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YEAR END PRESENTATIONS 

As our inaugural class prepared to graduate 
from 6th grade, we asked them to reflect on 
the past year. Every student was asked to 
consider their academic growth as 
mathematicians, writers and readers, but 
also their personal growth as friends and 
members of the community. They were 
guided by a series of questions that caused 
them to reflect on the progress they’ve 
made, or didn't make, in various subjects. 
From there, students set goals for the 
coming year and proposed means for 
meetings those goals. Many students 
agreed that studying more, paying better 
attention in class and asking more questions 
would all help them in the coming year.  

Presenters each answered the same set of questions but were given the creative 
freedom to design their presentations however they wanted. Many employed bright 
colors, descriptive images, and even humorous GIFs (short animations). These touches 
brought out the individuality of each student, further personalizing the presentations. 
 

What was truly amazing about these 
presentations was our students’ willingness to be 
honest and vulnerable in a public space. By 
asking our students to share their reflections, 
versus just writing them down for the teacher, they 
took ownership of their individual educational 
journeys. At S2 we welcome a diversity of 
students with a vast range of abilities, so it is 
important for students to measure their success 
against themselves. This exercise allowed them to 
do just that. While one student was proud for 
progressing 5 reading levels this year, another 
was equally proud for progressing 3 levels, and 
yet a third English language learning student was 
glad to have progressed even one reading level. 
One student put this eloquently during his 

presentation when he said: “I don’t need acceptance from anyone, I just need 
acceptance from myself”.  

School in the Square  |  718.916.7683  |  schoolinthesquare.org

https://schoolinthesquare.org/


�

While it takes much bravery to share this kind of reflection with our peers, it is also a 
testament to the safety our students feel in the S2 community. After each presentation 
the teachers opened the room up for questions and students asked their friends 
thoughtful questions about the goals they proposed and their ideas for reaching them. 
One student asked each presenter what work they could do at home during the summer 
to get ahead on next year’s goals. This kind of safe community-based inquiry and 
support is what makes S2 so unique and special.  

We are so proud of our students for thoughtfully reflecting on 6th grade at a new school,  
and for coming together to support each other's ongoing educational journeys. 
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