
Preparation for Virtual Passover Seders
Wednesday April 8, 2020
 Thursday April 9, 2020

ON THE SEDER TABLE

For the seder plate: 
Ground horseradish (or shredded Romaine or 
other lettuce)
Romaine or other lettuce (full leaves)
Roasted egg
Bone (from chicken)
Parsley or dill or any other vegetable
Haroset (chopped fruit, chopped nuts, a little 
wine, spices)

• Box of matzah, opened
• Bottle of water (x handwashing)
• Bottle of wine, corked
• Elijah’s cup, Miriam’s cup
• Bowl of salt water (for dipping parsley or dill or 

other vegetable) 
• [Musical instruments]
• Afi komen envelope or cover
• Matzah envelope or cover
• Candles in candlesticks, matches
• Haggadah
• Wine cup
• Water glass
• Snacks, like nuts, carrots, etc.
• Hand Towel

PREPARING FOR VIRTUAL SEDER

• Distribute “on the seder table” list to participants at 
least three days in advance

• Give seder assignment to participants at least three 
days in advance

• Have a trial run of Google Hangouts or Zoom to 
make sure all guests know how to access

• Send list to guests of texts you will be reciting/
discussing and Haggadah page numbers

• Send pdf of Haggadah you will be using 
(if available)

• Plan for a specifi c length, like 1 ½ hours for fi rst part 
of seder, so people know what to expect

• Send out any literature to read in advance of seder 
(like my JTS dvar Torah and Haggadah article)

PEP TALK TO SEDER GUESTS

This is a seder under challenging conditions; how 
will this affect our understanding of the Exodus, 
specifi cally of statements like, “every person must 
see himself or herself as if he/she left Egypt”; there 
will be new resonance to the 10 plagues; Passover is 
a joyous holiday even with uncertainty; traditions are 
particularly meaningful at times like this

DURING SEDER

Introductions at beginning of seder so people get to 
know each other; for example, each guest can state 
favorite Pesach food or brief happy memory of seders 
past, etc.; ask questions of participants to encourage 
participation; get people to read aloud and comment; 
for those using a different Haggadah, talk about the 
differences in readings or translations

**I welcome other suggestions
Please e/m me, Rabbi Judith Hauptman, at judith@ohelayalah.org


