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Take a second to think back to when you were younger, what was your favorite toy growing up? How would you have felt if that toy was damaged or broken? What if it was taken away all together? Some feelings I could name off the top of my head may be devastated, disappointed, or even frustrated. Well, this is exactly how the students at Kirk Elementary feel. As Fresno State student volunteers, it has come to our attention that there is a crucial need for better resources on school campuses. Victoria Gamez is the Saturday Sports Coordinator who has devoted her time and energy into the kids at Kirk for years. She mentioned recently that the benches that students used throughout the day were falling apart. Instead of fixing them, the district removed entirely.
 So far there has been no update as to whether the benches are going to be replaced or not. These benches were a common area were students often shared lunch, played together, and did arts & crafts. Victoria stated, “If it was up to me, I would have kept them. Broken benches are better than nothing.” Victoria stated that many students stopped showing up to Saturday Sports because their favorite activity is no longer accessible. What used to be on average of 10 kids using the tables for their activities to 3 at most as of recent weekends. It is disheartening to know students are being limited due to resources being damaged or taken away. Victoria is a huge advocate for Saturday Sports and is saddened by this issue. “Saturday Sports is an opportunity for children to connect with one another. It gives them a place to call home on the weekend.  They can see how many people in the community truly care about them. It is unfair that they have to deal with the repercussions of limited resources; without those benches, it limits their opportunity to be creative”.
This specific situation is not unique to Kirk Elementary, as other schools in the Fresno Unified area face their own problems with lack of equipment and resources. An example of this can be seen at Thomas Elementary. The playground is one of the main areas kids get to have fun and take a break from their classroom. Tetherball is a popular game many students love to play. The playground normally has three tetherballs, which are designated to each classroom. However, after one of the tetherballs broke, it took over two months for it to finally be repaired. We interviewed the yard staff about this issue, and they stated that the lack of immediate attention was a result of lack of funding and the repair being placed as a low priority. The fact that there were no replacements for the ball and the lack of resources to immediately replace something that would be deemed as cheap to do so magnifies the issue that support for the school and children are not being met in a timely manner. A reason for this could be the fact that there are so many other problems within the schools that something such as playground equipment becomes less of a priority. The limited amount of funding and participation by the community hinders the student’s overall growth and experience within the education system.
We believe the community should be more aware of the at-risk youth population within Fresno Unified.  If people were informed about the issues these children face, they can help in a more direct and effective way. There are various outlets individuals could look into such as volunteering as an on campus volunteer, become a donator, or participate as a literacy mentor through Every Neighborhood Partnership. Not only would the volunteers benefit from the experience, but they will also be making an enormous change in the lives of these children. The presence of our community on these school sites and in these students, lives creates a much more positive environment for everyone. We thank Every Neighborhood Partnership for giving us the experience and awareness of the children in our school district and we encourage everyone to partake in volunteering in our community. 

