Daniel, one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to the interdict
you have signed, but he is saying his prayers three times a day.” When the king heard the
charge, he was very much distressed. He was determined to save Daniel, and until the sun
went down he made every effort to rescue him. Then the conspirators came to the king and
said to him, “Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no interdict or
ordinance that the king establishes can be changed.” Then the king gave the command, and
Daniel was brought and thrown into the den of lions. The king said to Daniel, “May your God,
whom you faithfully serve, deliver you!” A stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den,
and the king sealed it with his own signet and with the signet of his lords, so that nothing
might be changed concerning Daniel. Then the king went to his palace and spent the night
fasting; no food was brought to him, and sleep fled from him.
Then, at break of day, the king got up and hurried to the den of lions. When he came near the
den where Daniel was, he cried out anxiously to Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of the living God, has
your God whom you faithfully serve been able to deliver you from the lions?” Daniel then said
to the king, “O king, live forever! My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths so that they
would not hurt me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, I
have done no wrong.” Then the king was exceedingly glad and commanded that Daniel be
taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was
found on him, because he had trusted in his God.
Then King Darius wrote to all peoples and nations of every language throughout the whole
world: “May you have abundant prosperity! I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion
people should tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: For he is the living God, enduring
forever. His kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his dominion has no end. He delivers and
rescues, he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth; for he has saved Daniel from the
power of the lions.”
This is the written word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Carol
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
arr. by McDonald, Nelson and flute part by Shari Couillard
Trio: Tanja Bechtler, David Kerns, and J. Noel Lance
Carol
Like A Child
1. Like a child love would send to reveal and to mend,
like a child and a friend, Jesus comes like a child we may find
claiming heart, soul and mind, like a child strong and kind,
Jesus comes
3. Like a child born to pray and to show us the way,
like a child here to stay, Jesus comes
like a child we receive all that love can conceive,
like a child we believe Jesus comes
Church at Prayer & the Lord’s Prayer
Rev. Allison Benfield
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Offertory
Comfort Ye My People
by G. F. Handel
Wesley Watts
Comfort ye, comfort ye My people, saith your God, and cry unto her, that her warfare is
accomplished, that her. Iniquity is pardoned. The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness.
Prepare ye the way of the Lord. Make straight in the desert a highway for.
Message
UBUNTU
Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD

Carol
It Came Upon A Midnight Clear
1. It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold:
"Peace on the earth, good will to men,
from heaven's all-gracious King."
The world in solemn stillness lay,
to hear the angels sing.
Commissioning the Scattered Church
Dr. Foust
Postlude
Wachet auf ruft uns die Stimme
by J.S. Bach
J. Noel Lance

