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SPRING SPORTS AT S2 
 It is nearly unheard of for a new school to 
put together one, let alone three, sports teams in its 
first year. But we did it. At School in the Square, we 
know what’s important to our students because we 
give them the space and encouragement to speak 
out. When they got together in the first trimester 
and asked us to create a co-ed basketball team, 
without hesitation our coordinator of programs, 
Jean Martinez, made it happen.  

 Mr. Martinez, a native of Washington 
Heights and a lifelong ball player himself, is also 
the coach of our basketball team. He remembers 
how basketball provided him with motivation and 
discipline in his youth and he wants to give that to 
our students. At the beginning of the season he drafted a behavior and academics contract to 
be signed by each player and their parents. The contract sets standards for attendance, 
behavior, and academics, while asking scholar-athletes to maintain the school’s culture: “Taking 
Care of this Place, Taking Care of Self, and Taking Care of Others”. Mr. Martinez hopes that his 
players will serve as models of good behavior for the rest of the school - so far his plan is 
working beautifully.  

 At the beginning of the second semester this year, 27 
students signed a student-originated petition with the goal of 
starting both a girl’s softball and a boy’s baseball team. Mr. 
Martinez held tryouts to gauge interest and was able to form 
teams and start practices before the official spring season 
began. The girl’s softball team is being coached by the 
school’s very own Mr. Torres, the Facilities and Operations 
Assistant. The boy’s baseball team is under the leadership of 
Joseph Rivera. Many of the students had never played the 
sport before, but they were so excited to be part of a team 
and learning the game. Both teams played in the Charter 
School Athletic Association league against other NYC-based 
charter school teams. The girl’s softball team scored one big 
win; while the boy’s baseball team took home 4 wins out of 9 
games, qualifying them for the play-offs!   

 Being able to play organized sports has had an undeniably 
positive affect on the 49 students who joined a team this year 
at S2. We are so proud of our staff for working hard to create 
these opportunities with little notice and few resources. 
Playing sports has given many of our students a reason to 
excel in their academics, a place to connect with their peers, 
and in many cases the opportunities to discover unknown 

talents. Next year we are hoping to create a soccer team!  
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